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Participatory Arts with The Hope Diamonds!

Kairos Alive!
On Wednesday September 20, The Hope Diamonds Senior Group 
enjoyed a program presented by Kairos Alive! The mission of Kairos 
Alive! is to transform lives through intergenerational, intercultural, 
participatory arts programs and to promote their power to nurture, 
heal, and create community among all ages and abilities. Kairos artist 
Parker Genné (wearing headset) and Nick Pawlowski (in bright blue 
shirt) led participants in movement and music.



Treasurer’s Report 
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As I review the pledged amounts, giving, and other revenue in the past years and the work our church has 
before us for 2018 and beyond, I have hope that our congregation will continue to realize that all our gifts –
both monetary and time & talents – are needed in our work. If you have any questions please contact me at 
treasurer@ulch.org Ruth Hedman

Treasurer

“Here is an outstanding modern contribution to religious literature – a vivid portrait of the man who, 
because of his unshakable faith in his God, helped to bring about the Protestant Reformation.” Google Books

December 10: When Breath Becomes Air, by Paul Kalanithi.
Please contact Sonja Peterson with book suggestions or questions at 612-789-0397 or 

speterson@dunnwald.com
"You know you’ve read a good book when you turn the last page and feel a little as if you have lost a friend." 

Paul Sweeney

Hope Book Club 
On November 12, in commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran reformation, 

the Hope Book Club will finish discussing Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther, by Roland 
Bainton, Chapter 11, “My Patmos,” through Chapter 22, “The Measure of the Man.” 

Welcome New Members!
In this season (on October 29) we welcome new members into the community of Christ we call University 

Lutheran Church of Hope. They bring rich experiences and varied backgrounds. Watch for their pictures and a 
little about them on the bulletin board in the hallway near the staff offices. We welcome: 

Janet Booe
Kristen and Jay Carlson, Beatrice and Malena
Tom and Candy Carlson
Steve and Cyndi Granzkow-Wold
Becky Hanson
Linda and Stewart Herman
Barbara and Swan Johnson
Ben and Erika Larson 
Alpha and Ken Lundquist
Nagisa Morikawa
Johanna Nashandi, M’taleni and Twapewa
Nick Tangen

Sept 2017 
Actuals

Sept 2017 
Budget

Sept 2017 
Variance

YTD Actuals YTD 
Budget

YTD 
Variance

General Giving $37,765 $37,392 $  373 $307,051 $336,525 ($29,474)

Rental Income 12,837 11,610 1,228 104,610 104,486 124

Total income $50,606 $49,001 $1,605 $418,097 $441,012 ($22,914)

Total Expenses $42,784 $50,501 ($ 7,717) $446,238 $454,512 ( $  8,274)

Net Cash Activity $ 7,822 ($ 1,500) $ 9,322 ($28,141) ($13,500) ($14,641)

Thank you!
• Thank you members for your contributions in September.  
• Thank you PEASE Academy for your faith in our congregation and our building, 

continuing your relationship with us so you can continue your good work.
• Thank you volunteers and staff for all you do to keep our ministry moving forward 

and our building a safe place for all.



Remember Me to Them
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Around our house, TV is rare, but a good Netflix-type series is a precious 
respite and joy. Lately it’s been the Swedish crime drama Wallander. A 
phrase sticks with me from a recent episode, a phrase I’ve heard before but 
not often of late, nor in these parts: “Remember me to them.” Of course, you 
can switch around those pronouns, make them plural or singular, or add a 
proper noun. The meaning remains: Give my greetings to so and so, or, I 
suppose, say hello.

Somehow, though, this “remembering” one to another always strikes me as deeper, more enduring, 
with the potential of crossing time and space, heart and soul. We celebrate All Saints Sunday on 
November 5 with the lighting of candles, the reading of names, the tolling of the bell. One of Hope’s 
traditions that I have come to love is adding the names of saints—our beloved who have died in the past 
year—to the communion rail. We kneel, rest our arms in prayer, feel the living saints at our sides, receive 
Christ’s very body, partake in mercy and forgiveness and enough hope for another day…and we do all of 
this sharing the table with the saints who have died and gone before us, and those yet to be. 

Remember me to them. In October we have held the services for two of our longtime and beloved 
members, Bertha Hanson and Marian Jacobs. In the days and weeks as these women drew closer to death, 
Pastor Barbara and I visited. We remembered you all to Marian and Bertha, told them of the love of the 
faithful community at Hope, and reminded them of God’s abiding love in life and death and life beyond 
death. In turn, Bertha and Marian, in their own ways, asked that we remember them to you. In worship 
and at the funerals, over coffee, and in conversation, stories of Marian and Bertha have been and will 
surely continue to be remembered and shared. These are stories of what they did (serving, collating, 
visiting), but they are also stories of how they did it (persevering, grieving, praying, in a spirit of 
faithfulness).

I love this All Saints Season (my phrase, but I think it works), for I love this sense of a whole season of 
“remembering” one another: the relationships, the stories, the courage and encouragement. In late October 
and November, besides the candles and saints, our young people will share of their faith and affirm their 
baptisms (also known as confirmation), three little ones will be baptized, 23 new members will join our 
community, and we’ll pledge our financial commitments for the year to come. This, dear ones, is life with 
the saints. Remember me to them. Send my greetings, surely. But more than that; extend my spirit, my 
love, my care, our sense of relationships that tether us across time and place, and root us deeply in the life 
and love of Christ Jesus. All Saints Blessings. Pastor Jen

Inviting All Women to the 2018 Winter Retreat
All women high school age through golden age are invited to the annual Hope Women’s Retreat, Friday 

January 26 at 4p.m. through Sunday noon January 28, 2018 at Dunrovin Retreat Center north of Stillwater.
Cost for Friday afternoon through Sunday noon (includes 5 meals) is $215; for Saturday morning 

through Sunday (includes 3 meals), $175; Saturday only (includes 2 meals), $130. There is no cost increase 
from last year. Scholarship money is available; speak to Pastor Jen. 

Saturday morning is the only structured time, so there are lots of opportunities for crafts, massage, 
making prayer shawls, hiking or skiing at William O'Brien State Park, a Stillwater trip, etc. Registration 
will begin in December. Stay tuned! Questions? Contact Ann Beane at spirit.beane@gmail.com or Beata 
Rydeen at beatarydeen@comcast.net
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Faith Formation for All Ages

Kids between age 3 and 5th grade are invited to join us each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m. for 
singing, creating, praying, and storytelling. This month we’ll explore stories of the Lost Sheep and 
the Lost Coin. There is no Sunday School class on Sunday November 26. For more information, 
or to volunteer to help with this awesome ministry, contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org

FAITH  FORMATION  NEWS 

Children’s Faith Formation

The Youth Group gathers each Sunday morning at 9:15 in the Youth Room. We’ll spend some 
time exploring spiritual practice, talking about where and how God is active in our lives, and 
praying for one another. Be aware that Youth Group will not meet on November 26. Everyone is 
welcome! Questions? Contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org

Youth Group

Youth Gathering, This Changes Everything, June 27-July 1, 2018 
At the end of June 2018, a group from Hope will travel to Houston for the ELCA’s Youth Gathering for a 

time of faith formation, service, and fellowship. More than 33,000 high school students will come together to 
deepen their faith and get to work helping Houston’s recovery from the devastation of Hurricane Harvey. 

We need your help to make this trip possible. We need to raise $6,000 by May of 2018, and any help you 
can offer will be greatly appreciated. You can place checks in the offering plate with “Youth Gathering” in 
the memo line, or go to ulch.org and donate to “Youth.” Throughout the year we’ll hear from our high school 
students about why they see this as such a great opportunity, and how you can help to make this trip happen. 
Questions? Please contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org

Centering Prayer Fridays at 1 p.m.
“The fewer the words, the better the prayer.” – Martin Luther

Centering Prayer is a silent method of prayer that prepares our faculties for the gift of contemplation. In the 
practice we engage in a process of self-emptying by gently releasing our attachment to our thoughts, and 
settling into the deep and abiding presence of God. The fruits of this practice are found in the holy humdrum 
of daily life. Join us on Friday afternoons for holy rest and prayer.

Advent Program – Nine Lessons and Carols
On December 17, during the second service (10:30am), University Lutheran Church of Hope will worship 
using Nine Lessons and Carols. Each Sunday School class has picked a lesson or two and will perform their 
interpretation with drama and music. If you are a parent or guardian of a Sunday School student, please be sure 
to mark December 10 and December 17 on your calendars. On December 10 we will hold a rehearsal after the 
10:30am worship, and December 17 is the date of the program. If you or your child is unable to be present for 
either of these dates, or if you have any questions, please contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org.

A Study of Isaiah 
"Restored and Forgiven," a six-session study of the Book of Isaiah, chapters 40-66, will begin 
Sunday November 5 and continue each Sunday until December 10. The sessions will be held at 
11:45, after the second service. John Setterlund has prepared a study guide and will lead the 
discussions. You are welcome to attend any or all of the sessions. 
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Sunday Forums
(9:30-10:20 a.m. in Heritage Hall, below the Sanctuary)

November 19: Visiting the Holy Land. Anyone with plans to travel to Israel, Jordan, and Palestine 
will learn and enjoy the experience even more by some advance preparation. Religion, politics, 
history, and general culture differ from our own, and the logistics of international travel can challenge 
our patience. University Lutheran Church of Hope member John Setterlund, who lived in Palestine 
for two years and has led several tours to the region, will offer information and answer questions.

November 26: Listening for God in Scripture. Lectio divina is Latin for "divine reading." It is a 
traditional Benedictine practice of engaging scripture through reflection, response, and rest, 
listening for God speaking to us in the here and now. Join Nick Tangen, University Lutheran 
Church of Hope Minister of Faith in Community, to learn more about this practice, and to engage in 
some lectio divina as a group.  

November 5: All Saints’ Sunday: Faith Alive Among Us. A dialogue among the living saints of the Church 
at University Lutheran Church of Hope regarding their lessons in life and the value of faith. The longer we 
live, the broader our experience of grace. Hope member Brian McCaffrey is preparing and leading the 
conversation.

Oskar Grothe, Our Lutheran Summer Music Camp Student 

November 12: Honoring our Bodies. Body, mind, and spirit are interrelated. We can pay 
attention to and nurture all three to improve our quality of life and sense of well-being. Hope 
member Sara Tufvesson Doure will lead the group in a few easy, optional strength and stretching 
exercises while seated in a chair, that help to improve posture, relieve muscle tension, and 
prevent injury. Bring your body with you for this program.

University Lutheran Church of Hope was able to support one of our youth, Oskar Grothe, in attending 
Lutheran Summer Music Camp this past summer. LSM is a Minneapolis-based organization aimed at 
nurturing the vocation of musically gifted youth in Lutheran community. 

Oskar writes about his experience:
I am honored that Zach Busch recommended me for Lutheran Summer Music Camp in Valparaiso, 

Indiana. I had an amazing time, and I was able to have so many incredible experiences. The highlight for me 
was singing a 50-page Bach cantata, in the original German, which the choir learned in a week. I got to take 
a musical theater elective (which taught me to be a better singer, reader, and actor), taught by George Hogan, 
a renowned opera singer. I was able to grow substantially as a musician. For my final recital I played “City 
of Stars,” from the movie La La Land.

A normal day at LSM would start at an early 6:45 with a race to see which ten people would get to 
shower before breakfast. After breakfast was morning announcements and prayer, followed by practice time 
and our electives (I did musical theater and Lutheran history). Then it was lunch time. After lunch I 
rehearsed with the LSM choir. Before dinner we got some free time that could be spent doing recreational 
activities, practicing our music, or having some time to unwind. After dinner almost every night was an 
amazing concert by LSM faculty members. After the concert, we had a chapel or Holden Evening Prayer 
service. I participated in chapel choir directed by Paul D. Weber (see ELW #189 and #724!) and we sang at 
many of the evening services. By bedtime, we were all exhausted.

I am very grateful for the donation the church gave me so I could have such an awesome summer.

Gifts for Plymouth Christian Youth Center 
The Plymouth Christian Youth Center's annual Christmas Gift Sale is December 9, 2017. More than 

5000 gifts and 300 volunteers are needed to make the holidays brighter for 1000 North Minneapolis 
youth. Gifts for all ages will be collected at Hope from November 19 to December 4, along with cash 
donations. Contact Gretchen Peik for details, at gretchen@peiks.net
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Sanctuary and Immigration
Courtroom Observations

If you are interested in learning more about immigration and would like to bring more transparency to the 
system, please consider becoming a Human Rights Defender Project court observer. The program is simple: 
court observation volunteers attend immigration hearings and use a Human Rights Defender Project form to 
take notes on issues of concern, including access to counsel, family and community support, interpretation, 
and manner of arrest. This information is used by local immigration attorneys to better advocate for non-
citizens. You will be collecting vital information, and learn what it is like to face an immigration removal 
hearing in Minnesota. No immigration experience is needed. All you need is a valid government-issued 
photo ID to enter the Bishop Whipple Federal Building at Fort Snelling. Hearings generally take 
place Monday through Thursday between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. To sign up to observe hearings, visit: 
www.law.umn.edu/james-h- binger-center-new-Americans/volunteer-opportunities
“Claiming our Voices” House Meetings

“Claiming Our Voices” House Meeting training is part of ISAIAH’s plan to have more than 6,000 people 
of faith participate in congregational forums, house meetings, and individual conversations toward setting an 
agenda grounded in our commitment to love and justice. In January 2018, ISAIAH will launch our Statewide 
Faith Agenda and prepare more than 4,000 leaders to caucus on this agenda across Minnesota on February 6.

In our conversations, we will deepen our relationships by creating space to share our pain and what’s at 
stake for each of us. We will work to dismantle false narratives of scarcity, competition, and racism that are 
harming us. We will expand the base of leadership required to transform Minnesota into a state that protects 
and promotes the safety and dignity of our families, neighbors, and community members.

University Lutheran Church of Hope members will host House Meetings throughout the coming months, 
so watch bulletin announcements and the Thursday Epistle to learn about opportunities to participate in these 
important conversations. Questions? Or would you like to host a House Meeting? Contact Nick Tangen at 
nickt@ulch.org Peace be with you! Nicholas Tangen Obl.OSB

Minister of Faith in Community

All Saints, Advent, Night Songs, and Christmas Worship
On November 5 we will observe All Saints Sunday. Candles and remembrance of departed loved ones 

with tolling of the bell will make this a special Sunday.
Seasonal Worship Planning volunteers met October 18. Advent themes and plans from this workshop will 

emerge soon. Stay tuned for how we will engage in our Advent worship life in the coming weeks.
Mark your calendars for Night Songs on Thursday December 14. The Hope Choir, with choirs from 

University Baptist Church and First Congregational Church, will present a service of music and 
readings. anthems, small groups, solos, poetry, scripture, and congregational song will coalesce under the 
night sky, projected into the rafters of Hope’s sanctuary by James Flaten. Don’t miss this special night!

Looking ahead: Worship Schedule for Advent and Christmas
Sunday December 3 (Advent 1): 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday December 6, 13, and 20: midweek worship: Holden Evening Prayer at 7 p.m. in the chapel 
Sunday December 10 (Advent 2): 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Thursday December 14: Night Songs choral service at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday December 17 (Advent 3): 8:30, Intergenerational Festival of Lessons and Carols at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday December 24 (Advent 4 and Christmas Eve): One morning Advent worship service at 10:30 a.m.; 

Christmas Eve worship at 4 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
Monday December 25: No services
Sunday December 31: One service at 10:30 a.m. Zach Busch

Minister of Worship and Music



7

Congregational Life
Dates to Keep in Mind:

November 5: All Saints Sunday. Isaiah Bible Study begins. Capital Appeal Community Panel.
November 12: Gratitude and Generosity Blessing of Pledge Cards. Fellowship Meal. 
November 21: Shared Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at University Baptist Church at 7:30 p.m.
December 3: Advent begins. Christmas Caroling
December 6: Wednesday Evening Advent Service at 7 p.m.
December 13: Wednesday Evening Advent Service at 7 p.m. 
December 14: Night Songs at 7 p.m.
December 17: Service of Lessons and Carols. Smörgåsbord Potluck Fellowship Meal
December 20: Hope Diamonds. Wednesday Evening Advent Service at 7 p.m.
December 24: Christmas Eve Worship at 4 p.m. and 10 p.m.
January 26-28: Women’s Retreat
February 11: Annual Meeting

Life Events at Hope
We’re a community of faith, called to hold one another in prayer. Here are a few of the life events 
affecting our community. We need your help to know for whom we can pray. Please alert a pastor or 
contact the church office. We include in prayer…
Welcoming children: We pray for those in our congregation who are awaiting children and holding 
hope in joyful and painful times. On October 22, Reid Fynn Radziej, child of Lance and Megan 
Radziej, was baptized.  
Confirmation: On Reformation Sunday October 29, four of our youth, Jazmyne Anderson, Josh 
Felling, Ian Zibble, and Nicke Zibble will be confirmed. 
Deaths: We hold in our prayers in these days of grief the family and friends of Bertha Hanson 
(especially Laurel, Terry, and Judy); the family and friends of Marian Jacobs (especially George, 
Delle, Gary, and Wendy); and Larry and Leah Larson at the death of Larry’s sister Linda Balmer.
Significant Illness: Those living with illness, cancer, recovery, uncertain diagnosis, chemical 
dependency, and mental health struggles, especially Janet Carpenter, Hannah Kiresuk, George 
Wagner, Madeline Teske, Alexander Otey-Wold, and Chuck Lewis.  
Separation, Divorce, Retirement, Moves, Graduations, and New Beginnings: We hold one 
another in prayer. God is with us through it all. 

Upcoming Fellowship Meals
In November we’ll gather for a Fellowship Meal on Sunday November 12 after the 10:30 a.m. worship 

service. Undergrad and grad students are our guests and eat free. Help with setup and cleanup is always 
appreciated. There is a rumor that Katie Luther (or two or three or four) may make an appearance… She 
was all about “table talk,” you know. Looking ahead to December, we’ll enjoy a holiday Smörgåsbord
potluck Fellowship Meal on Sunday, December 17. More to come!
Hark, the Herald Angels Sing! on Sunday December 3 starting at 11:45 a.m. 

It’s never too early to sing Christmas carols, especially if you bring a load of good cheer, cookies, and 
laughter along. We’ll meet after worship for a quick lunch, and send out small groups of singers to visit 
some of our dearest members who are homebound. Sign up at the welcome center so we can plan for 
lunch and how many people we can visit. No special vocal training required. Song sheets provided. All 
ages welcome! 
Young Adult Lunch November 5 

All young adults are invited to gather for lunch somewhere in Dinkytown after the 10:30 a.m. worship. 
We’ll meet at the back of the church to pick a lunch spot and, if it isn’t raining, walk to our destination. 
Hope to see you there!
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Facilities Report

Our current proposals are more modest in scope. The Facilities Committee is ever mindful of needed 
repairs, upgrades, and maintenance to our extensive facility. We have three recommendations. The highest of 
our priorities is, first and foremost, replacing the now essentially opaque Plexiglas window coverings on all 
our stained glass windows. These coverings have been an eyesore for too many years now! 

Our second recommendation is cleaning the exterior of our sanctuary. This oldest part of our structure 
(built in 1908) is constructed of large stone blocks which are in places badly stained and discolored with age.

Finally, we recommend replacing the main entry doors at the rear of the sanctuary (at the top of the stone 
stairway on the east end of building). These are antiquated, un-welcoming, inefficient (drafty), and visually 
unattractive. 

Notice the new signage on many of our interior doors. Our committee extends a big thank you to Sharla
Aaseng and Muffi Abrahamson of the Arts and Environment Committee for taking on this project and 
helping make our spaces more clear and welcoming to visitors. We love the outcome: looks sharp and does 
the job. Also, thank you to Sanctuary Movement partner St. Cecilia’s Roman Catholic Church for their 
significant contribution toward a new washer/dryer combination unit, being installed in the southwest corner 
of our kitchen on October 23. Thanks to John Pignatello (committee co-chair) for all his work in making this 
happen. This washer/dryer can serve our work with Sanctuary, Families Moving Forward, and the kitchen.

Our committee has been exploring converting the existing wood-burning fireplace in the lounge to a gas 
log (easier to light, use, and maintain; eliminates back drafts and smoke smell; safer for children). Cost of 
conversion is approximately $3,000. We hope to install this before the first snowfall, and are currently 
reviewing various funding options. If you feel the inspiration, we are hoping for donations. 

Craig Nelson 
Facilities Committee Co-Chair

Hope in the World: Sacred Solidarity Network
Led by the Racial Justice Team, University Lutheran Church of Hope has joined the Sacred                   

Solidarity Network, a project of MARCH (Multi-faith, Anti-racism, Change, & Healing). MARCH is a 
Twin Cities multi-faith-based organization which has as one of its goals helping predominantly white faith 
communities counteract and ultimately dismantle the corrosive effects of racism in all its forms.

The Sacred Solidarity Network is an initiative to enlist local congregations to address racism through a 
framework that helps each member congregation or faith community evaluate its own efforts to realize a 
vision of racial justice through, among other things, fostering personal transformation, forming persons for 
public faith, and creating systems in support of a just and sustainable world.

Membership in the Sacred Solidarity Network will give our church access to training, resources and, 
when desired, consultation to undergird our own efforts to work on behalf of racial justice.  Members of 
the Racial Justice Team attended their first Network retreat on October 17 at the Springhouse Ministry 
Center. Its theme: “What does a fully implemented commitment to Racial Justice look like for the 
congregation?”

Bruce Eldevik
Hope in the World

This edition of The Visitor is a timely opportunity to apprise you of recent activities of 
the Facilities Committee – particularly timely as Hope prepares to embark on our next 
capital campaign. In our present three-year cycle, all our flat roofs were redone using a 
top-quality long-lasting reinforced rubber membrane. A very large and critical 
undertaking. (We should be water-tight for the next 30 years.) 
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President’s Report
My dad preached many stewardship sermons in his career, and there was one he recycled for use in every 

parish he served. It included a story drawn from the Winter War between the Soviet Union and Finland in 
1939-40. When Finnish troops were retreating before a Red Army advance, soldiers went around evacuating 
villagers and burning their homes to deny the Soviets the use of them.

One old lady took the news of having to leave her home stoically. A sympathetic Finnish officer gave her 
time to gather her belongings, and when he returned he found her on hands and knees scrubbing the floor.

“Mother,” he said, “didn’t you understand me? We’re going to have to burn your house.”
“I heard you,” she replied. “But if it’s to be for Finland, I want it to be my best.” I can’t vouch for the 

truth of her story, but her example of generosity and service has stuck with me for decades.
That story comes to mind as I contemplate the predicament facing some non-Indian cabin owners who 

have rented land for decades from the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe. The Band has decided not to renew those 
leases, and will use the land instead to reduce the housing shortage that afflicts its people. The departing 
owners have just three options: They can try to sell their cabins to eligible band members, or move the 
structures off reservation land, or simply leave them behind.

It occurs to me that if I were forced to leave behind a cabin that I could not sell, I might be tempted to 
burn it down. But then I think of that Finnish woman who, faced with a similar situation, chose to wash the 
floors instead.

By the time you read this, we’ll be deep into stewardship season at Hope, and we will also be moving 
toward a new capital campaign. We’re not facing eviction, and there are no armies invading our 
neighborhood. So maybe it’s a bit easier for us to respond in a spirit of generosity and service. Our church is 
our beloved spiritual home, the place where we are called to engage in ministry together – to each other, to 
our community and the world beyond.

I thank God for the life we have together, for the ministry we share, and that we have the means to be 
generous in support of it. I hope you feel the same. God’s peace to you and yours, Eric Ringham

Congregational President

Now through Sunday, November 5 we are in the Listening Phase of the capital campaign process. During 
this time, we will seek a deeper sense of how you engage this ministry, your dreams for this faith 
community’s future, and ways you may be willing to support this ministry moving forward.

MAP Survey: Please take time to complete the survey, available online through November 5 at 
https://www.research.net/r/UniversityLCofHopeMinneapolisMN. Paper copies are also available at the 
welcome center, and computer/iPad helpers can assist on Sundays. It takes 20-25 minutes to complete. 
Complete the entire survey is important, as incomplete surveys will not be counted. 

Interviews: Kairos consultant Kristin Wiersma will conduct 30-minute in-person and phone interviews. 
She is available October 29-November 5. Please sign up for a conversation with Kristin at Hope or by 
phone), at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0548adae2ba7f94-listening (scroll down for times). We want 
to hear from you – your voice matters as we learn and plan for our life together at Hope.

Community Panel: On Sunday November 5 after the 10:30 a.m. service, we will meet with neighbors 
and community leaders, for them to share their insights about the community and University Lutheran 
Church of Hope as their neighbor.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me, or any of the other team members; 
John Hensrud, Doug Hartmann, Jacob Nordman, Oskar Grothe, Ann Beane, Ruth Hedman, Pastor Jen(ex-
offcio). Yours in Christ,

John Rydeen
Past President & Capital Campaign Chair

Capital Campaign Update
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Remembering Bertha Hanson
“Each Life is a miracle that changes the world
And leaves it a better place than it was before.” 

Bertha Hanson will always be remembered in our congregation for making University Lutheran Church of 
Hope a more caring place. Her organization, dedication, time, and effort as a co-founder of the Friendly 
Visitor Program have given the church meaningful traditions. (Friendly Visitors is a unique program at Hope. 
At the request of then Pastor David Preus, it was started and maintained by Hope members Verle Rhoades, 
Bertha Hanson, and Marvel Kingsley.) The traditions of maintaining relationships with our homebound 
members and remembering loved ones through the Easter Plant Project remain as important ministries. Not 
only did Bertha help administer this program for more than 40 years, she was a Friendly Visitor to the end.

We deeply appreciate Bertha (and Verle) for the tons of invested hours that kept this program alive, as 
well as all those who have served and continue to serve as Friendly Visitors. As for Bertha, we will definitely 
miss her friendship and humor. Rosalie Eldevik

Let’s Get Acquainted 

She has fond memories of summer visits to the family cabin on the Gunflint Trail near Grand Marais, and 
several road trips covering all 50 states. She has enjoyed traveling to many exotic places in the world, but still 
prefers to live in Minnesota where we have all four seasons. 

Millie traveled with her husband Milt when he was equipment manager for the Minnesota Gophers 
football team. It was a special thrill for her to accompany Milt to Pasadena, California when the team played 
in the 1961 and 1962 Rose Bowl games. She also remembers meeting Eleanor Roosevelt at a football game in 
Vallejo, California. 

Gracious as ever, Millie is one of Hope’s two centenarians. She continues to serve as a greeter, handing out 
bulletins for the weekly chapel service at the assisted living facility where she resides. She enjoys a daily 
exercise group and many other activities and games. She says the secret to her long life is being an active 
servant in the church, and her faith in God who has never let her down. Millie stands among many other dear 
saints at University Lutheran Church of Hope who are generous in their gratitude to God and in their love for 
their church family. Pastor Barbara Johnson

Care and Nurture Ministry 

Millie Holmgren was born and raised on a farm near Silver Lake, not far from Hutchinson, 
Minnesota. Millie’s children and grandchildren are most dear to her. She recalls the baptisms of 
daughter Sharon and son Gary at Hope by Pastor David Preus. She has loved serving in the 
church in a variety of ways. She was active in the women’s ministry, served on the wedding 
planning committee, and enjoyed cooking for church meals. She helped start a Bible study for 
young mothers, making sure their children were cared for nearby. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Shawls – Who Are They For? Prayer shawls are intended for ANYONE who desires to be 

warmly wrapped in the prayers of our faith community. Prayer shawls are displayed on a rack near the 
welcome center at the east entrance. You are welcome to take one at any time, whether for yourself or 
someone you know. There are also some child-size shawls available. 

Our goal is to place a prayer shawl in every Hope house. Who makes them? Many shawls are crafted 
by those who attend the Hope Women’s Retreat, but prayer shawls of any kind can be made by anyone 
throughout the year. Fleece is fun, and hand-knitted or crocheted shawls are also warm and beautiful! So 
crafty folks, start working on your winter evening projects. Many patterns are available online.

Beata Rydeen
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