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O God, Our Help In Ages Past
Our Hope For Years To Come
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Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all
generations. Psalm 90:1 (NRSV)
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To know Christ
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by proclaiming God's saving word
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Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you.
Psalm 33:22 (NSRV)

Chapter One
The First 25 Years

niversity L utheran Church of Hope started when agroup of local women (St

Markus Kvindeforening in Norwegian) wanted aplacefor L utheran wor-
ship, Sunday School, confirmation, and participationin churchlifefor Southeast Minne-
apolisresidentsand University of Minnesotastudents of Norwegian descent. They
would not bedenied, but the early dayswere not easy.

When these ten or twelve women met at the home of Mrs. Julius
Johnson on September 20, 1901 to discuss the possibility of organiz-
ing a Ladies Aid in this neighborhood, they did not realize, | am
sure, that their small group would in years to come grow into the
largest church working unit in Southeast Minneapolis and even one
of the largest in the city. Their consecrated work has had far
reaching effects and has proved a blessing to countless numbers
who since that time have come to make their home in this part of the
city. —Mrs. C.S. (Inga) Thorpe

A survey of the Southeast area, conducted in 1903 by the Norwegian Synod,
found so few L utheransthat they discouraged thefounding of achurch. But themany
Lutheran studentsat thegreat and growing University of Minnesotawel ghed heavily on
theminds of thosewomen and their husbands. After working onthesurvey for awhile,
Pastor Olaf Turmo suggested that if achurch wasto be organized, “wewould do best
tobeginwithalLadiesAid".

Four of their husbands and three other men signed the congtitution for Grace
L utheran Church (women were not allowed to voteor sign). Shortly thereafter the
namewas changed to Hope Evangelical L utheran Church because another church near
the University inthe Augustana (Swedish) Synod was named Grace.

TheRev. Sigvard Reque (Reck —quee) hel ped to found the congregation on April
22,1904, with people meeting in homes. The university studentswould haveachurch
home away from home! Hope Evangelical L utheran Churchwasgoverned by the
Board of Trustees, atreasurer, asecretary and the president. Only male membersover
theageof 21 could vote.



Pastor Brandt wrote

in 1907, “In our

Sunday School we

have 90 regular pupils, and
10 teachers and officers.
Seven pupils were con-
firmed.” Congregational
groups included the
Sunday School, Hope
Ladies Guild, and the
Young People’s Society.
The Pastor's Report stated
that “communicant
membership” was 43 and
number of “souls” was 62.

1901
® Tenwomen meet and desire
aNorwegian Lutheran

Church in Southeast area
1904

® Articles of incorporation
signed by eight men

Threefestival offeringsayear from the congrega-
tionand asmall sumfromtheHomeMission Board
constituted Pastor Reque' ssalary. Two serious prob-
lems soon faced thisnew congregation. Onewasadebt
of $30. More seriouswastheresignation of Pastor
Reque after serving the congregation for six months.

Thebudding congregation wasnext led by Profes-
sor Olaf Brandt from Luther Seminary. Serviceswere
heldinasecond-floor dancehall overlooking the
railroad tracks on 14" Avenue Southeast where Annie's
Parlor standstoday. Pastor Brandt spent much of his
timetraveling around Minnesotaraising fundstobuilda
sanctuary. He preached 94 timesin other churchesinan
attempt to raise $2,000. By December 16, 1906, he
had rai sed the $3,000 needed to purchasethelot at 13"
Avenue Southeast and 6" Street.

The basement of the church (now Heritage Hall)
was compl eted and the cornerstone of the building was
laid November 22, 1908. Soon the congregationwould
be ableto assembleinitsown church building.

Pastor Brandt worked tirelesdy, continuing his
fundraising for the congregation. Heeventual ly raised
$16,000 for the church building and in 1910, the sanctu-
ary was completed. The pastor’ssalary was$1,200
annually, with $300 paid by church members and $900
by the Synod HomeMission Board. Thereweretimes
during Pastor Thorpe’sministry when the church needed
money and Pastor Brandt took to theroad againtoraise
what waslacking.

Hope called Pastor Erick Belgum astemporary
pastor in 1910, “thusreleasing Pastor Brandt fromthe
too great pressure of collecting funds’. Pastor Brandt
had collected $24,244 for Hope's church building by
that time.



Pastor Belgumwasinstalled on May 29, 1910, by
Pastor Brandt. By that time, the building systemswere
running, the pulpit, altar, pews, stained glasswindows,
and lighting werein place and by theend of theyear, the
churchwasalmost out of debt.

After Pastor Belgumwascalled to another church,
aspecia meeting washeldto seeif apermanent, full-
time pastor could be called to Hope. The Rev. Christian
Scriver Thorpewasrecommended. Inhismemoairs,
Pastor Thorpe hintsat the struggle hewent throughin
deciding whether to leave Glendive, Montana. Hope
wasseen asa“small mission churchinthe shadow of
the University of Minnesota’ .

Theingtalation of Pastor Thorpewasheld on April
2,1911. Now therewere 102 soulsand thetotal
incomefor thechurchwas$749. When heretiredin
1948, there were over 900 members. Pastor Thorpe
alsotraveled around the state seeking fundsfor Hope
Lutheran Church. Hegratefully accepted help from
seminary studentswith worship and Sunday School.

Progresswasevident wherever onelooked. A lot
behind the church, facing Sixth Street, wasbought in
1909. It becamethe site of the parsonage, builtin 1914.
Next door toit wasthe St. Lawrencerectory, witha
board fence separating thetwo lots. Thefencewasa
good leaning spot for conversations between Pastor
Thorpeand the Catholic priest.

Twoyearslater, apipeorganwasingtalled. Inthe
sameyear, the need for more seating capacity was
temporarily solved by moving the pewscloser together.

Pastor Thorpedeclined aninvitation tolead the
Religion Department at St. Olaf Collegein 1918,
because therewas still too much work to be done at

Hope.

! His autobiography (* My Story” ) isin the Hope library.

Pastor Thorpe wrote,
“...it had been struggling
with fewer than 100
members, and had proved
to be a place no minister
wanted... But the same
inner voice that spoke to
me when | faced the
challenge of the Badlands
was speaking to me again
... s0Inga and | decided to
move to Minneapolis.”

1906
® Lot at 13th & 6th purchased

1907

® Three groups active at
church:

- Sunday School
- Hope Ladies Guild
- Young Peopl€e’s Society



1908

® Cornerstonelaid and
basement completed

® Dedication ceremony

1910
® Sanctuary complete

The25" anniversary wasjoyfully celebratedin
1929. Records note that therewere 400 childrenin
Sunday Schoal at that time, with branch Sunday
Schoolsinthreelocations: Glencar Chapel at 25" and
Tamadge S.E., Prospect Park Chapel at Bedford and
Franklin, and Rose Hill Chapel, now part of Lauderdale.
Our Prospect Park Chapel wasformerly Prospect Park
Lutheran Church. Thetwo congregationsmergedin
1929.

Hope Ladies Aid - Circa 1935



We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us...
Romans 12:6 (NRSV)

Chapter Two
Gifts of the Spirit

Choirs

paid quartet sang for servicesfrom 1917 to 1926. A High School Girls

Choir was organized under the direction of seminary student Walter Olsen.
A controversy arosewhen “three older women” showed upintendingtosinginthe
choir. Apparently thegirlsdid not think thesewomen belongedina*high school choir”.
Newsof the disagreement reached the parsonage. Mrs. Thorpetook mattersin hand
and approached dentist Dr. Russall Lembke about directing amixed choir. Thusbegan
the Hope Senior Choir whichwasled by “Doc” Lembkefor 21 years. Respected and
much loved, Doc Lembkealso led achurch orchestraand coached Hope' smen's
basketball and baseball teams.

The Children’sChoir began around 1948 with Evelyn Belgum (no relationship to
Pastor Erick Belgum) asdirector. Shewanted childrento havethe experience of singing
inthe church choir and participating in worship, so she approached Pastor Knutson,
stressing that thisshould beapaid position so it would continueoninthelifeof the
church. The children robed for each Sunday, even whenthey did not sing. Choir
motherswerein chargeof robesand choir activities, including sittingwiththechildrenin
church.

Music hascontinued to
beanimportant part of wor-
ship servicesat Hope. Since
thelate 1950s, Hope has n
usualy had children’schoairs, ol
sometimesachoir for high '
school students, and the senior f
choir. TheMinigter of Musicis , -
now theorganist and leadsthe | : ! be. '
senior choir and bell choir, and g P K ¢ r."l."
frequently arrangesfor instru- : |
mental solosand ensemblesby R

telented membersaf the Church orchestra under leadership of Doc Lembke (lower

congregation. |eft with clarinet). Pastor Thorpeisin middle next to Doc
Lembke.
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VEY
1

-




Pastor Knutson knew
the power of music. One
summer Sunday he
interrupted a hymn by
droning loudly, “Stop
singing. (pause) Stop
singing.” The congrega-
tion stopped, and all eyes
were on Pastor Knutson.
“| want you to sing these
words so loudly that the
people outside can hear
you.”

1914
® Parsonage built behind
church

1915
® Sunday School at Rosehill
area

The congregation has been enriched by outstanding
choir membersand instrumentalistsfrom awide areaof
theTwin Cities. Fromthefar reachesof Burnsvilleto
Blaine, twice-a-week journeysto rehearsalsand Sunday
morning serviceshbring together singersof al ages.

Hope' smusic continuesto be an attraction for new
members.

Memorabledirectorsthroughtheyearshave
included Dale Warland, who went onto found and
direct theworld famous Dale Warland Singers. Under
hisdirectionin 1957, the Senior Choir went ontour in
Wiscons n, following the example of many college
chairs. They sang four concertsin two daystime, with
most of themusic memorized.

Larry Fleming, who later founded the National
Lutheran Choir, led the Hope choir inthe midwest
premier of the Poulenc“Gloria’ to astanding-room-only
audience at the Guthrie Theater. They were accompa-
nied by membersof the MinnesotaOrchestra. Thechoir
later gaveafully staged performanceof Menotti’s
“Amahl andtheNight Visitors’. Thereisabeautiful
recording madeunder Larry’sdirection of Brahms
“Saviour Throw the HeavensWide’ and Oldroyd's
“Prayer to Jesus’.

The Senior Choir was chosen many timesto bethe
featured choir at synod conventions, aswell asguest

Senior Choir - 1960s.



Carol Choir - 1970s.

choir at local concerts. They were chosento record the
liturgiesand somehymnsfrom the“With One Voice”
hymnbook whenit wasfirst published. Therecordings
weremadeavailableto choir directorsand organists
nationwide, asademonstration of “how it should be
sung”. Another memorabl e performancewassinging the
local premiere of Jean Berger’s*“ Cherry TreeCarol”,
with the composer present at therehearsalsand the
Sunday morning performances.

Through theyears, the choir has presented many
concertsof the standard choral works, both acappella
and with organ or orchestral accompaniment. Challeng-
ing modern piecesand nonstandard workswith rather
interesting sounds coming from thingsliketape record-
ersweresung. Alwaysup tothechalenge, our choir
has had thefine leadership of superb directors.

1916
® Pipeorganinstalled

1917

® Girls quartet sings for
worship

® \Women'sSuffrage

Carol Choir - 1993. ® First World War




Directorsof theUniversity L utheran Church of Hope Senior Choir:

Dr. Russl| Lembke 1928-1949
Howard Gravrock 1949-1951
Mrs. EvelynBelgum 1951-1956
DdeWarland 1957-1959
Fred Chrigtiansen 1959-1960
Larry Fleming 1960-1966
David Thomas 1967-1969
Gordon Olson 1969-1975
Michael Horan 1976-1977
Jan Gilbertson 1978-1988
David Trygestad 1988-1989
William Beckstrand 1989-2002
Timothy Strand 2002-

Original Bell Choir.

Cherub Choir - 1993.



Worship

The serving of communionwasat first celebrated severa timesayear. Gradually
thischanged to once amonth, to twice amonth or at designated services, and then to
today’soffering of the Lord's Supper at al services.

An Eagter Vigil serviceand the Good Friday walk wereheld for thefirst timein
1985. The Easter Plant Project a so began, in which Easter plantswere ordered by
congregation membersin memory or in honor of loved ones. TheFriendly Visitors
distributed the plants after the Easter servicesto homebound and grieving members.

During the 1980s, Hopeworked toward using inclusivelanguagein worship
services, in order not to exclude or express bias based on gender, race or color. Inclu-
sivelanguagerecognizesthevalueof al human beingsand doesnot limit our under-
standing of God. TheNew Revised Standard Version of the Bibleisused inworship.

TheAltar Guild wasorganized in 1960 with achairman plusagroup of 12to 15
women who did thework associated with communion, paraments, kneeler, piano
bench, banners, baptismal font, etc. Each woman wasresponsiblefor aparticular
worship service. Sherecruited her hel persfrom the entire congregation. Thisformat
continued for about 25 years. Now the Altar Guild iscomposed of acommitted group
of men and women who hel p with communion at each serviceand carefor thethings
associated with thealtar and chancel.

Easter Sunday - 1940s.



Art

The*Holy Woman at the Tomb”
dtar painting, installedin 1910, had doors
that were closed during Lent, and dramati-
cally opened on Easter Sunday. It was
removed during the 1991 chancel remod-
eling and may now be seen onthe east wall
of thenorth transept. ItisHerbjarn
Gausta'scopy of apainting by Axel Ender.
Theorigind isinasmal church near the
Arctic Circleinthefishing villageof Molde,
Norway.

Stained glassartworkshanginginthe
Loungewindowswerecreated by Artistin
Residenceat Augsburg College, August
Molder. Theseworksweregivenasa
memoria intheearly 1980s.

The cabinet that holdsthe memorial

. . “ Holy Woman at the Tomb” altar painting
bookswith the names of persons*buried which now hangs on the east wall of the

from” Hopeor memoridizedthrough gifts north transept.
to the congregation wasbuilt partly from
theold dtar rail.

Therearemany worksof art in the sanctuary that were created by congregation
members. They includethe ceramic communion ware, the needlepoint piano bench
cushion, thefair linenfor thedtar, and hangings. Contributionsalsoincludeour logos
over theyears, representationsof the church building, and thegiftsand loansof religious

paintings

10



John Rood, professor of art at the University of
Minnesota, wasthe scul ptor of the Praying M other,
located near the narthex elevator. Hewrotethisabout the
sculpture:

“When | wasfiveyearsold my father died, leaving my
mother with four small children and no meansof supporting
them. Shewasanintensaly religiouswoman and oneof my
earliest memoriesishearing and seeing her pray. Atsuch
timestherewasalook of peacefulnesson her faceand at
thesametimean exaltation asif shewere speaking directly
to her God.

When, in 1942, | carved the Praying M other, thiswas After Evelyn Belgum died.

inmy mind, and | knew what thefacewould be. Therest her husband, Harold, with
of thefigurecameto lifefor mewhen | saw aphotographof ~ Norman Miller (husband
Ruth Draper in her famous monol ogue of the praying of Evelyn's sister Vicki, )

mother. Thefigurewascarved at atimewhenwewerein and Fred Berger (father of

themidst of World War I1, whenwomen all overtheworld ~ -orraine Berger)
searched out the Praying

werepraying with quiet intensity —for their sons, their Mother sculpture and
husbands, for peaceto cometo theworld. bought it for Hope in
memory of Evelyn.

“1 wanted to put into this scul pture the qui etness of

prayer, when thereisawordless communion between the person and his God beyond
thewords spoken. Theface of my figure must containthefedling of thismoment of
mystery when theworld dropsaway and yet oneisnot alone. Thelipsshould seemto
move, yet speak no audibleword. Andtheremust beanintensity inthefigure, yet not
intheface, sothisintensgity | tried to put into the clenched hands, clenched, rather than
intheusua attitude of prayer, but not with theferocity of aggresson. Thenthefoldsof
thegarment | arranged in such away that the eyes of the person viewing thefigure
would bedrawn from theface to the handsand back again.

“Fifteen yearshave passed sincethefigurewascarved. | havelivedwithital
theseyears, and | have awaysbeen satisfied with the sculpture, feeling that init |
reached ahigh point asascul ptor which | might again attain but never surpass. Al-
though the scul pture has been exhibited many times, won theacclaim of critics, and has
been awarded prizes, this has not meant so much to me asthe personal conviction that |
accomplished the purposewhich | so very much wanted to accomplishinit. Thus, the
Praying Mother isprobably closest to meamong al my works. If it werenot that | feel
itspower to help others, | would never let it gofromme.”

11



1919
® Prospect Park Sunday
School

1920

® Discussion to expand church

® Parsonage moved to 13th
Avenue

1921
® Two worship services
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TheBurning Bush sculptureisfound at the
narthex stairwell. It wascreatedin 1963 and then
donated by former Hope member, Prof. Norman Holen
of Augsburg college. Hebased it onthe“great and
compelling” text of Exodus 3:2—" Theretheangel of
the Lord appeared to him [Moses] in a flame of fire
out of a bush; and the bush was blazing, yet it was
not consumed.” (NRSV)

Depicting the Burning Bushin an abstract manner
allowsagreater opportunity for astronger aesthetic
statement. Thisintegrated seriesof related shapes
suggest the bush and the flameswithout thedistraction
of redigtically definedforms. Theseelementscome
together to produce ascul pture more significant than the
individud parts.

“This...mild steel sculpture portraying the
phenomenon of God speaking to Moses, as de-
scribed in Exodus 3:2, hasthe latitude to be a
perpetual vehicle for communication to subsequent
generations.”

- NormanHolen

“Burning Bush” sculpture in the narthex stairwell.



But | will hope continually, and will praise you yet more and more.
Psalm 71:14 (NRSV)

Chapter Three

Keeping the Ship Afloat

or Olaf Brandt, assisted by studentsfrom the seminary, spent much of his
time, beginningin 1904, traveling around Minnesotaraising fundsto builda
sanctuary. He preached 94 timesin other churchesin an attempt to raise $2,000. By
December 16, 1906, he had raised the $3,000 needed to purchasethelot at 13"
Avenue Southeast and 61" Street.

TheLadiesAid helped, too. Their activitiesoftenincluded planning medls, young
peoples partiesand fund raising for thechurch. Of thelatter, Mrs. Thorpe commented
in her talk at the 30" anniversary celebration, that “ sufficeit to say that we have had to
bevery busy withinnumerablekindsof [fund raising] from running adining hall at the
Minnesota State Fair, to selling every imaginable househol d supply —wax paper,
cookbooks, metal sponges, vanilla, aprons, pillow cases, etc. etc. etc.”

TherewasaQuilting Circle
in1922. Mrs. Thorpewrotethat
“Hundredsof beautiful quilts
have been madeby our quilting
circleandthefameof their
artisticwork has spread from
ChicagotoNew York to Cdifor-
nia. They count Rothschild'sof
Chicago among their customers.”

Wedtill havean active
quilting group that meetsweekly
tomakequiltsfor missons.

Woodwork above altar is reminiscent of a ship.

13



Our Own Building

Thearchitecturd firm
of Abbott and Griswold
won thebidin 1908 to build
theorigina church building
for $16,000. If youarein
thenave (L atinfor ship) of
the sanctuary and ook up at
thecelling, itlookslikean
upturned ship. The base-
ment of the church (now
HeritageHall) wascom-
pleted and the cornerstone of the building waslaid on November 22, 1908, allowing the
congregation to assembleinitsown church.

Original church building.

A parsonage was built behind the church for $4,4331n 1914. Pastor Thorpe's
annual report noted “traces of healthy growth mark every department of our work and
we should feel the deepest gratitudeto God for this... the church hasbeenwell filled to
capacity”. Sunday evening servicesin Norwegian were held and “ the attendance has
varied from 15t0 50.”

The congregation had been steadily growing during all theseyearsandin 1919 was
further strengthened by consolidating with Prospect Park L utheran Church.

Help again cameto Hopein 1919, when the Southern and Northern Minnesota
Districtsof the Norwegian L utheran Church urged their congregationsto hel p Hope
Evangelicd Lutheran Church erect amore adequate structurefor itsgrowing congrega-
tion, whichwas* now forced to turn away large numbersfor lack of room.”

Thefirst step taken wasto buy the house and | ot adjoining the church property on
the north sidefor the sum of $3,800. The next year it was decided to build astructure
for an estimated $70,000. Furnishingswould bring thetotal to $103,455.

An attempted sol ution to the space problem occurred in 1922. TheBible College
Building onthe corner of 15" Avenue and University Avenue Southeast wasbeing
offered for salein acourt auction. The congregation authorized abid of $125,000, but
itwasnot largeenough. Itisinteresting to specul ate how asuccessful bid would have
changed the history of the church!

14



During construction of the new sanctuary, services
wereheld at neighboring Marshall High School, across
6th Street from Hope. Sunday School washeld there
and at the parsonage. The parsonage was now ahouse
on 13" Avenue. Thechurch building wascompletedin
1927. Today, if you sit toward the back of the church,
you areditting between thewalIsof theorigina building.

New Sanctuary Dedicated

Thenewly expanded 800-person sanctuary, the
onein usetoday, was dedicated on October 30, 1927,
withaworship serviceat 11:00am. and aJubilee
Programintheevening. Thecelebrationincluded singing
of the Scandinavian hymn, “BuiltonaRock.” The
enlarged church basement could now accommodate
Sunday School and congregationa gatherings. Pastor
Thorpewrote, “ Thisisthe day the Lord has made;
we will rejoice and beglad init. Psalm 118:24.”

By 1930, the membership of Hopewas 525 and
the churchwaswell established. Inthe 1930s, Jean
Meyer Hoisington’smother and father were custodians
of thechurch. Jean rememberscleaning the church with
her fivesiblingsand parents each Saturday to prepareit
for Sunday morning. Then, lateat night, her dad would
start the boiler for heat on winter Sunday mornings.

The 1930salso brought the difficultiesof the Great
Depression and achurch debt of $70,000, withan
obligation to pay $3,600in annual interest. Thisseemed
impossibleto manage, but the same spirit that saw
peoplethrough thedifficult beginningsspurred the
congregation on, and the debt waspaidinfull by 1948.

1922
® Quilting group begins

1923
® Name of church changedto

University Lutheran Church

of Hope

* \Women'sCirclesin areas of

Southeast
® Sports teams at church

15



From the June 1955
Visitor:

The Ground Breaking
Ceremonies — June 19.
“The Sunday School
children from all grades
will be given miniature
shovels. They will be lined
up in such a way that they
will form the outline of the
new building. A brass
quartet will help with the
singing and the choirs will
sing. The Luther League
will serve refreshments.”

1927

® Temporary services held at
Marshall High
® Girlschoir

® Dedication of expanded
church - seats 800

1928
® Senior Choir

16

Plans For A Parish Center

Inthe 1950sfurther expansion was needed for the
youth and the Sunday School. Citing overcrowded
conditions, the need to reach out to unchurched
L utheransin Southeast, and theincreasing student
population, the Board of Deacons presented achallenge
to build for thefuture. They recommended “ that the
congregation undertake as soon as possiblethe building
of acarefully planned and well designed Parish Center.”

“A Sureand Steadfast Anchor for the Soul” was
thetitle of an eight-page brochurethat told of the
Board'srecommendations. It detailed the need and
challenged the congregation to consi der the needsfor
thebuilding and the use of theland. The committee
visited various churchesand then chose Sovik and
Associatesasarchitects. The parish house (former
parsonage) and several other houseson 13" Avenue
S.E. wereremoved to makeroom for the building
project.

Every member was canvassed and pledge cards
were given out to raise money over athree-year period.
During construction, the Sunday School met at Marshall
High School. Therewas much debate about the archi-
tects designfor around chapel, but the plan was
ultimately accepted. Although the chapel wasnot
finished, the Parish Center was dedicated on November
18, 1956. Drs. Thorpe and Knutson were present at the
dedication. Theoffering received that day went to
L uther Seminary, missonsand the building fund of the
L utheran Welfare Society of Minnesota. Much had
changed from the dayswhen other congregations
provided for Hope; now Hope could extend help to
others.



Now therewasroomfor al. Theupper level of the
Parish Education building was nursery and preschool,
gradesK —6 wereonthelower level, the Junior High
wasin the basement, and Senior Highwasin the Youth
Room. Thefoundation of the building wasmade strong
enough for afuturegymnasumonathirdfloor.

Laying of cornerstone of Parish Education unit - 1955.

— = - -u-"""— I
Basement with new kitchen equipment, including a
dishwasher - 1957.

Looking at the plans from
the vantage point of many
years later, one could ask,
“Can you believe that no
one thought of a parking lot
at that time? Where did we
park? Many of us walked to
church. Where the Gopher
Barn and the baseball field
now stand were 12 blocks
of houses and many Hope
members lived in them.
Other members lived in the
blocks to the south and
west of the church. There
was no freeway to cross.
Many lived in the Como
area,and many lived even
farther away in Prospect
Park,and St Paul and other
parts of Minneapolis.
Some came by streetcar,
and those who drove must
have used street parking.
It was allowed in those
days.

— Helen Pederson
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Helen Pederson (1910-2002) Writes About The Chapel

What isthat round part of the church building?’ “Oh, that isour chapel.” “ A round
chapel?’ That istheway aconversation began oneday. Perhapsthere have been more
likeit, or more peoplewondering but not asking.

Thestory beginsin 1954 when the need for an education wing, officesand a
loungeledto choosing an architect, and sel ecting abuilding committee. Takingthis
assignment very serioudy, the building committeeimmediately went towork spending
many Sunday afternoonsgoing to churcheswhich aready had their buildingsin use, then
going back to evaluate what we had seen, what we liked and what wedid not like.

Wefound that most had a so added achapel to their building. As| search my
memory, NOT ONE WASROUND. They wererectangular or square. Most had an
altar, some had abaptismal font and pul pit, traditional pewsor specialy madechairs,
and some had stained glasswindows.

| remember there was much discussion about if and why we needed achapel and
even morewhen our architect told usof hisdreamto build around chapel. Therewas
morediscussion and debating and even “| told you so” when it was discovered that the
seating had to be made to specific plansof the architect, and when the acousticswere
not sati sfactory. That problem was solved by putting cloth panel sin certain sections of
thewadlls.

Onevery interesting item you might discover inthe cold of winter isthat your feet
arenever coldinour chapel, for hot water heating pipesarelaidinthefloor asthey aso
areinthelounge. Although the chapel wasnot completely ready, the Parish Center, as
thebuilding was called, was dedicated November 18, 1956.

Who would usethischapel now that wehad it? Just asit wasoriginaly planned,
thechoirsnow had their placeto practice and their music officewasjust adjacent. The
women used the chapel for several Christmas programs, and for Lenten and summer
Biblestudies; the Senior Group has met there; Communionisserved there, theearly
Sunday service, evening services, and summer weeknight serviceswereheld there, as
have small weddingsand funeras. The church school and Vacation Bible School have
met therefor worship and singing times. And if you read your monthly calendar, you
will seethat it now isused Sunday morningsat 10:00 am. by the Russian Orthodox
Churchfor their Sunday service.
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It wasn't until February 8, 1970 that our chapel was dedi cated and named THE
THORPE CHAPEL inmemory of Christian Scriver Thorpe, our pastor from 1911 to
1948.

Thereisanother featurethat makesour chapel distinctive. Totell you about it, |
quotefrom aletter sent to the History Committee by Harold Belgum. Harold and his
family were membersof Hope, and hisfirst wife Evelynwasour Senior Choir Director
(from 1952 -1954) and director of our children’schoirsfrom then until her deathin
1956.

Harold [Belgum] wrote: “ Evelyn wasinspired by the round chapel and actu-
ally had onerehearsal init. She said it could be a meditation chapel for peoplein
trouble.”

AndHarold had adream: “I asked Arndt Halvorson, our pastor, to select Old
Testament versesfor theleft sides (wallsof the chapel) and New Testament for theright
side, and asked my friend John M aakestad to make rubber moldsfor casting letters. |
mixed plaster and made | etterseach night. But | realized that you need more Esthan Zs,
so at thepubliclibrary, they told metheratio with which | ettersappear in the English
language. Eventually | got enough moldsmadeto balancethe usage. It took hundreds of
lettersand the Senior Group took it astheir project”

Harold does not mention the hours and hoursand hoursthat many people spent
placing theletterson the chapel walls. Nor doeshetell that intime some of theletters
fell off. The procedurewas begun again. Morelettersto make and more peoplewilling
to help.

Today | went into the chapel to seeif their work of loveand In Memoriamisstill
thereanditis. Soif you havenot seenthisvery special gift of love, dogoinandtake
timeto meditate asyou read thewordsfrom the Old and New Testaments chosen for
thisspecia place.

A Postscript: Asyou sittherewith agroup, haveyou felt thewarmth that comes
fromdgittinginacirclewhereyou can seefacesall about you and can even hold handsall
around in our Round Thorpe Chapel!

- Helen Holmqui st Pederson
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1929

® 25th Anniversary Year

® Prospect Park Lutheran
Church joins Hope

1930
® Membership - 525

1935

® Permanent organist - Edith
Helseth

1939

® Stock market crash - Great
Depression
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The Story Of Our Bell

Harold Belgumtellsthestory of obtaining our bell
inhiswifeEvelyn’'smemory:

“Evelyn’smogst exated memory wasriding with her
dad, Carl Tangen, inthedeighwithdeigh bdlstinklingin
thesnowfall upto St. John’s Church (the place Evelyn
and | met andfell inlove on aChristmasvacation and
werelater married). There her dad would climbtothe
tower and“ chimein Christmas’ at sunset on Christmas
Eve. Hishammer madethebell hum soit could be
heard for milesaround.

“Well, wherecould | get abell? Hope Church had
abell tower but no bell! The Catholic Churchin
Mondovi, Wisconsin had changed from bell to electronic
chimes. Themen simply pushed thebig bell off thehigh
steepleandit fell 50 feet and dug itself into the ground,
1/3 buried. No oneknew if it had cracked or been
damaged!

“Mr. Auld, an old Scotchman who rang thebelIsin
the Minneapolis Court House, went with mewith his
bell-tester and we got afarmer to dig the bell out with
hisback hoe. Thenwewashed it off and heliftedit up
for thetest. “It'svery good” said Auld beaming. Then
he pointed out | think five different tonesthat were
singing a once.

“Howtogetitto Minneapolis? to 1117 ? | got
my trash hauler to doit. Hewasayoung manwhowith
hisfriend had spent thewinter shooting alligatorsin
Horidal They wereavery indelicate pair for so solemn
atrip. | went withthem. Their languageto and from
was, to use an understatement, unprintable. Homewe
got. How to unload the bell? Ka man Schellenberg and
many menwerethereto help. Kamansaid, “Inthewar
weused to pileoldtiresand throw gasdrumson them.”
That'show wedidit.



“Now to polishit with asander, and get it to shine
likenew. (New Life Symbol). Clairmont Tangen, who
wasatool and die maker, reworked theiron and brass
fittingsto perfection. New leather pieceswere needed
to bafflethe clapper. | took theiron framewhich was
badly rusted, to asand blaster. A big black mandidit.
Hesaid, “Follow me”. Wetook theironsand went
down an elevator to abasement workshop where he
proceeded to blast away. It wasan eerieplace. “What
yougoingtopantit?’ hesaid. “Black” | said. He
didn’t smile. Wewent up therickety elevator. | paid
himand eft.

“Now aframewas needed to be built inthe tower
for thebell carriageto be bolted into. Mr. Young, who
was our iceman beforewe had arefrigerator, contrib-
uted many 12 x 12 oak beams. Solberg and Forsberg
contributed long iron bolts. | got abell expert andthe
framewasmade. A guy camefromtheLutheranHerald
and took apictureand ran an article on the project.

“Finally it wasready to put thebell in place. 1 got
acrane. Theboomwas100feetlong! It wasabright,
clear day. Theboom carried thebell from 1117 tothe
church. Medriving after inmy dreadful car. They
hoisted it up (not thecar). 1t gleamed brilliantly bronze
against thebluesky. | gotapicture. It'slost. They
lowereditintoitscarriageand everythingfit. They put
theroof back onthebell tower which had suddenly
becomeabell tower. Correction! | just remembered: |
brought the bell (oneton) over to Hopeand had it on
display outsidethe parish housefor acouple of weeks
beforewehungit.

“Thenext Sunday it wasdedicated. | foundanold
servicefor dedicating abell that said, “ To call toworship
use7 (3holy and4worldly)”, thenumber of meetings
between God and Man. | hadit printed and framed,
along with John Donne'sgreat lines, * Ask not for whom
the bell tolls—it tollsfor thee!’ etc.”

1940
* | SA Movement invited

students to socia hours and

suppers

® Hope Visitor - Vol. 1

® World Wer Il

® Two worship services at
9:30am. & 11:00 am.

1945

® World War Il ends - D-Day

® Lutheran World Relief to
rebuild Europe

1946
® Hope Church cookbook
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A 90" Anniversary Fund
appeal was made for
roofing repair, landscaping
and other needs. Twelve
percent of money raised
was shared with the ELCA
Hunger Appeal and other
charities.

In 1997, Onward Il - a
Second Century of Hope
was kicked off to repair and
remodel the basement, a
new heating system,
restore mortar in the bell
tower, kitchen remodeling
to bring it up to code, three
sets of steel doors, acces-
sible restrooms, Lower
Fellowship Hall and
Heritage Hall windows,
carpet, tile.
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Recent Building Improvements

A capital fund drivein 1985 allowed usto remove
therental apartmentsand garageson 13™, and planned
for aparking lot aswell asarchitectura renovation of
thefront of the church, lighting, sound system, handicap
access, anew roof and landscaping.

Wel coming the handi capped with accessibility to
our building wasaconcern of agroup of Hope mem-
bers. Fundraising began with seed money fromthe 75th
anniversary. A muchlonged-for elevator, aremodeled
fellowship hall, and aramp at the 13" Avenue entrance
were dedicated on December 13, 1988. The excess
money rai sed for thisproject became seed money for
the Renewal and Restoration project in 1989-91, which
included adding the north elevator.

OnAugust 17, 1989, the lower-level education
wing wasdamaged by afireset by anarsonist. The
choir robes and bannerswere acompl etelossand there
was consi derable smoke damagein the sanctuary. For a
month Hope membersworshiped at L uther Seminary
andthenin Lower Fellowship Hall.

Renewa and Restorationideasbeganin 1989 after
thefire. Pastor Mark Hanson agreed to bethemain
fundraiser for thisproject, which reflected the commit-
ment to centrality of worship, handicap accessibility, and
thearts. Planned improvementsincluded changesin the
worship space, walls, floors, wiring, lighting, new
baptismal font, altar, pul pit, cross, chancel, sound
system, and an elevator inthe educationwing. (Theold
baptismal font, installed in 1932 in memory of Pastor
Thorpe smother, Mrs. L.O. Thorpe, isnow inthe
chapel.) A wheel chair lift to thechoir areaof the
sanctuary wasasoingdled.



Fundraising began with pledgegatheringon All
Saints Day, November 4, 1990. It was decided that 12
percent of the over $400,000 pledged would be given
to 21 mission projects suggested by members. Charles
Pohlmanwashired asdesign consultant and Dale
Wenkes, architect. Thenew altar and surrounding wood
structureswere built by Paul Howe of Minneapolis. The
project was compl eted for dedi cation weekend October
19-20, 1991.

That weekend featured recitalsinthe sanctuary, a
. Olaf Alumni Chair, achoir of the Chinese Chrigtian
Church (who worshipedin our building), and Hope
musicians. The Russian Orthodox church, whichaso
worshipsat Hope, presented adisplay at theMixed
MediaArt Exhibit. Thesenior choir had areunion dinner
and rehearsa for Sunday morning anthems.

Inthewordsof aprayer Pastor Thorpe used, we
also prayed “ May God be ever in her midst to bless
those who serve and all who worship here” .

Remodeled chancel area done during Renewal and
Restoration Project - 1990-1991.

In 2001, Stepping Up for
Hope was a project to
rebuild the seriously
decayed front steps and
improve the landscaping.

el

e r——aar- | =
Repaired steps and
admirers.
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The Parsonage

A parsonage was built
behind the church for
$4,433 in 1914. Parking
was an issue in the fifties,
so the house we owned at
627 - 13th Avenue South-
east was torn down, and
the parsonage was sold
and moved to provide a
parking lot. Another
parsonage was purchased
on River Road. Later,
Pastor David Preus
requested a “living allow-
ance” instead of a parson-
age, so that he could
purchase and live in a
house that formerly
belonged to Minnesota
Governor Preus. We have

not had a parsonage since.
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Housing and Rental Properties

TheMcMillan Apartments, located onthe
corner of 12" Avenue and 7" Street, were purchased
for $96,000in 1974.

Theblock committee dedling with housing and
rental issueshad been at work since 1974. Tohelp
matters, ahousing corporation wasestablished inthe
1980s. After much study and opposition, the block
committee recommended that thefour rental housesand
garageson church property berazed. Inthat placea
new parking lot with landscaping was planned. The
project wasto befunded by Hopefor the Nineties
capital fund drive. The congregation approvedthe
proposal on May 23, 1984. The parking lot was
completed that fall with much work doneby Hope
members.

It wasthought that we could possibly build senior
housing there, but SEMPACC (Southeast Minneapolis
neighborhood organization to improve neglected prop-
erties) had arulethat buildings could not exceed a
certain height, and aproject small enough to obey that
rulewould not befinancialy feasible.

In her memoirs, Hope member Mildred Berger
writesof moving tothe M cMillan apartmentsin Septem-
ber of 1942. Those apartments housed many activeand
faithful Hope members. Mildredwrote, “ The 12
familieshave beenvery closeand likeonefamily.”

Therewasmuch discussion for several yearsabout
theMcMillan apartments. 1t wasadifficult decison.
Thebuilding committee studied theissueand the Board
of Commissionersconsdered thefacts. Thebuildings
werenot cost effective. The congregation voted on
August 18, 1985to sl the McMillan apartmentsfor
$302,000.



Rummage Sale

When Verle Rhoadeswas president of the ALCW (American Lutheran Church
Women) in 1967, shethought it might be worthwhileto have aWhite Elephant Sdeto
raise money for the new Holtkamp organ. The Women of Hopetook on the project
whichwasheldin Fellowship Hall, and earned $752.54inoneday. They diditagainin
1968 ($849.55), and it hasbeen an annual event ever since; only the name has
changed.

Now in 2004, therummage sa e, asitisnow known, isawhole-church project
that raisesmoney for non-budgeted itemsin our congregation. It providesacommunity
sarvice, recycling of clothing, householditemsand furniture, charitablegiving (10% of
grossrevenues and unsold merchandise) and much friendship-building. Thesdehas
earned $11,000 to $14,000 annually inrecent years. Thetotal earned exceeded
$255,000 by 2001.

Special Gifts and the Endowment Fund

TheHope Church Trust wasformed in 1983 to administer al fundsthat arenot a
part of thegenera church budget. Specid Giftsfunds provideamechanismfor people
togivefor aspecid purpose. For example, if anindividua isparticularly interestedin
givingto enhance church music, agift can be madeto theMusic Fund. Theelected
Trust Board makes certain that themoney isspent for thefunction designated. Besides
music, other funds presently activeare Arts& Environment, Library, Student Outreach,
and Heritage.

Bequests, memoriasand other specid giftsthat arenot specifically designated are
deposited in the Endowment Fund. Except for an emergency that challengesthe sur-
viva of the church, only the earningsfrom the Endowment Fund can be spent. Aswith
Specid Gifts, these expenditures should befor specia itemsouts dethe routine expendi-
turesof the church.
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In the 1940s and 1950s the
Lutheran Student
Association at the
University invited students
to buffet suppers and social
hours at University Luth-
eran Church of Hope and
Grace University Lutheran
Church.

1948
® Mortgage paid - debt free
Hope

1949
® Children’schoirs

1952
® Sponsorship of Hauk family
from Germany

1954

® Hope 50th Anniversary
Celebration

® Parish education wing fund
and plans
® Membership - 1,400

1956

® Dedication of Parish
Educationwing

® Two offices
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Credit Union

TheCredit Union at University L utheran Church of
Hopewas chartered by the State of Minnesotain
December 1959. Its purposeisto be of servicefor the
financia needsof membersof Universty Lutheran
Church of Hope, including family membersand blood
relatives. The Credit Union motto “ PeopleHelping
Peopl€e’ isits basis.

TheCredit Unionisaplaceto put money asdein
asavingsaccount and aresourcefor loansto purchase
automobiles, personal goods, or to pay off debts. The
loan rates are competitive with thosein the market place
and aresgnificantly lower than theratesof chargecards
or credit cards.

All share/ savingsaccountsareinsured by the
federa government throughthe Nationa Credit Union
Share Insurance Fund up to $100,000. The Credit
Union carriesablanket lifeinsurancepolicy ondl share
accounts, matching deposits up to amaximum of $3,000
aswell aslifeand disability coverage onloansup to
$10,000. These coveragesare at no additional cost to
themembers.



| planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one
who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 1 Corinthians 3:6-7 (NRSV)

Chapter 4

Pastors Planted Seeds

ope has been continually blessed with outstanding pastorswho sowed seeds

that we have hel ped spread all over theworld. Our gifted pastorshave
helped usin different waysto seethat our Christian faith needsto be demonstrated in
our daily lives.

Asmuchaswewouldliketoinclude ALL of the pastorswho have ministered at
Hope, thereisnot enough roomto providethat information. Thischapter highlightsthe
Senior pastorsthrough theyears.

Olaf EliasBrandt wasborn Feb. 19, 1862 in Rock River, Wisconsin of the Rev.
Nilsand Diderikke (Ottesen) Brandt . Thefamily moved to Decorah, lowawherehis
father was apastor at a Decorah congregation and ateacher at L uther College. Olaf
graduated from L uther College asitsyoungest graduate. He graduated from Concordia
Seminary, wasordained, and began hisministry in Cleveland. Accordingto hisstudent
Dr. Herman Preus, the Rev. Brandt started home missionswhilethere, serving twelve
congregationsinan areaof 500 miles. Heministered to Norwegian saillorson the Great
L akes, gathering themin small groupsfor worship. For him, missonwasapassion. He
was gentle and soft spoken, yet ready to tramp 25 milesthrough virgin forest to minister
to Canadian congregations of Scandinavian descent in Ontario.

Pastor Brandt was ascholar, who after serving Lake View Congregationin
Chicago, traveled to Leipzig (Germany) University to study. Hewascalled to L uther
Seminary in 1897 where he became Vice Presidentin 1918. Whileat Luther, he
married EmmaGalby in 1899. Shewaswell educated and atrained musician who
contributed muchto Dr. Brandt’ sministry.

He served the seminary community for 39 years. Dr. Brandt wasregarded by his
studentsasafriend and spiritual father. However, henever lost hismissionary zeal and
in 1905 he saw the need to build achurch to serve students at the University of Minne-
sotaand to servethe peopl e of the southeast areaof Minneapolis. During hisHope
ministry, hetravel ed the state preaching and appealing for money to buy land and build
Hope Church. Hiswife Emmatook theroleof historian, and itisthanksto her records
that we haveinformation onthoseearly yearsof the church.
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Pastor Thorpe took the
giant leap of gradually
changing Hope's Sunday
services from Norwegian to
English. Membership
increased and by 1930 a
new church had been built.
It was so full that it was
necessary to offer two
services each Sunday.

1957
* Bell instaledin bell tower

1958

® Operation Bootstrap Africa
Sunday School Outreach
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According to Dr. Herman Preus, Dr. Brandt was
an outstanding theol ogian who wasactivein theol ogical
conversations, leading tothe 1917 merger of Norwegian
Lutheran Churches,

Christian Scriver Thorpe, 1911-1948

Pastor Christian Thorpewasthe pastor of a
Norwegian Lutheran churchin Glendive, Montanain
1911 when hereceived acall from“asmall misson
churchinthe shadow of the University of Minnesota. It
had been struggling to live, with lessthan 100 members,
and had proved to be aplace no minister wanted.

“I received acdl from my father-in-law tellingmel
should not accept the call because* It hasno future'.

“| waspromised asalary of $1,200 ayear and
wasto pay for my own parsonage. The housewerented
cost $35 amonth, soit meant we had $65 amonth to
liveon. During thefirst two yearsthey were often unable
to pay mewhat had been promised. When that hap-
pened, Dr. Brandt would taketo theroad again and try
to collect what waslacking.”

Chrigtian Thorpeisremembered asbeing agentle,
self-effacing, beloved pastor. He played golf withthe
priestsof St. Lawrence Catholic Church. Hewasa
quiet peacemaker who gently and fairly resolved con-
flict.

Pastor Thorperetired in June 1948 after 38 years.
Pastor Arndt Halvorson wrotein the October 16, 1954
Visitor that Pastor Thorpe*® camein 1911 when the
work wasfeeble, but promising. Heretired after tre-
mendous growth and devel opment of thevigorousL SA
(Lutheran Student Associ ation) movement.



“Hesaw thecongregation through alargebuilding
program. He became one of the best known and best
loved personsin Southeast Minneapolis. Throughal his
years, hewasbest known for hisexcellent sermons’,
preached without amicrophone. Neighborsof the
churchlikedtorecal hiswalksaround theareaashe
talked out hissermons.

Joseph Knutson, 1948-1951

The Rev. Joseph Knutson followed Pastor Thorpe.
Heisremembered asadynamic and challenging leader
with astrong presence, aman who aways spokehis
mind. Oneof Knutson'sprioritieswas Vacation Bible
School. It wasduring histenurethat the church library
wasfounded. Heleft in 1951 to become president of
ConcordiaCollegein M oorhead.

Arndt Halvorson, 1951-1957

Arndt Halvorson presided over Hopeduring a
period of unprecedented growth. Heand hiswife, Emily,
and their five children moved to Minnesotafrom
Immanuel Lutheran Churchin Forest City, lowa. (A
gxthchild, Len, wasbornin Minnegpolis.) Whilein
Forest City, Hal vorson had served as president of
Waldorf Collegeaswell aspastor of Immanuel.

Emily Halvorson remembersthat her husband was
attracted to University L utheran Church of Hopeeven
whiledtill astudent at L uther Seminary. Hetold her,
“There'sachurch that would beachallenge. I'dliketo
makeadifferencethere.”

Vicki Miller, whose children were baptized by
Halvorson, recalled hisbeautiful tenor voice. He dsing
“ThereisaBaminGilead” fromthebacony and his
voicewouldfill thechurch. He sang for thewedding of
Jack and DonnaParry, who recently cel ebrated their

These were booming years
at Hope; the Sunday school
had more children than it
could hold, and the
children’s choir had 40 to
50 kids. The rows were
packed with University of
Minnesota students and its
services were broadcast on
the radio. Verle Rhoades
described these years at
Hope as “lively and buzzing
with activity.”

1959

® Saturday School with church
school and choir

® Commission system
adopted asgoverning
leadership

® Bylawschangedtoinclude

women'’s vote and position
inleadership

® Credit Union - firstin ALC
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The decade of the sixties
was also a time of extreme
change for Hope's South-
east Minneapolis neighbor-
hood. The freeway was
built only four blocks away,
and the campus expanded
into the neighborhood. The
general unrest over civil
rights and the war in
Vietnam was felt on the
University of Minnesota
campus.

Under the leadership of
Pastor Preus, Hope Church
was instrumental in acting
for the community. He
himself played a large role
in this cause by serving on
the Minneapolis School
Board for much of his time
as pastor.

1960
® Altar Guild

® Education emphasis and
adult education
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50" wedding anniversary. Music wasan important part
of worshipfor theHalvorsonfamily.

Architectsfrom St. Olaf Collegedesigned the
chapd and education wing to accommodatethisgrowth.
Emily remembersthe* adventurous, open minds’ of
peopleat University Lutheran Church of Hope. “They
knew how to makethings happen,” shesaid.

Halvorson was best known for hispreaching.
“Every timehesteppedinto the pul pit, it wasasthough
hewasfilledwiththeHoly Spirit. Hedidn't ook at his
notes.” Emily added that Bible study wasimportant to
Halvorson. “It wasthemainincentivefor him. Hefelt
therewassuch aneed.” Added Verle Rhoades, “ Arndt
would probably want to be remembered for the spiritual
impact he made on the congregation.”

Pastor Halvorson was called to the seminary twice;
the second time he said yes. Hetaught homileticsthere
for 30 years. Later hemoved onto aPrescott, Arizona
congregation, ending hiscareer with parish ministry, just
ashehad awaysintended.

David Preus, 1957-1972

University L utheran Church of Hope hasseen
several of itslead pastorsmoveon to higher positions
withinthe Lutheran Church. David Preuswasonesuch
pastor. His 15 yearsas pastor at Hope covered the
turbulent decade of the 1960s, an extremely important
timenot only for our country but also for our congrega-
tion. Pastor Preuswas el ected Vice President of the
American Lutheran Churchin1972. Soon &fter, he
became president (now called Presiding Bishop) upon
the death of President Kent Knutson. Preusspent 15
yearsasthe president and then the Presiding Bishop of
the American L utheran Church (one of theforerunners
totheELCA).



Hope' sreationswith other neighborhood churches
wereintrangtion during thesixties. Theconnectionto
area Protestant churcheswas easy, but it took the
second Vatican Council to bring the cross-street congre-
gationsof Hopeand St. Lawrence Catholic Church
together. Preusrecalls speaking to the adult education
programat St. Lawrence after thiswarming of relations,
the benefitsof which aretill enjoyed today.

Two areasthat Preusbelieved were particular
strengths of Hope during histenureweretheyouth
program and the music program, under theleadership of
renowned chora directorsLarry FHeming, Dde
Warland, and Marilyn Gisselquist. Healso nominated
thefirst woman as congregational president.

Preusnoted that Hope has been uniquely placed to
illustrate how adiverse group of peopleinarapidly
changing urban community can continueto function
effectively. Becauseof thewillingnessof Hope' smem-
berstotackledifficult issues, Preussaid, it has continued
to beacongregation with atightly bound community and
alively fdlowship.

The Lowell Erdahl years, 1972-1982

Lowell Erdahl, likemost of Hope' spastors, first
learned of the congregation whileat L uther Seminary.
Helived near Hope and attended worship here. Hewas
attracted to ministry at Hope because of itsengagement
inworld affairsviaresol utions presented to the district
convention. He appreciated theleadership of David
Preus.

Beforearriving at Hope, Erdahl spent adecade at
Farmington L utheran Church andfiveyearsonthe
homileticsfaculty of Luther Seminary. Hewaselected
Digtrict President of the Southeast MinnesotaDistrict of
the American Lutheran (ALC) in 1983 and wasinstalled

According to Lowell Erdahl,
Hope served as a model of
how a congregation can be
concerned about its
members as well as the
wider issues of the world.
The Community Concerns
and Global Concerns
Commissions were very
active during Erdahl's time
at Hope.

1963

Civil rightsmovement

Interstate Hwy 35 construc-
tion through Southeast
neighborhood

Southeast Minneapolis

Planning and Coordinating
(SEMPAC)

President Kennedy
assasinated

Merger of several Lutheran
bodiesto ALC

ELC changedto ALC

627 - 13th Ave. residence
torn down for parking lot
Dorcas Circlebegins
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Two weeks into Pastor
Mays' ministry, the long-
time business manager of
the congregation suddenly
died, leaving few financial
records. During the next
two years, the congregation
developed accounting and
budgeting processes,
divested itself of three
adjacent rental houses and
apartment buildings, and
built the parking lot.

1964

® Choir presents “Amahl and
the Night Visitors’
® Red hymnal used

1968

® Martin Luther King Jr.
assassinated

® Dedication of Holtkamp

organ and refurbishing/
redesigning of thealtar area
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by then-president of the AL C, David Preus, another
former Hope pastor. He served asAL C District Presi-
dent for over three yearsbefore being el ected Bishop of
the St. Paul Area Synod of the newly formed Evangeli-
ca Lutheran Churchin America, aposition heheldfor
eight years. He served asapart-timeinterim pastor at
Gethsemane L utheran Churchin Hopkinsfor 19 months
following histerm asbishop.

Erdahl haswritten 10 books, including Be Good to
Each Other (co-authored with hiswife, Carol) and 10
Habits for Effective Ministry.

Charles Mays, 1982-1986

Pastor CharlesMays' three-year tenureasHope's
senior pastor featured dramatic changes at Hope, amost
fromtheday hearrived. Heresponded enthusiastically
to the congregation’s appetitefor engaging the peace
and justiceissues of the day and opposing the Reagan
administration’snuclear buildup. Hecameto Hopefrom
Lord of LifeLutheran Churchin Renton, Washington.

A graduate of Luther Seminary, heinternedintheinner
city of Washington, D.C. during thecivil rightsmove-
ment.

Pastor Mays saw the congregation’smissionfield
astheentire Twin Citiescommunity. “When | came, we
had many young families[at Hope] who had bought
starter homesinthe city and then moved to the suburbs.
Wetried to hel p them see Hope' simmediate neighbor-
hood asaplace of concern whileengaging thelifeof the
whole—work, family, politica life, aswell asworship
life”

Pastor Mays delighted in the people of Hope
giving him permissionto be himself instead of burying his
persondity under the office of the pastor. Under his
leadership, the Sunday School met duringthetime



between the 8:30 and 11:00 o’ clock worship services
so children would beincluded in worship and aconve-
nient timefor adult education wasprovided. This
became known as The Education Hour. Accessto
worship and congregationa lifefor membersand others
with disabilitieswasgreetly enhanced by theingtallation
of anelevator that alowed wheel chairsinto the sanctu-
ary. Pastor Mayssaid that if weareever going to
addresstheissueof accessbility, including theelevator,
‘Let’'sdoit NOW!" Wedid.

Maysbelieveshismost important contributionto
Hopewasreintroducing pastor-led Bible studiesusing
thetwo-year Crossways program, which encourages
participantsto livewith thebiblical textsand theques-
tionsthey simulate.

In January 1987, Maysaccepted acall to Holy
Trinity Lutheran Churchin Port Angeles, Washington, a
congregation very much likeHopein sizeand dynamics,
where he continues challenging membersfrom the pul pit
ontheissuesof theday.

Mark Hanson, 1988-1995

Pastor Mark Hanson isthe most recent exampl e of
aformer Hope pastor going on to greater responsbility
inthelarger church. Hewaselected Bishop of the St.
Paul AreaSynodin 1995, and in 2001 hewas el ected
Presiding Bishop of the EL CA, aposition hetill holds
today. Heisalso president of the Lutheran World
Federation (LWF), an organization that represents
nearly 62 million Lutheransin 76 countries.

Hanson wasdrawn to ministry at Hope becauseit
provided anintegration of hisfirst two calls: to urban
ministry and to acongregation of intellectua people
interested infaith exploration and socia justiceissues.
Healso saw it aspossessing afurther challenge—that of
being located next to amajor university campus.

Pastor Lamont Koerner
was called part time as
Minister of Outreach and
Fellowship in 1985. Pastor
Koerner restructured the
student ministry, working
closely with Lutheran
Campus Ministry and the
young adults at Hope.

When Pastor Charles Mays
was called to Port Angeles,
Washington, Pastor
Koerner led the church
through the change until
Pastor Mark Hanson was
called in June 1988. He
became a pastor at
Lutheran Campus Ministry
in 1992, a post he still
holds.
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Pastor Judith Mattison
was called to Trinity
Lutheran Church in
Evanston, lllinois in January
1997.

Pastor Kwanza Yu was
called from Nebo Lutheran
Church in Chicago to
replace her.

1970

® Dedication of Thorpe
Chapel

® Task forcefor refugees

® Fellowship meals

® \Women'sordination

® Friendly Visitors and Tape
Ministry
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What he hastaken with him from hisexperience at
Hope, said Hanson, ishow central worshipistothelife
of church; how acommunity of faith can engagechal-
lengingissues(such ashomosexuality); and how to
collaboratewith and affirm strong leaders.

Healso remembersdeaing withthe 1989 fireand
theremodeling of the sanctuary astwo challenging but
ultimately successful periodsof histenureat Hope.
Addressing housing issues, he added, wasakey part of
hissocid justiceminigtry.

When Pastor Hanson was el ected Bishop of the
St. Paul AreaSynod, hereplaced theretiring former
Hope pastor, Bishop Lowel| Erdahl. During theinterim
timethe church was managed with strong leadership
from Pastor Judith Mattison.

Pastor Keith Olstad wasinstalled in September
1997. Heand Pastor M attison each had thetitle of
“Pastor”.

Keith Olstad, 1997-2000

Pastor Keith Ol stad first became aware of Hope
whilehe servedin campus ministry at the University of
Minnesotaduring the 1970s. “1 knew about Hope's
stature asacongregation committed toliving faithinthe
world, served by strong preachers,” hesaid, adding
that, “When | joined the Hope staff inthe 1990s, | was
drawn by itscontinuing tradition of strong ministry inthe
world anditshistory of fineworship and preaching.”

Olstad found that serving as pastor at Hope
provided him with both challengesand rewards. He
reportsthat hisbiggest chalengeswereinleading the
church inbecoming aReconciled in Christ congregation
and in completing the Onward |1 campaign. Heaso
found worship involvement, teaching confirmation
indruction, and Biblestudy fulfilling.



Beforeleading Hope, Pastor Olstad served in
campusministry, inner city and working-classparish
ministry, community organizing, agency administration,

S - Throughout the years
andasaninterimminigter.

several of Hope's sons and
daughters were later

“Hope'scommitment to begenuinely opentoall ordained into the ministry.
peopleand to cel ebrate ministry with beauty are per- They include A.B. Swan,
hapstwo of itsgreatest gifts,” said Olstad. Paul Watson, Russell

Peterson, David Belgum,

Pastor K eith Olstad resigned in February 2000. David Boxrud, Ronald
Pastor Gary Wilker son cameto serve aslong-term Jensen, Nolan Watson,
interim pastor, during which timeheunited membersand Steve Berkeland, Mary

Halvorson, Scott Westphal

took Hope' svision forward once more. .
e and Merlin Satrom.

Pastor Craig Shirley wascalledtobelLead
Pastor in August 2001. Additional information regarding
our current pastors can befoundin Chapter Eight -
Who We Are Now.

Picturesof the previous Senior Pastorscan be
foundinthe halway outside of theLounge.

TheRev. Kent Knutson (former president of the
American Lutheran Church) and hisfamily weremem-
bersof Hope at onetime, so we could say that Univer-
sty Lutheran Church of Hope has been the home of
three presidents, or bishops, of the nationa church:

Kent Knutson, David Preusand Mark Hanson. Pastors
Lowell Erdahl and Mark Hanson were a so Bishops of
the St. Paul AreaSynod.

1973
® Mildred Templin first Hope

woman to be congregation
president

e Senior Club begins

® Dr. Kent Knutson dies and
David Preus elected
president (now Presiding
Bishop) of the ALC

® Branch Sunday School at
Luxton Park
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Worship at University Lutheran Church of Hope - early 1990s.



The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers. Ephesians 4:11 (NRSV)

Chapter 5

Ministry of the Laity and
Our Community of Faith

Our outstanding pastorsover the yearshave used the giftsof the Spirit to
inspirelay membersin myriad endeavorsall over theworld. Bishop Mark
Hanson says, “ All over the church | have met people who at one point in their lives
wor shiped at Hope. It has prepared the wider church with incredible leaders and
members, and needs to take pride in that.”

AsHope's50th anniversary approached, group activity accel erated and member-
shipincreased to 1,400, with 450 studentsin Sunday School. Eleven peoplewereon
staff: Pastor Halvorson, an office secretary, aparish visitor, ayouth worker, astudent
intern, an organist, adirector and an assi stant director of music, and three custodians-
onefor the church, onefor the parish house (former parsonage), and onefor the
Glencar Chapel. Therewerefour boardsto govern thework of the church: aBoard of
Trustees (dealt with financial issues), aBoard of Deacons (dealt with ministry), aBoard
of Deaconessesand aBoard of Parish Education.

Hope shigtory isfilled with lay people whose enthusiasm, energy, and vision have
givenlifetothework of the church and theleadership of its pastors. To better reflect
thisbounty of lay leadership, Hopeinstituted anew governance systemin 1959, chang-
ing itscongtitution from adeacon/trustee system to acommission system. Thecommis-
sion system would involve more people and could grow and changewith thetimes. The
origina commissionswere Pastoral Affairs, Worship, Music and the Arts, Education;
Membership; Group Life; Outreach; Property; Financeand Corporate Relations.
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Meals have brought
people together since
earliest times for friendship
and fundraising. Easter
breakfasts, International
Fair, Taste of Hope,
summer picnics, student
meals, Thanksgiving,
Senior Club luncheons and
more. These meals were
put on by women up until
the 1990s.

Meals have also been a
way to show concern for
one another. The Caring
Neighbor program was
begun in 1991 to send
home-cooked meals to
members going through
difficult times.
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Community Life of the Church

By 1930, themembership of University Lutheran
Church of Hopewas 525 and the church waswell
established. Theseweretheyearsof theHopeMen's
Brotherhood and the L adies Circle. Famous church
dinnerswere served, which oftenincluded lutefisk. A
GirlsClubwasorganized, aswasaRho Circleof the
L utheran Daughtersof the Reformation, and therewasa
Women'sMissonary Federation. Many serviceactivi-
tiesflowed from those groups.

During theWorld Wer |1 years, the Visitor often
contained news of Hope memberswho wereinthe
armedforces. 1n 1946, Hope held abanquet for
returning servicemen, giving specia honor totheseven
Gold Star Menwholost their lives.

TheJanuary 1946 Visitor mentioned the publica-
tion of a Smorgasbord Cookbook for $1.50, with 700
recipes, including someto serve 500 peoplefor specia
dinners. Inthoseyears, Hope' sNorwegian rootswere
till obvious, withrecipesfor lefseand fruit soup quite
prominent.

Seniors on fall luncheon outing.



Senior Ministry

From the 1960sto 2003 we have had ordained
andlay gtaff vigt shut-ins, bringing them communionand
keeping them in touch with Hope church. Throughthe
tape ministry, shut-inscan hear the Sunday morning
serviceswhich aremailed out to them.

The Senior Club beganinthe 1970sfor friendship
and programsfor seniors. Inthe 1980s, the group met
around aluncheon and programwhich continuestorthis

day.

QRS, a“senior” group planning activitiesfor fun
and friendship outside the church, beganin 1989. For
example, thisgroup might takein an afternoon at the
Chanhassen Theater or aChristmas concert or atrip to
seetheMinnesota Twins.

TheFriendly Visitor programisaone-to-one
connectionwith membersof Universty L utheran Church
of Hopewho have specia needs. Many are shut-in,
either at homeor inacare center. Somedtill attend
church and carefor themselves, but need aspecial
friend. Weliketo describethesevisitsasthearmsof
University Lutheran Church of Hope reaching out and
embracing these membersto | et them know we care.

TheEaster Plant project alowsEaster plantsto
be ordered by congregation membersin memory or in

honor of loved ones. TheFriendly Vistorsdistributethe

plantsafter the Easter servicesto homebound and
grievingmembers,

In 2003, thereare 25to 30 volunteersserving
fathfully asFriendly Visitors. Each volunteer isassgned
aspecific person or coupleandisasked tovisit oneor
two times each month plusphonecals. Birthdaysare
celebrated and family connectionsare made.

Families with adopted
children: Several Hope
families have adopted
children from other
countries, and formed a
group in 2001. They have
expanded to include all
families with adopted
children. The group fosters
a good sense of intimate
community, friendship and
support.

Adults Connecting
Together (ACT) was
organized in 1992 for
friendships among young
adults.
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Women of Hope

Circleswereformed early to connect women who lived near to oneanother. In
the 1920s, high schoal girlsformed the Gleaners, achildren’sministry group. One
project was making abedspread to be auctioned off.

Inthe 1950s, Lambda Circlewasfor businessand professiona women, Naomi
and Eunicemet in the evening for working women, Martha, Rebeccaand Ruth circles
met for lunch, and Mary met for dessert. TherewasaMothersCircleandaYoung
MothersCircle. Later inthe 1950s, the M others Circle becamethe GloriaCircle, with
theresponghility for the Children’s Choir, which wasalarge and enthusiastic group.

Circlesserved a weddings and funeralsand took responsibility for an areaof
service such asthe nursery, kitchen, Plymouth Youth Center, and others. They spon-
sored socid activities, such asthe Mothersand Daughters Banquet. 1n 1965, the
mothersand daughters needed to stay in the church basement until theofficia “all clear”
after the Fridley tornadoes.

Dorcas Circlewasformed in the 1970s by mothersand their daughterswho had
young children. They met inthe nursery so that the children could be brought to the
meetings. They wanted aseparate circleto avoid criticismsfrom other circlesthat the
young mothersdid not preparetheir lessonsadequately. At that timethe ALCW
(American Lutheran Church Women) wasfor “married women”.

Socia changesgradually came about after World War 11, when women were
needed to work outside their homes. Women becameinterestedintheir careersoutside
of thehome and by the 1960s, fewer women were availabletojoincircles. Women's
Rightsbecameanationa issueat about the sametimeasthe Civil Rightsmovement.

Women wereinvited toleadershipinthe 1960s. Alpha Smaby wasthe Commis-
sioner of Corporate Relations, which aso encompassed issuesof socia justice. Other
early female commissionersincluded IlaMae L angguth, Education Commissioner, and
Verle Rhoades, Group Life.

\Women continued to haveincreasing participationin churchleadership. Our first
woman congregationa president wasMildred Templinin1973. The ALC votedto
allow women pastorsin 1970, and we studied adocument, “Women and Menin
Church and Society — Toward Wholenessin the Christian Community.”
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Hope'sfirst femal e pastor, Susan Hedahl, was called to the churchin 1975.
Pastor Hedahl held regular meetingsfor women who wanted to study the Biblefroma
feminist point of view. It wassad for many when Pastor Hedahl | eft after her two-year
cal ended.

Inthe 1990s, new ways of gathering together emerged, such as Saturday morning
brunchesand weekend retreats. Thelarge group, Women of Hope, no longer met.
Dorcas, Gloria, Eunice, and Naomi-Rebeccacirclesand other groupsthat meet for
Biblestudy arestill active. They nourishtheir spiritswith Bible study aswell asserve
thechurchindl areasof thecongregationd life.

Women continueto beactivein circles, commissionsand other activities. Thisis
the statement of purpose of the Women of Hopein 2004:

As a community of women created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,

we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our rights, support one
another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing
and wholeness in the church, the society and the world.

AsWomen of Hope, we are called to worship, service, study and rejoice
together. May we continue to enjoy the bonds that we have formed,
and open our circleto welcome all. Aswe continue our work in the life
and ministry of Hope, may we remember,

“but those who wait for
the LORD shall renew
their strength, they shall
mount up with wings
like eagles, they shall
run and not be weary;,
they shall walk and not
faint.”

- Isaiah 40:31 (NRSV)

Women of Hope at retreat center - late 1990s.
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At the Women’s Anniver-
sary Brunch in October,
2003, the women of Hope
had a Rummage Sale Style
Show and Fashion
Competition. They enjoyed
a skit, “A Ladies Aid is Born”
written by the Rev. C.S.
Thorpe.

42

Anniversary Song of the Ladies’ Aid
(To the tune of “Battle Hymn of the Republic”)

1. Inour journey towards the future,
let us pause beside the way.
Let uslinger with our mem’ries
and relive them while we may.
Let usdream awhile and sing awhile
and celebrate today,
And then go marching on!

Chorus:
Glory, glory hallelujah!
Glory, glory hallelujah!
Glory, glory hallelujah!
And then go marching on!

2. Like true soldiers we' ve marched on
with steady heart and steady hand.
We have rallied round our captains
and have followed their command.
Now we've reached our first big milestone
and are called to make a stand,
And then go marching on!

3. We've been guided in our efforts
by Hiswisdom from on high.
We have trusted in His promise
with our faces toward the sky.
When we've stumbled, weak and weary,
He has never passed us by,
While we' ve been marching on.

4. What the future holds before us
only God Himself can know.
All He asks of usisfaithfulness
and courage here below.
May we be like you good virgins
with our lamp lightsall aglow,
While we are marching on.

- Mrs. O. H. Nelson



For surely | know the plans | have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and
not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Jeremiah 29:11 (NRSV)

Chapter Six

Passing On the Faith

here has always been a Sunday School at University L utheran Church of

Hope. Threeyearsafter the church wasformed, Pastor Brandt reported 90
regular pupilsand ten teachersin the Sunday School. Hisreport also stated the* com-
municant membership” was43 and number of “souls’ 62. Sunday school hasaways
been of primary importance to the membership of Hope. By 1913, therewere 103
students. By 1927, therewere 187 pupils.

Besidesthe Sunday School at Hope, recordsindicate thereweretimeswhen the
church operated Sunday Schoolsat other locations. A branch Sunday School was
started out on Rose Hill (now Lauderdale) in 1915. Mr. A. B. Swan, auniversity
student, acted as superintendent and there were 40 students. Thereisno record about
how long thislasted, but Mr. Swan leftin 1917. Heattended L uther seminary and was
ordained at Hopein 1924. Seminary student Fredrik Schiotz wasin charge at Prospect
Park. Helater became president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and held interna-
tional officesaswell.

In 1929, records note that there were 400 children in Sunday School, with branch
Sunday Schoolsin threelocations: the newly purchased Glencar Chapel at 25" and
Talmadge S.E., Prospect Park Chapel at Bedford and Franklin, and Rose Hill Chapel.

-y

Original basement kitchen being used for Sunday School class.



1974
® McMillan apartments sold
to Hope

1975
® Pastor Sue Hedahl first
woman pastor at Hope

1976
® Hope Church bus

1978
® Green hymnal, Lutheran
Book of Worship

1979

® 75th Anniversary Celebra-
tion

® Tuesday morning Bible
study

® Accessiblity Fund begins

® QRSactivemid-lifers

® Fruit Soup Sunday
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Our Sunday Schoolshad alocationwithinwalking
distancefor every childinthe Southeast Minneapolis
area. Therecordisnot clear how long these Sunday
Schoolslasted, but the October 1940 Visitor lists39
teachersfor Hope and ten for Glencar.

By 1945 therewere 280 students, and 450in
1954. During construction of the parish center, classes
aganmetinMarshal High School, including adult and
student Bible classes. On Sunday November 18, 1956,
the Parish Center wasdedicated. Thiscenter has
efficiently provided for the needs of the Sunday Schooal,
classesfor outside groups, meetings and therummage
saletothe present day.

Satur day School beganin 1959 for children who
wereinthe Cherub (grades 1 —3) and Carol (grades4
—6) choirs. They studied music fundamentalsand
principlesof worship, had choir rehearsal, and then had
Sunday School lessonsfor two hourson Saturday
mornings. Musicdirector DaleWarland and Marilyn
Gisselquist led thisnew program. By 1978, the parents
wanted their childrento be ableto participatein Satur-
day sporting activities, so choir practicewas changed to
Sunday.

Basement upper FeIIowshipHalI (now Heritage Hall) being
used for Sunday School.



The Adult Forum, which
is held during the Educa-
tion Hour, is a vehicle for
educating adults. This
forum provides a time for
education on issues of
concern to the Christian.
During the late 1980s,
forums often were used to
discuss the Affirmation of
Welcome to all people who
may have felt excluded.

Parish Hall finished Sunday School rooms after 1956. Twice a year we have
Stories of Hope, when
individuals from the

In 1973, abranch Sunday School wasstartedin congregation tell their faith
the Luxton Park Building inthe Glendale Community stories.

public housingin Southeast Minneagpolis. It was super-

vised by the Rev. Larry Reyeltsand taught by Augsburg

Collegeand L uther Seminary studentswhowere

membersof Hope. Asmany as 50 children attended.

In 1975, the parents requested that the children
attend the“real church”. Carsthen brought the children
to Hopefor Sunday School (asthey had for Vacation
Bible School in1974-75). In 1976 abuswasrented
and later purchased. Hopebecamemorevisibleinthe
community. Effortsweremadetointerest andinclude
thefamilieswith baptism, confirmation, and adult classes
offered. Inthefall of 1983, a10" anniversary celebra-
tionwasheld at L uxton.

1980
® | oaves & Fishes

1981

® [nternational Year of the
Handicapped

® Hope Peacemakers“call to
halt armsrace’

1982
® Sponsorship of Asbu family
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Two Vacation Bible School experienceswereoften offered inthemid 1970sand
early 1980sat Hope: aFamily VBSfor five eveningsin Juneand awaysatwo-week
VBSfor childreninJuly or August. Thesewereexciting weeksasthe Gospel came
alivethrough stories, songs, active participation and persona relationships. Oftena
special happening, person, or gathering placewasfeatured to carry out the Biblical
theme. Examplesincludestudyinginaboat by the* Seaof Galileg”, visitingwith or
“being” aBiblical character, or “livingintheHoly Land” during Biblical times. Who can
forget thelive sheep and goat in the courtyard for those two weeksone year?

Pastor CharlesMaysencouraged Bible study for adults. A favoritefor many were
the Tuesday morning and Tuesday evening studies. The Tuesday morning studiesstill
continue.

Children werewel comed at the communion table and permitted to receivethe
elementsintheearly 1980s. Sincethat time, familiesaregiveninstructionin order that
parents can decide when children areready to commune.




For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life. Ephisians 2:10 (NRSV)

Chapter Seven

Service to the World

H ope haslong been recogni zed asan advocatefor the church’sinvolvement in
peace and justice concerns. Tothisday, itisone of thetop reasonspeople
giveforjoiningHope. Itishard for many membersto separate theteachings of Jesus
from our responsesto our world. Within our commission structure suchissueswere
earlier addressed by the Corporate Concerns, Community Relationsand Globa Con-
cernsCommissions.

Webelievethisspirit runsthrough University Lutheran Church of Hopein every-
thing we do, from worship to Sunday School to therummagesale. To citeafew ex-
amples

* A percentage of money raised through capital campaignsand rummagesale
(12% and 10%, respectively) isgivento outside organizations. The Sunday
School offeringsgo to missions, such asthe Heifer Project or Global Health
Minidries.

*  Weprepareamonthly meal for low income househol dsthrough L oavesand

Fishes, and host familiesin trangtion from home essnessthrough Families
Moving Forward.

» Theadhoc Global Missions Group raised enough money for two nursing
scholarshipsin Nigeria, capital support to Maawi, and organized aservicetrip
to Mexico to help build ahigh school.

* Participantsin Service Sundays (held each January) dedicate many hours of
inter-generationa effort to avariety of good causes.

* Many Sunday adult education forums provide opportunitiesfor Hope members
tolearn about social justiceissues, and the University L utheran Church of Hope
Forum, initiated in 2001, containsastrong emphasison Socia Justice concerns.



In 1952 the Young
Couples Club sponsored

several immigrant families,

including the Otto and
Lydia Hauk family from
Germany. The Young
Couples welcomed the
Hauks into their hearts and
homes, fed and clothed
them, and found a home
and work for them. Their

children still fondly remem-

ber Luther League, choir,
and confirmation. The
Hauk children celebrated
the 50" anniversary of their
family’s immigration by
thanking University
Lutheran Church of Hope
with a monetary gift and a
reception in July 2002.
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* Wecollect for thelocal food shelf, weholda
summer drivefor hygiene productsfor Cabrini
House and we haveinvited them to participate
inour socid events.

*  Univergty Lutheran Church of Hoperesponded
to the September 11 terrorist attacksinavariety
of ways, from encouraging contributionsfor
relief effortsto donating fundsto the Minnesota
Idamic Center.

We a so collaborated with anumber of groups—
at Hope and other congregations— to support their
effortsfor socia justice.

Race Relations

When the calm optimism of the 1950sgaveway to
the erupting clouds of raceriotsinthe 1960s, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. organized the peaceful protest move-
ment, demonstrating for thecivil rightsof blacks. On
September 15, 1963, the Ku Klux Klan bombed the
Sixteenth Street Baptist Churchin Birmingham, Ala-
bama, killingfour girls.

Pastor David Preus challenged uswith the Gospel
message that week and an offering wastaken for the
victims families. Pastor Preuswasalready active
nationdly inthe Civil Rightsstruggle. Hetraveled
around the United Statesfor Civil Rightseventsand was
afounding member, dongwiththe Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., of the Conferenceon Religionand
Race. Itisfondly remembered by somethat every
Sunday Pastor Preus somehow or other got social
justiceinto hissermons, no matter what the scripture
textswerefor that day.



Our Board of Commissionersamended the Consti-
tution at that timeto read in part, “ membership shall not
beinfluenced by factorssuch asracia or national
characterigtics, socia or economic distinctionseduca
tional or politica backgrounds’.

Inthe early 1960s, homemeetingswereheld al
over Southeast, sponsored by the Minneapolis Council
of Churches. Membersof Hopeurged citizensat those
meetingsto bewilling to haveblack peopleliveintheir
neighborhood.

Pastor Preusjoined othersin April of 1968, ina
busrideto Memphisto join oneof Dr. King’'smarches.
Herecountsthat the National Guard wasthereto
“protect themarchers’, but the Guardsmen werefacing
themarchers, not thehostilewatchers. Hefdtintimi-
dated, asheissurewasintended.

Heremembersthat therewere costsfor everyone
who participated in that struggle. I paid someprices’,
hesays, but hewasnever physicaly harmed. He
recelved verbal abuse and threatsfrom peoplelocally as
well asnationally. Herecelved persistent phonethreats
including death threatson hischildren.

Pastor Preusisfirmin stating that hereceived
“genuineand widespread support” from our congrega-
tionintheseendeavors.

Pastor Marlene Helgemo was called asassociate
pastor with focuson youthin August 1987. Being
Native American, Pastor Helgemo brought aunique
perspectiveto ministry, particularly for youth. She
established, with the help of congregation members, a
four-point parish partnership for travel and dialogue
about sharedissuesof socid justice.

Refugees from all around
the world were again
coming to the United
States and the Twin Cities
in the 1970s. We began a
Refugee Task Force under
the Corporate Relations
Commission, to coordinate
our work on sponsorship.
We joined 12 other
churches in this effort,
sponsoring refugees from
Eritrea and South Africa.
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Thecongregationswere St. Paul’ s Ojibwe L utheran Church at the Turtle Mountain
Indian Reservationin North Dakota, Bethel New Life, ablack inner city churchin
Chicago, the L utheran Center in Mexico City, and University L utheran Church of Hope.
Throughtravels, youth and adult groupsformed rel ationshipswith peoplefrom the other
pointsof the parish. Women from the other churchescameherefor ajoint women’s
retreat. Pastor Helgemo wascalled to All Nations (Native American) Churchin
Minnegpolisin 1990.

Affirmation of Welcome

Duringthelate 1980s, Adult Forums often were used to discussthe Affirma-tion
of Welcometo all who may havefelt excluded. To statethe church’sintention, Hope
passed thisAffirmation:

University Lutheran Church of Hope, believing that the
gospel is God's gift to all people, seeks to continue to be a welcom-
ing community.

As a community of faith, we know that the world is often an
unloving place and that the experience of alienation isall too
common.

Weregjoice in the manner in which diversity has enriched,
nurtured and challenged the life and ministry we sharein Christ
and regret actions and attitudes which may have inhibited or
prevented access to Word and Sacrament because of age, race,
socioeconomic or marital status, physical or mental capacities, or
sexual orientation.

To those who have felt excluded, we extend a particular
invitation to share in God'’s reconciling activity among us.

To the stranger, we offer hospitality.

To all, we extend a most heartfelt welcome and wish them
continued joy and peace in the Lord.
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Reconciling in Christ

For many yearsUniversity Lutheran Church of
Hope has had areputation asawelcome placefor
membersof thelesbian and gay community. 1n1987,in
theearly yearsof the program, an effort wasmadeto
recognizethisopennessby joiningtheReconciledin
Christ program of Lutherans Concerned - North
America Theeffort wasnot asuccessat thetime, but
did resultin apowerful and eloquent Affirmation of
Welcome.

In 1994 the congregation, with input from the
Moral Discourse Taskforce, studied and discussed the
EL CA Human Sexudity statement, whichincluded
discussionsof homosexuality. Two requeststo our
pastorswere madein 1997 for the blessing of same sex
unions. Redlizing that the congregation had neither
discussed thispossibility nor formulated apolicy, the
guestion wasreferred to the Outreach and Social Justice
Commissions. After lengthy deliberation it wasdecided
that afirst stepinthisdirection should beastrong public
statement of welcome- i.e. Hope should be aRecon-
ciledin Christ congregation. How thiswasto be
achieved wasunclear.

After thetumultuousouting of apastora candidate
for cal intheautumn of 1997, the congregation engaged
inaseriesof difficult, but heartfelt discussionsconcern-
ing homosexuality, theclergy, thecall process, etc. After
much debateit was decided by the congregational
leadershipthat theleve of discussonwassignificant and
thetimewasright to reintroduce the discussion of
membershipinthe (now renamed) Reconcilingin Christ
program. In 1998 opportunitiesto learn more about the
programwereprovided, culminatinginavotein April of
1998. Although the vote was not unanimous, themajor-
ity (70%) were strongly infavor of joining the program.

In 1993 the synodical
program, Caring Families
and Friends, began to
meet at University Lutheran
Church of Hope. Caring
Families and Friends is a
support group for parents,
friends and Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual and Transgender
(GLBT) persons; the group
continues to hold its
monthly gatherings.

1983
® Hope Church Trust begins

1984
® First business manager -
ArneBruheim

1985
® Children’scommunion
classes

® Easter Plant Project
® Good Friday Walk
® Easter Vigil

® Easter Breakfast

e Sde of McMillan apart-
ments

® Parking lot constructed
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1987

® Merger of ALC and LCA to
ELCA

® Dialoguewith Roman
Catholics

1988

® Elevator handicap accessibil-

ity dedication

1989
® Restoration and Renewal
(R&R) Fund

® Firedamageseducationwing
lower level

® 1,567 confirmed members
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Over thelast fiveyearsUniversity Lutheran Church
of Hope has continued to grow into thisnew role,
ganing increased confidencein publicly affirming the
welcomethat has so long been part of thisplace.
Membersareactiveintheloca Reconcilingin Christ
program, staff boothsand marchinthe parade at the
Twin CitiesGLBT PrideFestival, and areinvolvedinthe
Exceptional Candidacy Project. Asagroup, thecongre-
gation hassupported GLBT clergy, isinvolvedinlarger
discussionsof theblessing of unions, has supported
GLBT students, and givesto various GLBT-focused
ministries

GLBT membersarewe come and encouraged to
fully participatein thelifeof thisparish. We continueto
grow together, being constantly challenged to more
actively liveout our Affirmation of Welcome.

Global Concerns

L owell Erdahl’ssermonsonthe problemsresult-
ingfrom“idolatrousnationalism” ingpired theformation
of anew commission—Global Concerns—to expand
the church’swork onissuesof socid justicetoinclude
globa aswell aslocal concerns. Thework inthese
areas seemed so vast and urgent that subgroupswere
formed to focus on specificissues: peacemaking, hunger,
Centrd America, and theenvironment.

Pastor Erdahl’ soutspoken belief that peacemaking
isaChristian mandate led to hisbecoming knowninthe
larger community asan opponent of weapons of mass
destruction. Duringthe 1970sand early 1980sHope's
outreach to the public and other churcheswasled by the
Hope Peacemakers, who took to the streetsto protest
the continuing devel opment of nuclear wegponsandthe
taxeswhich paid for them. They presented forumsin
areachurcheson themedica and environmental conse-
guencesof nuclear war. AsintheCivil Rightsdays, a
few familiesleft usin protest.



Under Pastor CharlesMays' leadership, the
Globa Concernscommission awarded the Hope Peace
Prizefor the best theological paper to endorsethe
concept of Lutheran pacifism. Morethan 150 entries
were screened by commission members. Thebest of
thesewerethen judged by ateam of 12 1ocal, national
andinternational theologiansknown for their expertisein
Lutheran doctrineand practice. Thewinning entry was
subsequently publishedin anissueof the Luther North-
western Theological Seminary Word and World.

University L utheran Church of Hopewasdedi-
cated asaPeace Sitein 1992. Bishop Lowel| Erdahl
preached the sermon for the dedication on February 23.
Heisdtill actively involved with People of Faith Peace-
makers, an ecumenicd lay and clergy peaceand socia
justice group that met at Hope during hisyearswith us.

Ties to the University

University Professor Gide Bothne gavethe ad-
dressat our 1908 cornerstonelaying, saying in part that,
“Inrepresenting the University of Minnesotatoday . .. let
mebegin by sayingthat... tothe state university come
yearly from Norse-L utheran homes, hundreds of young
people... a thesametimeasthe University insistson
good and thorough educationa work, it also redizesthe
benefit of nobleand spiritual influencesfrom other
contactsthat uplift and guideour youthintheir lives,
devel opment, strength of character and highideals.”

We haveadwaystried to nurturerelationshipswith
students. A Lutheran Student brochurefrom the 1940s
inour Archiveswel comes studentsto abuffet supper
and social hour asguestsof the L utheran Student
Association (LSA), Grace and Hope churches.

The Global Concerns
commission served the
congregation through adult
forums focused on peace
and justice concerns,
always emphasizing that
these issues demand the
involvement of people of
faith. Two multi-Sunday
Adult Forum series
addressing peace and
justice concerns as
expressed in each of the
Ten Commandments and
the petitions of the Lord’s
Prayer were well received.

1990

¢ Kick off for R&R on All
Saints Sunday

® Revised constitution bylaws

® Bell Choir

® Gulf War

® PEASE Academy at Hope

® Heritage Committee
presents Memorial Books
® Caring Neighbor Program
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The congregation
changed its name to
University Lutheran Church
of Hope in 1923, reflecting
Hope's location and
mission to the University
students.

1991
® Dedication of Sanctuary and
R&R projects

1992

® Hope becomes Peace site

® Interfaith Hospitality
Network (IHN)

® ACT - Adults Connecting
Together

1993
® Moral Discourse Task Force

1994
® 90th Anniversary and Fund
appeal
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TheRev. David Preuswasthefirst full-time pastor
at Lutheran CampusMinistry in 1957. During that year
before he became our pastor, Preus preached oncea
month at Hope. Thisconnection with Hopeallowed him
to experiencethekind of congregation hewouldgoon
toleadfor 15 years.

A Student Outreach Fund wasestablished within
theHope Church Trustinthefall of 1996 by member
and retired professor Mildred Templin, to exploreand
strengthen the rel ationship between Hope and higher
education studentsin the community. Money fromthis
fund hasbeen used for such things as Christian concerts,
hospitdity duringfal “welcome’ events, andinforma-
tional materidsinresdencehdls.

University Lutheran Church of Hope had dways
been acongregation with amix of local working people
fromits Southeast Minneapolisneighborhood, and
University people, including students, faculty, and staff.
Preus, having spent most of hispastoral career in college
communities, fostered this connection betweenthe
community and the University. L ater, aspresident of the
ALC, Preusencouraged campus ministry to take place
primarily inloca congregationsnear the collegebeing
served, rather than in separate student churches. We
now haveacloseredationship with the L utheran Student
Association and its pastor, Hope member Pastor
Lamont Koerner. University sudentscontinueto
worship here, join the choir and teach Sunday Schoal.



University students - 1950s.

Ties to the Local Community

Hope'sneighborhood was experiencing adeclineinthetraditiona residential
family baseinthe 1960s. Housesalong 15th Avenueto the east wereremoved for the
University of Minnesotafootball and baseball fields. Marshal High School’sclosing
had an impact inthe 1970s. Several grade schoolswereaso closed: Pratt, Marcy and
Holmes. Interstate Hwy 35W was constructed through Southeast Minneapolis. The
membershipincreases Hopewas anticipating did not occur.

Ministrieson theMississippi helpsthe pastorsin the University areato meet
and discussministry regularly. Thesechurchesinclude University L utheran Church of
Hope, Bethany L utheran Church, Trinity Lutheran Church, Grace University Lutheran
Church, Fairview University Medica Center, L utheran CampusMinistry and St.
Martin'sTable.

St. Lawrence Catholic Chur ch, across 6" Street from us, hasbeen agood
friend for many years. For Reformation Sunday in 1983, they sent usalarge bouquet
of flowersin honor of the 500" anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther. Among other
things, we celebrate Thanksgiving with them and they gracioudly alow usto usetheir
parking lot during therummage sale and at other times.
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For many years Hope
conducted Worship at the
Apartments on 2™ Avenue
and 4" Street every third
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. This
provided the seniors in
those buildings a worship
opportunity.

1995
® Mark Hanson elected
Presiding Bishop of ELCA

1997
® Onward Il - A Second
Century of Hope

1999

® Annua Thanksgiving Dinner
begins

® LongRangePlanning
Committee

® Service groups by month

¢ “Cadlled to Common

Mission” - ELCA and
Episcopa Church

® |nternational Festival

2000

® Stepping Up to Hope
Project

® Membership - 896
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University Lutheran Church of Hopehasbeenvital
and activein other community organizationsaswell.
Pastor David Preuswaschair of SEM PACC, asouth-
east Minneapolisnel ghborhood organizationtoimprove
neglected properties.

InJuly 1992 Hope voted to participatein the
I nterfaith Hospitality Networ k (now FamiliesMov-
ing Forward). Wejoined 12 other churchesto provide
shelter for 16 people, four timesayear, for aweek at a
time. Theupper level Sunday School roomsarear-
ranged for deeping quarterswith lamps, window cover-
ings, privacy door locksand carpeting.

Hopefor theHungry inthe 1980swasinstrumental
inHope'sjoining with Grace University Lutheran
Churchto serve onemeal amonth at Holy Rosary
Catholic Churchfor L oavesand Fishes. After more
than twenty yearsthisministry still continues. Hope
membersparticipatein the Twin Citiesannua Crop
Walk, Mealson Wheelsfor Southeast seniorsand food
drivesforloca food shelves.

Our ministry of hospitdity includesopening upthe
building to outside gr oups, such asthe PEASE (Peers
Enjoying A Sober Education) Academy High School,
Southeast Coop Nursery School, the African Christian
Fellowship, Cantoneselanguage classes, ChineseBible
study, Boy Scouts, Cub Scout Pack 91, Alcoholics
Anonymous, Emotions Anonymous, Marcy Holmes
Neighborhood Association, Cabrini House, Thursday
Musicd, Trinity Quiltersand Resurrection of Christ
Russian Orthodox Church.



University Lutheran Church of Hope became
involved inthe governing processof thelarger church by
bringing at least 30 social justicer esolutionstothe
Minneapolis Conferenceand Synod conventions. While
therewas concern with thetimetaken at these sessions
to debate theseissues, approximately 90% of them
were passed by the conference and several of those by
subsequent Synod conventions. A few of theseresolu-
tionslaid thegroundwork for position statementsof the
national ALC and EL CA bodies. Priortohiscall to
Hope, Pastor Mark Hanson was always a supporter
and advocatefor Hoperesolutions.

By thetime Mark Hanson accepted thecall to
Hopein 1988, the submission of resolutionstothe
Synod conventionwas strongly discouraged and this
had diminished. However, with Pastor Hanson'sinterest
incommunity issues, our participationinMICAH, inthe
continued cel ebrations of Earth Day, and Hope's
collaboration withthe Interfaith Hospitality Network
(now known as FamiliesMoving Forward) began. In
themid-1990s Hopewasrecognized asaleader in
environmental stewardshipinanarticlein The Luth-
eran.

Hope participatesin I nterfaith Action, an ecu-
menica organization meant to strengthen communities,
build relationships, develop leadership, and createa
vehiclefor congregationstofulfill themisson of socia
justice. Thisgroup sponsored aworkshop on Disman-
tling Racism, whichwasheld at Hope.

Habitat for Humanity
completed a home
renovation with the help of
80 Hope members
gathered together by
MICAH - Metropolitan
Interfaith Council on
Affordable Housing. Pastor
Mark Hanson appreciated
the value of people working
together, and also had a
wonderful sense of humor.
He once stood in the
foundation, shoveling by
hand. He couldn't help but
remark with his famous
grin, “You know, if we all
kicked in ten bucks we
could just rent a backhoe
and have someone else do
this.” They had a wonderful
time with that project, but
decided to focus Hope's
attention on IHN (as FMF
was called then).
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Block party at University Lutheran Church of Hope.



For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.
Galatians 3:26 (NRSV)

Chapter Eight
Who We Are Now

sUniversity Lutheran Church of Hope headsinto the 21 century, its bap-

tized membershipis896, the Sunday School enrollment isabout 100, and the
budget is$497,000. About athird of the congregation now consistsof familieswith
children under 10; there are more membersunder 20 than over 65. Thelargest age
group at Hopeisthe Baby Boomers, born between 1946 and 1964. Hope has excep-
tional balance acrossthe age groups, with roughly similar numbersin the under 30, 30-
50, and over 50 categories.

Hope'sneighborhood isdominated by the University of Minnesota, theresidential
family base hasdeclined, and new apartment buildings have been built. Many members
driveto Hopefrom other partsof the metro area. The congregation ismade up of an
unusual mix of urban and suburban members.

Hopemaintainsatradition of excellencein preaching, music, and socia ministry.
Itsmemberslook forward to new and vibrant ministries, livewith disagreements, and
tacklehardissues. Webelievethat socia justice should beapart of al our activities.
We believethe pursuit of socid justiceincludesadvocacy to endinjusticeintheworld,
and servicetoaidthevictimsof injustice.

HopeEvangdica Lutheran Churchwasbuilt with thefinancid giftsof peoplefrom
all over the statewho wanted to seethe ministry of thiscongregation near the University
becomearedlity. Inthe
yearsthat followed, the
ministry of Hope hasflowed
fromthesebeginningsto
many places. Peoplecome
toworship, somefor afew
years, and othersfor a
lifetime. Hope'smisson
statement challengesevery-
onetomake Christ “known
indaily life.

Fellowship Dinner - 1989.
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Our Current Pastors

Pastor Craig Shirley wascalled to be Lead Pastor in September 2001. Pastor
Shirley wasborn and raised in North Dakota, graduating from High School in Fargo
and receiving hisundergraduate degree from M oorhead State College (now Minnesota
State University in Moorhead). Hisbachelor’sdegreein education and science (El-
ementary Education, Biology and Chemistry) took himinto the classroom asateacher
and coachin West Bend, Wisconsin for four years before he decided to attend L uther
Seminary in St. Paul. Hedid hisinternship at theWilliams S. Hall Psychiatric Ingtitutein
Columbia, South Carolinaand looked forward to full time chaplaincy work after
graduation. But hisfirst call wasasAssociate Pastor to Trinity Lutheran Churchin
Pullman, Washington for six years. It wastherethat hebecameinvolvedin Lutheran
CampusMinistry. Second call found him as L utheran Campus Pastor at Michigan State
University inEast Lansing, inadual call asAssociate Pastor at University Lutheran
Churchthere, dsofor six years. Hewascalled to be Senior Pastor at another Trinity
L utheran, thistimein Kenosha, Wisconsin, and he served therefor ten yearsbefore
coming to University L utheran Church of Hope.

BesidehisdutiesasL ead Pastor, he servesas convener of the Minneapolis
Caucusof I SAIAH, an organi zation dedi cated to building congregationsand establish-
ingjusticeintheir communities. He also servesas Synod representative on the Minne-
sotaState Board for CampusMinistry, and the newly formed Twin CitiesUrban Youth
Ministry Network Leadership Board, aswell asthe Minneapolis Area Synod Nominat-
ing Committee.

Pastor Kwanza Yu wascalled from Nebo L utheran Church in Chicago to replace
Pastor Judith Mattison November 1, 1998. Pastor Yu wasborn to Korean parentsin
China. When the Chinese Communist authorities asked her parentsto renounce Chris-
tianity, they refused, and were asked to leave the country immediately, without any
possessions. Thefamily moved to Seoul, Koreaand shegrew up there. After she
finished her Mastersin Japaneselanguage and psychol ogy in Tokyo shecametothe
United Statesto study theol ogy, eventually earning her Master of Divinity degreeat
Luther Seminary in St. Paul and her Doctor of Ministry from the L utheran School of
Theology in Chicago. Shewasthefirst woman of color ordained inthe American
Lutheran Church.

Beforebeing called to University L utheran Church of Hope, Pastor Yu served
congregationsin Dalas, Texasand Chicago, Illinois. Shea so served onthenationa
staff of Women of the ELCA.. Pastor Yu has been afrequent speaker and preacher at
nationa women's conventions and has been an adjunct lecturer at the University of
Minnesota. Shewas el ected as member of the Board of Trusteesfor Augsburg Fortress
Publishing House at the ELCA Assembly in August of 2003.
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A Message From Pastor Shirley

hefollowing isaletter that Pastor Craig

Shirley sent to membersin August, 2003,
which described an exciting week inthelifeof University
L utheran Church of Hope.

August 29, 2003
Thursday after the Holy Trinity

To the people of God at University Lutheran
Church of Hope:

Thisunsolicited letter fromyour pastor is
written to share with you the marvels | have had the
privilege to witness this week on your behalf. |
wonder — do you realize what a gift this congrega-
tion isto its members and to the community? | want
to share just a few of the things | have experienced
this past week — a week that | would remind you is
considered part of the “ lazy and quiet” summer
months!

On Saturday last, ten confirmation students,
one pastor, one parent, and one non-parent adult all
got into a van to head to Chicago for six days for
what is called the confirmation mission trip. There
they will meet with pastors who serve inner city and
multi-cultural churchesthat are very similar and yet
very different from ours. What an experience for 13
and 14 year olds!

On Sunday, our worship service was filled with
peoplein shirts and ties, shorts, children moving
around, older adultsin light summer clothing.
Together we wor shipped and had the privilege of
outstanding music. Tim Strand opened all the stops
for “ Holy, Holy, Holy” . Bjorn Ranheim, a cellist
with the New World Symphony and University
Lutheran Church of Hope member, played Vivaldi

Minister of Music and
Worship:
Timothy Strand

Minister of Faith Forma-
tion/
Visitation:

Marilyn Preus

Commissions

in 2003:
Worship
Education
Congregational Life
Care & Nurture
Facilities
Stewardship
Social Justice
Evangelism/Outreach

Activities at University
Lutheran Church of
Hope include:

Worship
- Ushers, Greeters

- Senior Choir

- Children’s Choirs

- Altar Guild

- Bell Choir

- Assisting Lay Ministers
- Lectors

- Musicians
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Pastoral Ministry

- Preaching

- Pastoral Care

- Visitation

- Weddings/Funerals
- Teaching

- Worship Leadership

- Commission Involvement

- Youth Involvement

Education

- Sunday School
- Confirmation
- Adult Forums
- Special Events
- Bible Studies

- Birth to Three Program

Community
- Circles

- Feed the Flock

- QRS

- Rummage Sale

- Quilters

- New Member
Sponsors

- Seniors Group

- Youth Group

- Women of Hope

- Home Bible Study

- Book Club

- Coffee Servers

- Women'’s Retreat

- Fellowship Dinners

- Lutheran Campus
Ministry

- Reconciling in Christ
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and Bach. Together with his mother Judy on flute,
they added a sparkle to the hymns and liturgy.

Mark Nelson, playing soprano sax and Tim
Gustafson on guitar added their usual excellent
musical talents to the liturgy and communion music.
Both have played professionally in clubsin the cities
over the years. The youth continued to fill the church
with the wonderful smell of cinnamon rolls as they
raise funds to attend the National Youth Gathering
in Atlantain July. Several visitors were greeted and
came to coffee following the service.

On Monday we prepared a check for $1,300 to
send to Bread for the World — the result of our two
centsameal jars, a project launched during Service
Sundaysin January. We also sent a check for $530
to help ship much-needed itemsto the relief efforts
inwar torn Liberia. These are part of the many
contributions over and above normal offerings.

Tuesday brought a meeting of the 100" Anni-
versary Fundraising committee, a group of dedi-
cated volunteers who are excited about where
University Lutheran Church of Hope has come from
and want to propel it into the next century. They
have the task of raising $50,000, of which almost
half will go to local and foreign mission work. The
other half will be used to restore the globe and cross
on the roof of Thorpe Chapel, a beacon to the
neighborhood around us that thisis a place where
God and the world come together.

| also met with a young man, a new member of
the congregation, who along with several other
single young adults is leading the youth next year.
He is excited about working with our young people
to create not just a Sunday School class but rather a
comprehensive program of learning, service, activi-
tiesand spiritual growth that will help our teens



make the transition from children growing up in this
congregation to adults who will takerolesin leading
this congregation down new paths and in new
directions.

Wednesday brought All Commission night. The
Education Commission spent time analyzing the
Sunday School curriculumso that it will help chil-
dren grow in their relationship to Jesus Christ. The
Facilities Commission worked hard on projects of
repair and improvement. The Social Justice commis-
sion wrestled with everything from a drive for
personal careitems requested by alocal charity to
sending one of our members to weeklong | SAIAH
training in August. Care and Nurture planned a
picnic for new members. Congregational Life was
looking ahead at a block party for Neighborhood
Night Out aswell as Rally Sunday. And several
peopl e were volunteering to become Inreach Volun-
teers to do one-on-one visits this summer and fall.

And that was just through Wednesday! 5 days!

What this saysisthat University Lutheran
Church of Hope isa place with amission, a place
where ministry is happening; ministry to our mem-
bers and ministry to our community and the world.

As| said, thisletter was unsolicited. But this
week, this little glimpse into a few days in the life of
this parish, should be enough to tell you that you are
a part of a great congregation, and a busy place that
needs every member; your time, your contributions,
your prayers, your presence and your input. Thanks
for all you do in the name of Christ. May your
summer be one of rest and renewal.

In the Name of the Living God.

The Rev. Craig M. Shirley

Service
- Families Moving

Forward

- Tape Ministry

- Food Shelf

- Interfaith Action

- Friendly Visitors

- Web Site Volunteers
- Prayer Chain

- Loaves & Fishes

- Bread for the World
- Youth Leaders

- Nursery Assistants
- Office Helpers

- Visitor Volunteers

Facilities

- Library

- Garden/landscape
- Special Projects

- Capital Campaigns
- Arts & Environment
- Clean-up Projects

Other
- PE.AS.E. Academy
- Russian Orthodox

Congregation

- Taiwanese Christian

Fellowship
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The Story Continues

Thehistory of University Lutheran Church of Hope doesnot end here. Instead,
we continueto write the history of Hope aswe striveto meet our strategic priorities:

Service:

To serve one another, our neighborhoodsand theworld with
loveandjustice, celebrating the Gospel of Christinour work
anddaily lives.

Community:  Toinspiremembersand othersto cometogether with Christ at

Growth:

the center; to beacommunity that wel comes, worshipsand
praystogether—demonstrating our commitment to bedisciples
of Christinal wedoand say.

To hear God'scall to grow infaith and our capacity to reach
out to theworld with grace and compassion, thereby strength-
ening participationin Hope sworship, programsand activities.

Closing Prayer

Our closing prayer at 100 years can be the same hymn that hasbeen sung
throughout theyearsat Hope' sanniversary celebrations, “Built on A Rock,”

(LBW:365):

Through all the passing years, O Lord,
Grant that, when church bells areringing,
Many may come to hear God's Word
Where hethispromiseisbringing:

| know my own, my own know me;

You, not the world, my face shall see;

My peace | leave with you. Amen

Or, we could usethewords of Jarodav Vajda, set to music by Bill Beckstrand for
Hope' s 90" anniversary:

Come, join those loved ones who have gone before,
Remember where we heard this call of God,

What we have now, God wants the world to have:
The gifts of life and love and peace and joy!





