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President’s Perspective
Talk about energy and enthusiasm for the work of University Lutheran Church of Hope: last month we had
over two dozen, unbelievably-qualified, deeply-committed candidates for the four at-large slots on our call
committee! It was something of an embarrassment of riches. In the end, after extensive deliberation, the Board
put four names into nomination – Matthew Fry, Clair Gustafson, Melissa Odenbach, and John Rydeen – and
these four individuals were elected at our Congregational meeting on Sunday, October 19. They will join the
three constitutionally-determined members of the committee – Garvin Davenport and Beth Kautz from the
Personnel Committee, and Karen Westwood, our Past President who will chair the call committee.
I am extremely excited about this group. These seven individuals have a profound understanding of our
community and University Lutheran Church of Hope’s long-term mission. Moreover, we’ve got representatives
from all of the various constituencies that are so important to the future growth and vitality of this
congregation: we’ve got representation from our youth and college-aged members, we’ve got young adults,
parents of young children, single members, long-time members, and much-newer members. As discussed at the
congregational meeting, their work will begin immediately and they will report to the congregation regularly.
Also, for all of you who were willing serve but not one of the four selected for the committee, I would
remind you that we have at least three positions coming open for next year’s Vision & Governance Board (Vice
President, Hope in the World, and Youth and Young Adults) plus plenty of work to do on the upcoming Mission
Appeal. Please do not hesitate to let me or anyone else on the Board know if you are interested in any of these
opportunities, as well as to prayerfully consider the call if you are approached about serving.
And since I just mentioned it, let me update you on the status and progress of our “Mission Appeal” – the
campaign we will be launching in order to renew our capital funding commitments. We now have a core
leadership team in place consisting of myself and Treasurer Tim Abrahamson from the Board, Past Hope
Presidents Jack Dant and Mark Nelson, Sonya Peterson who is our annual stewardship co-chair, and long-term
members Jim Solem and Ron Sorenson. We had our first meeting with Kairos on Thursday, October 16, and are
hoping to lock in on our plans in conjunction with the November stewardship drive.
<continued on page 2>

President’s Perspective contd.
As this process takes shape, I want to reiterate a point I made last month. We on the Board see this mission
appeal and capital campaign as essential, not only for securing the long-term financial health of the
congregation but also as a process that should inform and energize all of us about the current work and exciting
future of our church. Indeed, it is my hope and prayer that each one of you will keep this in mind as you
consider your role in, and commitment to, the great and good community of God’s people we have here at
University Lutheran Church of Hope.
– Doug Hartmann, Congregational President

Treasurer’s Report for September 2014
September giving was $39,076.22 and rental income was $7,690.98 for a total income of $46,767.20. This
leaves us $904.80 under budget for September income and $7,297.67 under our budget for the Year-to-Date.
Year-to-Date giving is $12,068.41 under our projected budget. Our Year-to-Date rental income has exceeded
our budget by $4,770.74, but was down in September by $1,240.02. The decrease in general giving is
something we will need to address in the final quarter of 2014.
Our expenses for September were $43,262.47. We budgeted $43,605.50 in expenses so expenses were
$343.03 under budget for the month. The Year-to-Date expenses are $12,806.88 under budget. September net
income was $3,504.73, under budget by $561.77. Net income is $5,509.21 over budget for the Year-to-Date.
Thank you again, for your financial support, and in all the other ways you contribute to the life and health
of this congregation. It is wonderful to see our members contribute not just their financial resources, but all of
the volunteer hours that makes this congregation a vibrant and thoughtful presence in the community.
September 2014 and Year-to-Date Income and Expenses
Summary
for 2014

Sept. 2014
Actuals

Sept. 2014
Budget

Sept. 2014
Over/(Under)

2014
Year-to-Date
Actuals

2014
Year-to-Date
Budget

2014
Year-to-Date
Over/(Under)

General
Giving

39,076.22

38,741.00

335.22

334,050.59

346,119.00

(12,068.41)

Rental
Income

7,690.98

8,931.00

(1,240.02)

78,263.74

73,493.00

4,770.74

Total Inc.

46,767.20

47,672.00

(904.80)

412,314.33

419,612.00

(7,297.67)

Total Exp.

43,262.47

43,605.50

(343.03)

404,123.37

416,930.25

(12,806.88)

Net Income

3,504.73

4,066.50

(561.77)

8,190.96

2,681.75

5,509.21

Total income for Invitation to Hope 2 (I2H2) in September was $5,736.96. We paid out $6,918.89 for the
mortgage and $6,000.00 to Kairos for consulting (Capital Campaign) and received $209.16 for from PEASE
Academy. Thus our total expense was $12,709.73, resulting in a net loss for the month of $6,972.77.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at treasurer@ulch.org. Detailed financial
statements are available at http://www.ulch.org/CurrentFinancialReports.pdf.
– Tim Abrahamson, Treasurer
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University Baptist Church
to Host Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service
Senior Group
Thanksgiving Gathering
All seniors and friends of any age are cordially
invited to the Senior Group’s Thanksgiving
Gathering on Wednesday, November 19,
beginning with a delicious turkey-with-all-thetrimmings luncheon at noon in Fellowship Hall.
Reservations should be made by Thursday,
November 13, with your caller or by phoning
Pastor Esther Dant at (612) 331-5988, ext. *818 or
(651) 636-7834.
The 1:00 p.m. program, Mary’s Place, is the
story of the Sharing and Caring Hands Center in
downtown Minneapolis and will be presented by
Bill Holmes, long-time volunteer and manager.
It was Mary Jo Copeland who founded the
organization in 1985 as a compassionate safety net
for the needy, poor, and homeless, with the guiding
principle that community care given through
volunteerism, donations, concern, and commitment
can help others and make a difference in their lives.
Today Sharing and Caring Hands, still following
this principle, has expanded to a complex of
facilities that provide a host of free services,
including food, shelter, clothing, health care, child
care, family advocacy, and more to over 20,000
people who come through their doors each month.
Mary Jo, now the director of Sharing and Caring
Hands, was presented the 2012 Presidential
Citizen’s Medal by President Obama for her many
years of work with the poor and underserved in
Minneapolis.
Come and learn about this personal community
outreach to people in need and how we might be
involved and supportive. If transportation is
needed, please contact Leona Reyelts at (612) 3782444.
COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE COME!

University Baptist Church will host a S.E.
Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on
Tuesday, November 25, at 7:30 p.m. in their
sanctuary at 1219 University Ave S.E. This is a
great opportunity for the neighborhood churches
and others to gather to give thanks for our many
blessings in a non-sectarian fashion.
University Baptist Church music director,
Laura Potratz, will lead a choir made up of
members of the neighboring faith communities.
Anyone is welcome to participate. Rehearsal will
take place at 6:30 p.m. After the service, the
worshippers will gather in the Assembly Room for
pie and fellowship. Please bring a pie to share if
you are able.
At this time we know that University Baptist,
Grace University Lutheran, University Lutheran
Church of Hope, and St. Lawrence Catholic
Church/Newman Center will participate in the
service. Other faith communities have been invited.
Last year we started the tradition of holding this
event on the Tuesday evening before Thanksgiving
so that students and harried cooks can all feel free
to attend!
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Faith Formation for All Ages on Sunday Mornings
On Sunday morning, there are classes and sessions for all ages. Clair Gustafson supervises the youngest
members in the nursery on the second floor of the education wing. The following is information about groups
for ages three and older.
The goal of Creation Stations is to learn about the Bible through
hands-on activities such as drama, cooking, crafts, music and games.
Fun and learning about the Bible can go together! These classes are for
students in grades 1-6.
• November 2 – “Abraham and Sarah” - parent/child class in Fellowship Hall
with Diane Shallue
• November 9 – Music with Rosalie Eldevik and Diane Shallue in Room 205
• November 16 & 23 – “Isaac and Rebekah” - Grade one in room 103 with
Kristine Robinson, Mary Greenwalt, and Suzie Robinson; Grades 3-5 in
Room 102 with Arthur French and assistants Gary Richie and Sheila Hougen
• November 30 – “Prepare the Way”- Intergenerational event for all ages
Godly Play
Classes for children ages three through kindergarten are held on Sunday mornings from 9:30 - 10:25 a.m. in
Room 201-202. Godly Play creates sacred space to hear and learn Bible stories using objects and play. Students
and teachers wonder together and children are then encouraged to respond to the stories on their own terms
using art materials.
The structure of the Godly Play lesson models worship with Gathering time;
Hearing the Story / Word; Response Time / Offering; and Feast / Communion.
• November 2 – The Good Shepherd - Part one
• November 9 – The Good Shepherd - Part two
• November 16 – How the church tells Time
• November 23 – Mary and the Angel
• November 30 – “Prepare the Way”- Intergenerational event for all ages
Youth Group
Youth Group meets on Sunday
mornings from 9:30 - 10:25 a.m. in the
Youth Room with adult leaders Jack
Dant, Leena Haugland Rapacz, and
Jim Vitale. The discussions focus on
topics of interest to the group. All
students in grades 9 - 12 are welcome.
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Confirmation
Sunday Confirmation classes meet at 9:30 a.m. in Room
203-204 with Kirsten Mebust with a focus on the Bible
lessons used in worship. The Wednesday night class will meet
on November 12 with a focus on Holy Communion.

Adult Forums
(9:30 – 10:25 a.m. in Heritage Hall, below the Sanctuary)
November 2 – Stories of Hope. Hear presentations by two members of the congregation as they share their
journeys of faith.
November 9 – The Autopoietic Social System as a Path to Mass Nihilism: Can Nonprofits Persist in a Society
That is Eradicating Values? This presentation by Adam Real-Banas will discuss a significant challenge for
nonprofit organizations – including the church – which is the effect of the social system on the capacity to
generate and reproduce values in society. He will define the problem and identify the challenges. Autopoiesis is
a self-reproducing system with no central guidance. Juridification is colonization of an organization via the law
or administration which co-opts entities by incorporating them into the law. Adam Real-Banas received his
undergraduate degree in philosophy from Illinois State University. He then spent 5 years as a carpenter before
entering the nonprofit sector as a construction trainer. The nonprofit sector sparked Adam’s interest in social
theory and philosophy, and he completed a Master of Art in Nonprofit Management at Hamline Univ. in 2014.
November 16 – Luther and Economics: Faith in the Age of Consumerism, by Dr. Guillermo Hansen. This
presentation shall explore how Luther and Lutheran theology regard matters pertaining to money, market, debt,
and commerce, and the insights for our lives that are increasingly under the pressures of debt, unemployment,
and more uncertain economic prospects. Dr. Hansen was born in Argentina, where he was ordained as a
Lutheran pastor. He has been very active globally in the Lutheran World Federation. He presently serves as
associate professor of systematic theology at Luther Seminary in Saint Paul.
November 23 – Cherish All Children, a presentation by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator.
Cherish All Children is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, relationship-building, and action to
prevent child sexual exploitation. Ginny has nearly thirty years experience in child advocacy and is the former
director of CASA Minnesota, an organization supporting volunteer advocacy for abused and neglected
children. She has been a member of Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church for seventeen years and is a member of
her congregation's Cherish All Children team.
November 30 – Prepare the Way, an active Advent intergenerational experience. See more information below.

Advent Intergenerational Event
Prepare the Way, an Intergenerational Event –
Prepare the Royal Highway – The Christ Child is
coming! All ages are invited to build, draw, and
explore as we get ready for Advent and Christmas.
Come to Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 30,
at 9:30 a.m. Special treats will be served.
Questions? Contact Diane Shallue.
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Hope Forum 2014
This year’s Hope Forum on Nov. 1 will begin at 10:00 a.m. at University Lutheran Church of Hope, with
lunch included. All are welcome for discussion around Creative Transformation and Hope for Ending Poverty,
sponsored by University Lutheran Church of Hope and Process Faith and led by Rev. Dr. Nancy Meaker,
recently retired Executive Director of A MN Without Poverty and Rev. Dr. Lynne Lorenzen, Professor
Emeritus from Augsburg College. For more details, see article in the Oct. 2014 Visitor newsletter.
RSVP to the Education Representative for this event, Kirsten Mebust, at kirsten.mebust@gmail.com.

100-Year Anniversary
LCM Celebration
Nov. 1, 2014
Celebrating 100 Years of Lutheran
Campus Ministry – University of
Minnesota – Twin Cities Campus (LCMTC) at Grace University Lutheran Church,
324 Harvard Street SE, Minneapolis!
Join us for the inspiring words of
Bishop Patricia Lull and others as they
reflect on LCM-TC. Indulge in the savory
delights of Fabulous Catering & splurge on
a chance to win sensational prizes in
support of the next 100 years! 5:30 p.m.
Social Hour then 6:30 p.m. Dinner &
Program. $30 per person or $65 per
person (the latter price includes a $35 tax
deductible donation).
Both ticket prices include appetizers, a
fresh salad, oregano grilled chicken with
toasted Israeli couscous and roasted
Mediterranean vegetables, plus a really
yummy carrot cake for dessert!

Fall Retreat for
Lutheran Campus Ministry
Lutheran Campus Ministry went to Heartwood Retreat
Center in Trego, WI, the first weekend of October to
PAUSE, take a break from the busyness of classes, and
enjoy the quietness of northern Wisconsin. It was a restful
and rejuvenating weekend in which the students and staff
took prayerful time listening to God and reflecting on
where God is calling each one of us. It was a fantastic
weekend of fellowship, prayer, worship, and rest. We thank
God for our weekend away from busyness and the
opportunity to build a stronger community together.
– Tim Schroeder, LCM Intern

Plymouth Christian Youth Center’s
Annual Children’s Christmas Gift Sale
The Plymouth Christian Youth Center's Annual Children's Christmas Gift Sale is December 13! It is time to
save the date and start planning. Over 5000 gifts and 300 volunteers are needed to make the holidays brighter
for 1000 North Minneapolis youth. Look for ways you and your family can help make this happen!
Gifts and/or money will be collected beginning Sunday, November 23, through Sunday, December 7. See
Gretchen Peik for further information about how you can help. For more information about Plymouth Christian
Youth Center, visit their web site at http://pcyc-mpls.org.
– Gretchen Peik
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Who Picked that Hymn, Anyway?
They go by different names in different churches.
“Worship & Music Committee” and “Liturgy Committee” are probably the most common titles, but our
version of that group has changed. Lisa Morse ably led a
group of dedicated congregational members for years.
But since this past Lent I have led three groups of about
five people through 3-5 meetings in order to plan the bigpicture of a liturgical season like Advent, for instance.
After the group’s final meeting the task force is
disbanded. It is a pretty low-level commitment, meant to
complement our modern busy lifestyles. Instead of a
standing “committee” I personally like to think of each of
these groups as a short-term “task force.”
Would it be easier to do all this myself? Perhaps. But
if I did then worship at University Lutheran Church of
Hope might become one-sided, coming from just one
person’s spiritual and theological perspective. So having
an ever-rotating group of people planning worship means
that our worship is more reflective of the community as a
whole. And I have to say, I have been thrilled at the
creative ideas and solutions coming out of these groups –
insights into the Gospel that I missed and ways to bring
out certain themes that I might never have considered.
However there is another, deeper, benefit besides
different viewpoints. The process for each task force
includes a quick Liturgy 101 course with me, then
reading through the lessons for a given season and
making various choices based on what we saw in the
lessons. All of this means that with each new task force
University Lutheran Church of Hope gains about five
people with a deeper insight into the theology of worship
and what goes on behind the scenes. This makes for a
more-educated congregation as we move forward.
Members of the Liturgy Task Force need not be
musical. In fact, there was not even a senior choir
member on the most recent task force. If all of this
sounds like a plea for volunteerism, that’s because it is!
The final assignment for each member of the group is to
find a replacement for themselves. If this sounds like
something you might like to be a part of at some point in
the future, please contact me at Luket@ulch.org.
See you in church!
– Luke Tegtmeier, Minister of Worship and Music

Gearing Up for the 2015
ELCA Youth Gathering
In the coming months, youth and adults will
have multiple opportunities to serve each other
as we begin our preparations for the 2015
ELCA National Youth Gathering in Detroit.
Our youth have registered for the event and
now we are focusing our attention on raising
funds to help ease the cost of attending the
gathering. On Nov. 9 our youth will be hosting
a Chili Feed. They will prepare and serve the
chili at church as well bring chili to homebound
members. So, while the youth are serving our
adults, the adults can serve the youth by
purchasing and enjoying a bowl of chili. What a
simple and enjoyable way to help both our
youth and neighbors in a big way! A big thank
you goes to Thrivent for funding this event so
that most of the proceeds can go directly to
funding the trip and to Kathy Carpenter for
securing this grant!
Another way youth and adults can help to
serve each other is through the job board. This
will be an opportunity for youth to post various
jobs they are willing to do, whether it is raking
leaves, painting, baking, cleaning, shoveling,
gardening, etc. Youth will post what they want
to do, and adults can select a job they want to
have done and contact the youth member about
the service. Do you have a job you want done
that isn’t posted? Put it up on the board and a
youth will contact you about doing the task.
This is a great way for us to help each other!
Youth will help by providing a valuable service
at a reasonable price and adults will contribute
funds to help pay for attending the Youth
Gathering. Watch for more youth fund-raising
opportunities in future editions of The Visitor.
The ELCA National Youth Gathering has
been hailed as one of the most important events
in youth spiritual formation. Help send youth to
this important, formative, and thrilling event!
– Jim Vitale, Youth Director
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Visitation Pastor: On Stewardship and Things
From Matthew: You cannot be the slave of two masters! You will like one more than the other and be more
loyal to one than the other. You cannot serve both God and money. I tell you not to worry about your life. Don’t
worry about something to eat, drink or wear. Isn’t life more than food or clothing? Can worry make you live
longer? God gives such beauty to everything that grows in the fields, even though it is here today and thrown into
a fire tomorrow. He will surely do even more for you!

The quotes in italics are from Always We Begin Again: The Benedictine Way of Living, by John McQuiston II:
The significance of things is our relationship with them. Chiyeko Teragawa has been moved to the first
floor at her care center. Because she is falling more, she is out in a chair or playing the piano in the main area
where she can be observed more easily. Her beloved baby grand sits in her room untouched much of the time
now. She is sad about that. The significance of things is our relationship with them.
From what we have, things should be given freely and often. Lula Guthrie asks me to look for one of her
magazines to take home. She loved to write many cards and remember the special events of those who received
them. I told her joke at the Homecoming for Homebound Sunday. “Where does the man in the moon get his
haircut?” “At the e-clipse!” I went to visit her recently. “Lula, the man in the moon got his hair cut. There was
an eclipse last night.” She smiled, and told another joke. From what we have, things should be given freely.
At all times, let us remember that everything we use in this life was here before us and will be here after we
are gone. Again - the significance of things is our relationship with them. Most days I take out the three-tined
black-handled German cooking fork - or maybe it’s Scandinavian - and use it to prepare food. I know the day
will come when I can no longer use it. Nearly everyone I visit has gone through or will be going through a
kitchen or bedroom and is faced with the difficult decisions as to what to take when moving to smaller living
quarters and then has needed to make more decisions when another move is necessary. The list is growing.
Moves are being made to Chandler Place, Augustana Homes, Episcopal Homes, and others.
But a thought for all of us to remember: Everything we have is on loan; our homes, businesses, rivers,
closest relationships, bodies, and experiences. Everything we have is in trust, and must be returned at the end
of our use of it. And we remember in our hearts Joy Agrimson and Andi Wolfe Nelson and give thanks to God
for their bright minds and beautiful lives.
We are to use nothing for our benefit alone. We are to be thankful. The only genuinely wealthy are those
who are at peace with what they have. Blessings to you all in this beautiful fall,
– Pastor Esther Dant

Vision & Governance Board
The Vision & Governance Board of University Lutheran Church of Hope held two meetings in October –
the regularly-scheduled business meeting on Tuesday, October 14, and a big-picture visioning session on
Tuesday, October 7. The first meeting was facilitated by Kairos representative, Kristin Wiersma and was
dedicated to putting the final touches on the self-study process that began last spring. Based upon that
discussion, Kairos is now finalizing a document that will guide the work of our call committee, our annual
stewardship drive, and our upcoming longer-term mission appeal campaign.
The regular business meeting on Oct. 14 focused primarily on planning, preparations, and nominations for
the congregational meeting and call committee elections held on Oct. 19 (see “President’s Perspective” for
election results). We also heard reports about work on our website, our quarterly and monthly financials, and
the visioning process. Finally, as dictated by the bylaws, the Board happily approved a “Charter with Duties”
for the University Lutheran Church of Hope Young Adult Team.
– Doug Hartmann, Congregational President
8

Shirley’s Share
WOW! Is this ever a busy place this fall! Confirmation, fall pledge campaign, forming a call committee,
absorbing information from our recent congregational survey, and launching a new 3-year capital campaign,
along with all the “regular” stuff: education, worship, weekly offering counting, paying bills, pastoral care,
Families Moving Forward, youth and young adults and now campus ministry events, etc, etc, etc!
November is the month of Thanksgiving and I want to recommend that you take time to give thanks and
then perhaps even to personally thank all the strong and capable leaders we have in this congregation who give
so much of themselves to make and keep this a lively place for discipleship and ministry. No paid staff could
possibility keep up with all that has to be done in this or any congregation without the help of all these capable
lay leaders. We are constantly blessed by them. Give them the thanks they deserve!
That being said, I would also like to invite you - no challenge you - to become more involved in the life of
this congregation. Lots of people want to be on the call committee but is much harder to find people who will
take on the month to month work of being the liaison to the Vision and Governance Board for Hope in the
World or Youth and Young Adult Ministry. Soon the Leadership Development Committee will begin its work
of preparing a slate of candidates to serve in leadership roles for next year, to be presented at the annual
meeting. Every year we must find a dedicated person who will serve a three-year term; the first year as vice
president, the second year as president, and the third year as past-president and chair of the personnel
committee. Every year we have leaders who have fulfilled their positions on the board representing our various
committees; Education, Hope in the World, Relational Ministries etc. (see headings in the weekly bulletin
announcements). If you have an interest in serving, don’t wait to be called. Volunteer! What a concept!
I will be the first one to admit that church leadership is not always easy. There are decisions to be made and
many opinions to be considered. There are always surprises. But I continually see people grow in their faith
and understanding of how this non-profit business, but also living and dynamic entity called the church,
maintains its vigor through their involvement and leadership. I hope that if you are approached you will give
thoughtful and prayerful consideration to serve in a leadership role. And if you have a hankering to do
something, don’t wait to be called – just let us know. I would be happy to receive such a request and answer
any questions anyone might have about leadership opportunities at University Lutheran Church of Hope.
Pax,
– Pastor Craig Shirley

Hope Book Club
The Hope Book Club invites you to join us to discuss a special book for Thanksgiving: Leadership Lessons
from the Cherokee Nation, by Chad “Corntassel” Smith, on November 9, at 7:00 p.m. in the Hope Library.
“When Chad Smith became Principal Chief, the Cherokee Nation was a chaotic and dysfunctional entity.
By the end of his tenure, 12 years later, the Nation had grown its assets from $150 million to $1.2 billion,
increased business profits 2,000 percent, created 6,000 jobs, and dramatically advanced its education,
language, and cultural preservation programs. How could one team influence such vast positive change? The
Cherokee Nation's dramatic transformation was the result of Smith's principle-based leadership approach and
his unique "Point A to Point B model“ – the simple but profound idea that the more you focus on the final goal,
the more you will accomplish ... and the more you will learn along the way. In other words, "look at the end
rather than getting caught up in tanglefoot."” <www.blueridge.edu>
And for the Christmas season, join us on December 14 to discuss Made for Goodness and Why This Makes
All the Difference, by Desmond & Mpho Tutu.
Please contact Sonja Peterson suggestions or questions at (612) 789-0397 or speterson@dunnwald.com.
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November 8, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
For children ages 3-7 and their parents.
FREE! NO CHARGE!
Non-members are welcome to participate. Pre-registration requested with Diane
Shallue at dianes@ulch.org or (612) 331-5988 ext *819.
Children will have 30 minutes of music instruction, teaching rhythm and movement using the Orff Approach. The Orff Approach is a "child-centered way of learning" music education that
treats music as a basic system like language and believes that just as every child can learn language without
formal instruction, so can every child learn music with a gentle and friendly approach. After the music time
there will be a snack and free play in the nursery. The music instructor will be Rosalie Eldevik.

The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition
The following is the fourth in a series of articles about worthy organizations that work to change policies to
benefit the poor and the powerless.
The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) is one of those interfaith social justice advocacy
organizations that has pitched a big tent and has gathered all the faith-based advocacy groups under it to create
a powerful voice for the voiceless at the State Capital. The JRLC Day on the Hill, their main event, takes place
once a year in March. There you will find representatives from MICAH, A MN Without Poverty, ISAIAH, all
the religious denominations’ social justice departments such as Lutheran Coalition for Public Policy, Jewish
Community Action, Islamic Center of Minnesota, as well as many churches, synagogues, mosques, and even
organizations like the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community present with their concerns for the least
among us. This event is a day packed with inspiring speeches, briefing sessions about the justice issues being
debated by our state lawmakers, and an opportunity to meet with your legislators at the State Capital to voice
your concern about these issues. The day ends in the Rotunda with an award ceremony, a closing speech,
prayers, and music. I remember one Day on the Hill years ago that ended with an exciting speech given by the
late Senator Paul Wellstone. JRLC has tentatively selected March 10, 2015, for their next Day on the Hill.
Registration is required. Go to their web site for further information: http://www.jrlc.org/day-on-the-hill.
The JRLC, however, does more than Day on the Hill. They have two state-wide networks, the JRLC
Network and the Interfaith Children’s Advocacy Network (iCan), comprised of 8000 advocates who speak out
for the poor and for the needs of children living in poverty and/or experiencing abuse. The advocates receive
updates by e-mail year-round about actions they can take or phone calls they can make and e-mail messages
they can send to their state lawmakers concerning just policies for those in society who are the most needy.
JRLC also does research and publishes issue papers on the pressing social issues that affect our most
vulnerable citizens, connecting these issues to our religious principles. Their most recent publication featured
payday predatory lenders and the devastating effect they have on poor communities. Their advocacy has
pushed our state lawmakers to pass legislation that puts tighter regulations on these lenders, but stronger
controls are still needed in order to stop the harm that is being done by them. So, the work continues for our
faith-based advocacy organizations.
In an unrelated note, I would like to encourage all who can to attend the Hope Forum on Saturday, Nov. 1,
beginning at 10:00 a.m. One of the co-leaders of the discussion entitled “Is it possible to end poverty?” will be
Rev. Dr. Nancy Maeker, recently retired Executive Director of A MN Without Poverty, another social justice
organization I planned to include in this series. However, there is no need because Kirsten Mebust wrote an
informative article about that organization in the October 2014 edition of The Visitor.
– Donna Pususta Neste, Hope in the World
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