
December 2017

University Lutheran Church of Hope
is a welcoming, Christian community of faith

centered in God’s grace and
called to demonstrate God’s love for the world.

Issue #13‐11

The Visitor

601  13th  Avenue SE
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55414‐1437
Tel. (612) 331‐5988   Fax (612) 623‐0693
www.ulch.org

Advent and Christmas Worship and Music at Hope
Advent is upon us. We wait for Emmanuel’s incarnation with hope, while we live in the moment, coming to 

terms with that which keeps us from fully celebrating. In worship and music we have many things planned, 
joining the many city-wide happenings. I encourage you to consider how worship can take a more central role 
in your Advent observance this year. We make room for Jesus within ourselves and as a community.
Worship Schedule 

December 3: 1st Sunday of Advent – Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
December 6: Holden Evening Prayer at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary
December 10: 2nd Sunday of Advent – Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
December 13: Holden Evening Prayer at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary
December 14: Night Songs service at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary
December 17: 3rd Sunday of Advent –Worship at 8:30 a.m. in the chapel; intergenerational 

Festival of Lessons and Carols at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
December 20: Holden Evening Prayer at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary
December 24: 4th Sunday of Advent AND Christmas Eve – One morning Advent service at 

10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary, then Festival Christmas services at 4 p.m. and 10 p.m.
December 25: Christmas Day – No services
December 31: 1st Sunday after Christmas – One service at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary

During the season, Phil Thompson’s painting, Madonna and Christ Child in the City, will be moved from 
its usual location in the south transept to a central focal point in the chancel. We will explore this painting’s 
imagery, which has a lot to teach us about intersection and connection, as part of worship. Alongside this 
exploration, we will focus on Mary’s prophetic words of justice in the Magnificat.

On December 14, the Hope Choir and choirs from First Congregational Church, University Baptist 
Church, and Christ’s Community Moravian Church of Maple Grove present the return of Night 
Songs. One week before the winter solstice, you are invited to attend this 60-minute, immersive display of 
cosmic imagery, spoken word, and music. The program will ponder abolitionist Theodore Parker’s quote: 
“The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends towards justice.” Bring pillows and blankets to sit on the 
floor and gaze at the night sky projected into the rafters, or sit in a pew. This journey of searching and wonder 
is the perfect finals week study break or family-friendly concert experience. All are welcome – invite 
friends! Free will offering to benefit Voices of Hope choir at Shakopee Women’s Prison.

Grace and mercy to you this season! It can be a difficult and busy time of year. May you find miracles in 
unexpected places, and may hope be born within you again and again. I am grateful to be serving you.

Zach Busch, Minister of Worship and Music



New Additions to our Church Library 
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Especially impressive is a new two-volume facsimile of Luther's Bible – the version he translated 
and had published. The text is accompanied by fascinating illustrations. Not only did Luther provide 
Holy Scriptures to the German people in their own common language, but, in doing so, he established 
the basis of modern High German. This Bible is a wonderful addition to our library. As always, thank 
you.

John Setterlund

On January 14, 2018, join us to discuss The Color of Water, by James McBride. Please contact Sonja 
Peterson with book suggestions or questions at 612-789-0397 or speterson@dunnwald.com

Hope Book Club 
On December 10 at 7 p.m. in the Hope library, the Hope Book Club will discuss  

When Breath Becomes Air, by Paul Kalanithi. 
For readers of Atul Gawande, Andrew Solomon, and Anne Lamott, a profoundly 

moving, exquisitely observed memoir by a young neurosurgeon faced with a terminal 
cancer diagnosis who attempts to answer the question: What makes a life worth living? 
www/goodreads.com

Book Review: Atlas of the European Reformations 

During the past few months the church library has received many donated books. These 
have been sorted, and most are now on the shelves and available for borrowing. Included 
are some recent volumes on Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation, which were 
given by Augsburg Fortress Publishers.

Let’s start with my confession. I did not finish the book, Atlas of the European Reformations, by Tim 
Dowley, before writing this report. However, I got through most of it. 

Who should read this book? The book is intended to be an introduction to the Reformation, its 
origins, the main players, and its spread in the years between 1300 and 1650. The book is organized into 
4 major parts: (1) The situation leading up to the Reformation; (2) The main players of the Reformation; 
(3) Catholic reform and Counter-Reformation; and (4) Early modern Europe. 

Why did I read this book? For the colorful, detailed maps. I love maps. Each event, major figure, or 
trend is illustrated with one or more maps, accompanied by a nice summary of the subject depicted. 
There are 58 subjects explained in maps. Some of my favorite subjects were: the rise of universities 
(Bologna was established almost 80 years before Oxford); the rise of printing centers (beginning with 
Gutenberg, who invented movable type in 1445); the spread of the Renaissance and the humanists (like 
Erasmus); Charles V (who was too distracted by a global empire to squash the Reformation when he 
had a chance); and Martin Luther, who was lucky to live in the territory of Electoral Saxony (Frederick 
the Wise), instead of Ducal Saxony (Duke George, a fierce opponent of Luther). 

This book did not answer all of my questions. Why could Luther and Zwingli not agree about 
Christ’s real presence in the elements of the Lord’s Supper? Why did Luther speak so strongly against 
the Jews? What about John Wesley and the Methodists (they come too late, 1703-91)? 

In conclusion, this is a nice introduction to the Reformation, but you will be left wanting more. I 
turned next to The Reformation, by Diarmaid MacCulloch. Maybe there is another book report coming.

John Beane



Listening Well
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Here at University Lutheran Church of Hope we are at the tail end of one capital 
fund appeal and wading quickly into another. Kristin Wiersma, herself a daughter of 
this congregation, is our consultant through Kairos and Associates. We spent 
October and early November in the listening phase. In this phase, 115 of you 
completed surveys – thank you! Another 34 sat down with Kristin or spoke by 
phone for interviews – again, thank you. 

Finally, a solid crew attended a community panel and heard neighborhood leaders from the U of M, 
Marcy Holmes Neighborhood Association, and the Minneapolis Police Department reflect the joys, 
challenges, needs, and potential engagement with our community here in Dinkytown – thank you!

Through these weeks, we’ve tuned our ears to listen well…to the voices of our neighbors; to one 
another here in this congregation; and to the stirrings, hopes, and pain in our own souls. At a November 
Leadership Summit we had a chance to hear how the listening went, what it yielded, and where the Holy 
Spirit may be leading. Kristin presented us with all the survey results and her report. Feel free to email me 
if you’d like electronic copies replete with the visuals. 

What did I hear? We’re doing well: the vitality I’ve been sensing has traction, God is active…and 
we’re noticing. The survey tool describes congregations in areas with names like stationary (ministry is 
happening, but little movement – “We feel stuck.”), nostalgic (an enjoyment of looking back on what has 
been done), puzzled (with identity issues and the question, “Which way should we go?”), and finally, 
possibilities (well positioned to make bold decisions and advance ministry in new and renewed ways –
“Let’s get going.”). Last time around, three years ago, as you began the call process, our congregation was 
“puzzled.” Now we’re solidly into “possibilities,” with space to grow still more. That’s good news!  

As I listened to these results, I jotted down a few notes: Energy is high. Worship is at our core. We 
value worship highly and need to practice inviting people into this community of faith and sharing why 
this matters to us. We’ve got a lot going on, and sometimes that depletes our cohesiveness. We need 
organizational structure and systems of communication that curate information, drawing us around a clear 
sense of purpose. We seek safe spaces to express differences – things we don’t agree about – or to 
welcome folks with whom we may have less in common. We also need more access points to ministry –
more ways to get involved in what is happening. 

This resonates with what I’ve been sensing as I listen to many of you: We are doing well AND in the 
coming months we can work on our cohesiveness, communication, access, space for difference, and 
inviting. This doesn’t daunt me, but rather it excites me. Indeed, it gives me hope! In that listening spirit, 
I’d love to hear your reflections and also the ways you’d like to be involved. God is at work in us and 
through us. Thank you for your faithfulness and wisdom. Pastor Jen

Inviting All Women to the 2018 Winter Retreat
All women high school age through golden age are invited to the annual Hope Women’s Retreat, Friday 

January 26 at 4 p.m. through Sunday noon January 28 at Dunrovin Retreat Center north of Stillwater. The 
theme this year is Telling Stories. 

Registration begins December 10 and closes January 14 (no refunds after this date). Cost for Friday 
afternoon through Sunday noon (includes 5 meals) is $215; for Saturday morning through Sunday (includes 
3 meals) is $175; Saturday only (includes 2 meals) is $130. There is no cost increase from last year. 
Scholarship money is available; speak to Pastor Jen. 

Saturday morning is the only structured time, so there are lots of opportunities for crafts, massage, 
hiking or skiing at William O'Brien State Park, a Stillwater trip, etc. Questions? Contact Ann Beane
at spirit.beane@gmail.com or Beata Rydeen at beatarydeen@comcast.net
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Faith Formation for All Ages

Kids between the age of 3 and 5th grade are invited to join us each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m. 
for singing, creating, praying, and storytelling. This month we’ll explore the story of Ten Men 
Healed, and will perform during the Advent Program on December 17. There is no class on 
December 24 or 31. Questions? Contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org

FAITH  FORMATION  NEWS 

Children’s Faith Formation

The Youth Group gathers each Sunday morning at 9:15 in the Youth Room. We’ll spend some 
time exploring spiritual practice, playing games, talking about where and how God is active in our 
lives, and praying for one another. We’ll also be preparing for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering. 
No Youth Group on December 24 or 31. Questions? Contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org

Youth Group

Youth Gathering, This Changes Everything, June 27-July 1, 2018 
The 2018 Youth Gathering theme focuses on Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” This free gift of God’s grace changes everything, and 
this summer a group of twelve will travel to Houston, Texas to explore how. More than 30,000 youth from all 
over the country will gather together for a time of faith formation, service, and fun. We need your help to 
make this trip possible. We need to raise $6,000 over the next 6 months, and any help you can provide will go 
a long way toward making this trip happen. You can place checks in the offering plate with “Youth 
Gathering” in the memo line, or you can donate to “Youth” on the website. Our high school youth will be 
present on Sunday mornings to talk about this great opportunity, and to ask for your support. 

Centering Prayer Fridays at 1 p.m.
Centering Prayer is a silent method of prayer that prepares our faculties for the gift of contemplation. 
In the practice we engage in a process of self-emptying by gently releasing our attachment to our 
thoughts, and settling into the deep and abiding presence of God. The fruits of the practice appear in 
the holy humdrum of daily life. Join us on Friday afternoons for a time of holy rest and prayer. 

Advent Program – Nine Lessons and Carols
University Lutheran Church of Hope’s Advent Program takes place on December 17 during the 10:30 a.m. 
worship. Each of our Sunday School classes will offer their interpretation of a lesson or two using drama, art, 
and music. Families with children should plan to be present for dress rehearsal after the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service on December 10 and before the 10:30 a.m. worship service on December 17. If you or your child are 
unable to be present for either of these dates or cannot perform in the Advent Program, please let Nick Tangen
or Rosalie Eldevik know as soon as possible. 

A Study of Isaiah 
"Restored and Forgiven," a six-session study of the Book of Isaiah, chapters 40-66, began on 
November 5 and will continue each Sunday through December 10. The sessions will be held at 
11:45, after the second service. John Setterlund has prepared a study guide and will lead the 
discussions. You are welcome to attend any or all of the sessions. 
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Sunday Forums
(9:30-10:20 a.m. in Heritage Hall, below the Sanctuary)

December 24 and December 31: Holiday Break – No Sunday Forums

December 17: Minnesota’s Immigrants. Ben Hartmann will share his 
research and insights from his work with the Immigrant Stories Project 
at the University of Minnesota over the past year.  

December 3: NASA in Church? James Flaten, who works at the University of Minnesota 
to promote interest in aerospace at the college level on behalf of NASA, will talk about 
his activities. Last August, for example, he travelled to Nebraska with a team of college 
students to document the total solar eclipse using stratospheric balloon-borne camera 
platforms. James will also discuss how he has combined his interests in church choral 
music (he sings in the Hope Choir) and astronomical photography to produce the visual 
backdrops for Night Songs concerts and for Holden Evening Prayer (Plus) services.

Awakening the Sage Within

December 10: Hope’s Community Oven Project – Moving Forward! Come hear the 
latest about Hope's Community Oven Project. John Bablitch, Bryan Kufus, and others 
will provide a sneak peek into the design and location. We are still on schedule to 
construct the oven in 2018. Also, learn how you can support the project. Do you like to 
bake? Maybe keeping track of inventory supplies is your thing. Or, maybe managing 
firewood and firing up an oven is your idea of a good time. We need folks interested in 
volunteering for these roles and more, as we start putting together our Bread Ministry 
Team. 

Come for a taste of a different, more satisfying way to grow older – a conscious, compassionate, and 
joyful second half of life. Sage-ing (also known as Spiritual Eldering or Conscious Aging) is a model for 
engaging the second half of life more deliberately, more joyfully, and more compassionately. Sage-ing
can help us develop a balanced plan for eldering that is personally fulfilling and also beneficial to others. 

On Saturday January 13 and Saturday January 20, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Heritage Hall, Karen 
West, Certified Sage-ing Leader (CSL) and Rev. Brian McCaffrey, CSL intern, will present this program 
based on the groundbreaking work of Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, who wrote From Age-ing to 
Sage-ing: A Profound New Vision of Growing Older.

During this interactive workshop we will introduce Sage-ing concepts including life review, 
forgiveness work, and issues surrounding our mortality; explore feelings about aging and the role of 
spiritual development in the capstone chapter of life; and begin development of a personalized plan for 
our own eldering.

A donation of $10 is suggested to defray cost of material.
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Sanctuary and Immigration

Courtroom Observations
If you are interested in learning more about immigration and would like to bring more transparency to 

the system, please consider becoming a Human Rights Defender Project court observer. The program is 
simple: Court observation volunteers attend immigration hearings and use a Human Rights Defender 
Project form to take notes on issues of concern, including access to counsel, family and community 
support, interpretation, and manner of arrest. This information is used by local immigration attorneys to 
better advocate for non-citizens. You will be collecting vital information, and learn what it is like to face 
an immigration removal hearing in Minnesota. No immigration experience is needed. All you need is a 
valid government-issued photo ID to enter the Bishop Whipple Federal Building at Fort Snelling. 
Hearings generally take place Monday through Thursday between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. To sign up to 
observe hearings, visit www.law.umn.edu/james-h-binger-center-new-Americans/volunteer-
opportunities.

“Claiming our Voices” House Meetings
As we look ahead to the coming legislative year, and the Governor's race, many of us are hosting or 

attending House Meetings to talk about what matters to us, to tell our story as a way to connect and 
understand our skin in the game, and to set a legislative agenda grounded in our values. As a Sanctuary 
congregation we will especially be talking about immigration policy and stories of “migration.” If you 
would like to host a house meeting, or would like information about house meetings to attend, please 
contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org. Peace be with you!

Nicholas Tangen Obl.OSB
Minister of Faith in Community

Thank You for Giving and Pledging 
The Gratitude and Generosity Team says THANK YOU to all who have submitted pledges for giving 

in 2018. By committing to financial contributions in the offering plate, we are reminded to place our 
lives in God’s hands and offer ourselves to God’s service. THANK YOU for caring about your 
community of faith and responding with generous support. If you have not yet submitted a pledge and 
would like to, there are pledge cards at the sanctuary entrances. You may still complete one and place it 
in the offering plate or mail it to the church office.

Kathy Kufus, Gratitude and Generosity Team

Thank you for the commitments you make to support the ministry of God through University 
Lutheran Church of Hope. In early December, Gayle Bidne, our business manager, will send out giving 
records. These help us plan ahead to try and honor our commitments by year end. Please allow at least 
four days for an electronic request to go through, or it may be dated in the New Year rather than being 
recorded in the current year. Don't hesitate to reach out to Pastor Jen or Gayle if you have questions or 
concerns. Thank you.

Pastor Jen
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Congregational Life
Dates to Keep in Mind:

December 3: Advent begins. Christmas caroling for homebound members. Noisy offering. Bible Study, 
Young Adult Lunch.

December 6: Advent Evening Worship.
December 10: Healing Opportunity. Bible Study.
December 18: Advent Evening Worship.
December 14: Night Songs.
December 17: Lessons and Carols Service. ULCHers play. Potluck Fellowship Meal/smörgåsbord.
December 20: Advent Evening Worship.
December 24: Christmas Eve Worship at 4 p.m. and 10 p.m.
January 4: Ranheim music recital.
January 7: Epiphany Service. Capital Appeal kickoff.
January 13 & January 20: Awakening the Sage Within.
January 21: Fellowship Meal.
January 26-28: Women’s Retreat.
February 11: Annual Meeting. Receive Capital Appeal Pledges. Fellowship Meal.
March 11-18: Host Families Moving Forward.

Life Events at Hope
We are a community of faith, called to hold one another in prayer. These darker months and holiday times 
can be especially painful and lonely for some. Here are a few of the life events affecting our community. 
We need your help to know for what we can pray. Please alert a pastor or contact the church office. We 
include in prayer…
Welcoming children: We pray for those in our congregation who are awaiting children and holding hope 
in joyful and painful times. On November 19, Ellen and Jack, children of Holly and Peter Hanson were 
baptized, and on that same day a blessing was held for Irving, child of Laura and Daniel Lundquist 
Peskorz.  
Deaths: We hold in our prayers in these days of grief:  Jacob Nordman at the death of his grandfather, Jim 
Nordman, Matt and Liz Fry at the death of Matt’s grandmother Lola Behren, and the family and friends 
of Jennifer Bidne.  
Significant Illness: Those living with illness, cancer, recovery, uncertain diagnosis, chemical dependency 
and other addictions, and mental health struggles, especially Janet Carpenter, Hannah Kiresuk, George 
Wagner, Madeline Teske, Alexander Otey-Wold, and Chuck Lewis.  
Separation, Divorce, Retirement, Moves, Graduations, and New Beginnings: We hold one another in 
prayer. God is with us through it all. 

December Fellowship Meal
Our Fellowship Meal on December 17 following the 10:30 a.m. worship is actually a festive holiday 
smörgåsbord! Meatballs, gravy, and mashed potatoes will be provided; please bring a veggie, side dish, or 
dessert to share. You can bring your potluck items to the kitchen prior to 10:30 worship. Help with table 
setting and clean up are essential. Thanks!
Lutheranism 101
Curious about our Lutheran tradition? Did the 500th anniversary of the Reformation get you thinking? 
Seeking a first-time look or a basic refresher? Pastor Jen offers a Lutheranism 101 class in January and early 
February. We’ll meet four times for one hour each, basing our conversation on the four chapters of Dan 
Erlander’s book, Baptized We Live. This book invites us to go deep into the core of our life of faith. Contact 
Pastor Jen if you’d like to participate and we’ll schedule around those most interested.
Get to Know Our New Members
On Reformation Day we welcomed 23 new members into this community of faith. Check out the bulletin 
board in the north hallway (near the staff offices) with photos and information about them. 
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Hope in the World: 35 Years of Loaves and Fishes

This ministry has always had significant volunteer requirements, from a coordinator for each 
congregation, to an afternoon crew to do food preparation, to an evening crew to serve and clean up. 
Recently Grace has announced its intention to discontinue its involvement due to a dwindling (and 
aging) supply of volunteers. Hope has been facing the same issues and, with Grace’s exit, has decided 
to “hang up our aprons” as well. 

Hope has had a remarkable three and one-half decades season of service. In particular our 
gratitude goes out to Tim Abrahamson who served as Hope’s coordinator for many, many years and to 
Karen Westwood who has coordinated Hope’s efforts over the last three years. Thanks also to the 
numerous individuals from Hope who have donated their time and helping hands to see that people in 
need are not without the basic requirement of good food. An event to celebrate the contribution of all 
present and past volunteers in this ministry is being planned for January. Watch for more details to 
come. 

Bruce Eldevik
Hope in the World

December will mark the conclusion of thirty-five years of Hope’s participation 
in Loaves & Fishes, an anti-hunger ministry in the seven-county metro area. For 
most of this time Hope has partnered with Grace University Lutheran Church to 
prepare and serve a nutritious evening meal on the last Wednesday of the month. 

Ranheim Recital
Longtime Hope member Judy Ranheim and son Bjorn will present a recital on 
Thursday January 4, 2018, at 7 p.m. in Mairs Concert Hall of the Janet Wallace 
Fine Arts Theater at Macalester College in St. Paul. The recital is free and open to 
the public, and will feature works by William Beckstrand, Ludvig von Beethoven, 
Phillippe Gaubert, and Edvard Grieg. Musicians are Judy Ranheim, flute; Bjorn 
Ranheim, cello; and Sonja Thompson, piano.
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President’s Report

At its November meeting, your Vision & Governance Board heard updates about the proposed bread 
oven, Advent worship, and the pending capital campaign. We also set some priorities for the funds we 
raise during the campaign, which is scheduled to begin in February.

You may have heard that the bread oven – the term is misleading, because the oven will also bake 
pizza, cinnamon rolls, and practically anything else – failed to meet city requirements on the site we had 
talked about, roughly between the patio and Thorpe Chapel. Planners have now turned their eyes toward a 
spot in the parking lot, approximately where the HourCar has been stationed.

Design work remains to be done, and decisions will have to be made concerning kitchen space and 
other details. But the team planning the oven remains enthusiastic and hopes to break ground this spring.

The board also remains enthusiastic about the oven, and voted to provide funds to support it from the 
proceeds of the capital campaign. As always, the chief aim of the campaign will be to meet our mortgage 
payments and pay the costs of running the campaign itself. Our next priority will be to replace the 
discolored panels that protect our stained glass windows on the south side of the sanctuary. Other goals 
we’ve decided to support include improvements and safety upgrades for the organ; a children’s play area 
in the courtyard; and a big bite out of our outstanding mortgage debt. More details on the campaign and 
the causes it will support will be coming soon.

Best wishes to you as we enter the holiday season, and God’s peace to you and yours.
Eric Ringham

Congregational President

Have you noticed that the parking lot is full for the second service many Sundays? Have you struggled 
to find legal parking spots on the nearby (or maybe not so nearby) streets?  You are not alone. It’s a nice 
problem to have. 

With snow coming, this may remain a concern for some time.  Please plan ahead and come early when 
possible. If it’s feasible for you, consider public transport options or sharing rides with others. Also, give 
some thought ahead of time to alternative parking options – which streets are more available on Sundays, 
public lots, etc. Gayle Bidne in our office can point out a few unmarked but legal and safe parking stalls 
that we can use at busy times—ask her about these for ideas. And, thank you, for your patience and 
perseverance! Indeed, it is good to worship God together.  

Shortage of Parking Spaces – a Nice Problem to Have
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♬♫♪ Fa la la la la la la la lahh ! Christmas Caroling
Plan now to “Strike the harp and join the chorus” of University Lutheran Church of Hope carolers 

after 10:30 a.m. worship on Sunday December 3. We’ll meet in the fellowship hall for a quick lunch, 
then buddy up in small groups to sing carols as we visit some of our dear homebound members. Sign up 
at the welcome center so we can plan for lunch and how many people we can visit. No special vocal 
training required. Song sheets provided. All ages welcome! 

Care and Nurture Ministry

She remembers learning to drive on the farm at an early age, and working with her father, making hay 
stacks and milking as many as eight cows. After graduating from high school she landed her first job in 
the high school library at Keewatin. She also worked at Sears in Minneapolis for more than 20 years, 
tracking the employee timecards. She remembers a wonderful boss at Sears who had confidence in her 
ability to learn how to use the computer (ca.1938). She married Howard (Bill) Swain and moved to 
Southeast Minneapolis, where Bill drove a truck for his father’s coal and wood business. Astrid and Bill 
enjoyed traveling all over the US, and visited cousins in Sweden twice. Summer and winter, Osty walked 
all of one block to worship at University Lutheran Church of Hope. She participated in Eunice Circle, 
Bible studies, and classes, and volunteered at the rummage sales and fellowship meals. Osty lives at 
Augustana Senior Residence, and she very much enjoys visits and conversations with family and friends. 

Let’s Get Acquainted
Her friends call her “Osty.” Astrid Lindberg Swain was born near a seaport on 

the west coast of Sweden, not far from Gothenburg. Her father came to America 
when she was a baby. Astrid was about 10 years old when her father sent money 
for her mother and siblings to join him in the states. Two more siblings were born 
in the US, and all of them worked on the family farm near Keewatin, just west of 
Hibbing, MN. 

Hope Diamonds Seniors’ Christmas Celebration December 20
All are welcome to enjoy a delicious Christmas holiday meal on Wednesday December 20 at noon,   

catered by Luther Seminary. Jonathon Nye and his accordion will lead the Christmas Caroling after 
dinner. To reserve your place, call 612-331-5988, sign up at the welcome center, or email 
barbaraj@ulch.org.

Pastor Barbara Johnson
Care and Nurture Ministry

Sanctuary Prayer Vigil: December 3rd 7pm @First Congregational Church UCC
The University Area Sanctuary Coalition is made up of eight congregations located near the University 
of MN who are working together to protect and advocate for our immigrant neighbors. This work is 
grounded in a monthly prayer vigil where our communities gather to pray, to sing, and to inspire our 
action. This month First Congregational Church UCC is hosting the vigil at 7pm. Invite your friends, 
and join us for this important time together. Questions? Contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org
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Deadline for submitting articles
is the 15th of every month, for the
following month’s issue.

Copies of the current issue of The
Visitor, as well as back issues, are
at www.ulch.org/VisitorArchive.asp
or by contacting the church office.

NON-PROFIT
ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Twin Cities, Minnesota

Permit No. 944


