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April 15 – Kathy Knudsen – about the Gardens of Hope 
 

April 22 – “On Inclusion,”  a presentation about the Arc organization.  The mission 
of ARC is  “To secure for all people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and 
their families the opportunity to realize their goals of where and how they live, learn, 
work and play.” 

 

April 29 – Kris Perry, from the Synod office, will share more about Nigeria and our 
partnership with Nigeria and the upcoming trip in fall to Nigeria. 

 

May 6 – Ann Beane has a sister who lives in Lebanon.  Ann will share about the 
realities of living in Lebanon.  

 
May 13 – P.E.A.S.E. Academy, the oldest recovery high school in the country, has 
been renting space from the University Lutheran Church of Hope since fall, 1989.  Come 
learn about this unique school and how it impacts the students it serves, by both 
helping them recover from their drug and alcohol addictions and preparing them to be 
responsible and productive members of society. 
 
Michael Durchslag is the Director of P.E.A.S.E. Academy (Peers Enjoying a Sober 
Education), the oldest sober school in the United States.  He began working for 
P.E.A.S.E. in November, 1995 as the Social Studies teacher.  Michael became the 
school’s Director in January, 2007.  He is a licensed 7-12 social studies teacher and 
earned his Masters of Arts in Teaching from the University of St. Thomas in 2002.  
Michael also holds a B.A. in Religious Studies from Beloit College (1991). 
 
May 20 – Craig Wiester, the former business administrator of University Lutheran 
Church of Hope, will share about his recent trip to Cuba.  

 
 
 
 
 


