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Holden Evening Prayer Around the World
on February 7 at Hope
What is Holden Evening Prayer?
Written in 1985-86 by Marty Haugen during a musical residency at Holden Village, Holden
Evening Prayer is a simple Lutheran vespers service that follows traditional form while using
contemporary and inclusive language. Since then, the service has been adopted around the world
and continues to be used weekly at Holden Village where it is lovingly known as Vespers '86.

What is Holden Evening Prayer Around the World?
Once a year Holden invites Villagers across the globe to come together through participation
in the Holden Evening Prayer. Together, we seek to support and draw strength from one another,
reaffirming our values as people who have been called, equipped, and sent, and supporting each
other’s work in environmental stewardship and justice for all people.
On February 7, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in our sanctuary, Hope will pray this liturgy along with
many other worshipping communities around the world. Join us for this fun and spiritual way to
connect with the greater church.
Zach Busch
Minister of Worship and Music

Treasurer’s Report
12/31/17
YTD Actuals

12/31/17
YTD Budget

12/31/17
YTD Variance

Total income

$445,333
$150,913
$596,246

$448,700
$139,315
$588,015

($3,367)
$11,598
$8,231

Total Expenses

$600,837

$606,015

($5,178)

General Giving
Rental Income

Net Cash Activity

($4,591)
($18,000)
$13,409
Thank You!
• Thank you, Hope members, for your contributions and for finishing 2017 strong.
• Thank you, PEASE Academy, for your faith in our congregation and our building,
shown by continuing your relationship with us so you can continue your good work.
• Thank you, volunteers and staff, for all you do to keep our ministry moving forward
and our building a safe place for all.
When I created the 2017 budget I expected our net cash activity to finish at a negative value. As the
year went by, I worried that the negative value would be even more than I had expected. But thanks to all
of us – Hope members and friends, PEASE Academy, and the ministry liaisons who figured out how to do
all they were asked to do while staying within the budget – we finished better than I expected. So, thank
you again.
As I look ahead to 2018 (the 2018 budget will be presented at the Sunday Forum on February 4 and at
the annual meeting on February 11) I feel good about our resources and what we want to accomplish. My
hope is that our congregation will continue to realize that all our gifts – monetary as well as time and
talents – are needed in our work. If you have any questions please contact me at treasurer@ulch.org
Ruth Hedman, Treasurer

Friendly Visitor Flower Project Starts Mid-February
With the Lenten season approaching, collections from those who would like to contribute a
flower memorial for Easter Sunday will start Sunday February 18, 2018. This annual Friendly
Visitor Easter Flower Project provides an opportunity to donate money in memory of or in
honor of a family member or friend. The honorees’ names will be included in the Easter
bulletin, and the money is used to buy an Easter plant that will decorate the sanctuary on Easter
morning.
Following the 10:30 a.m. Easter worship service, flowers will be delivered by congregational members
to those who are homebound, ill, or who have lost a family member. To participate, fill out the form made
available in the Sunday bulletins, and include a check written to University Lutheran Church of Hope
with Easter Flower Fund on the memo line. Place the forms and checks in the offering plate, or mail to
Friendly Visitor Project, University Lutheran Church of Hope, 601 13th Ave. SE, Minneapolis, MN 554141437, attention Rosalie Eldevik or Karen Jorstad. March 25 is the deadline for contributing to this project.

Stepping On (Falls Prevention Workshop) Coming to Hope
Cheryl Lanigan, RN, Faith Community Nurse at Grace University Lutheran Church, and Becky Afzali,
Administrative Manager and Volunteer Coordinator for the Faith Community Nurse Network of the Greater
Twin Cities, are offering a falls prevention workshop called Stepping On, at University Lutheran Church of
Hope, for seven sessions on Tuesday mornings starting March 6.
We are recruiting participants from both Grace and Hope congregations. For more information, email
nurse@graceattheu.org
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Revealing Hope
I’ve written this article in my head more than a dozen times. Something
Epiphany-ish, leading us into Lent (Ash Wednesday curiously falls on
Valentine’s Day this year). Something pertaining to our Revealing Hope
capital appeal (commitment Sunday is February 11). Something about
lightness and darkness and the complicated, problematic way these words
have often been racialized in our language and our theology (I’m thinking
about one of my favorites, John 1:5). We’ll get to all of this in due time, in
another article, or perhaps a sermon, I promise.
Instead, I’m remembering conversations with so many of you over these last weeks: These are heavy
times for our nation and our world. Health concerns and grief weigh on our hearts. We’re living with
depression and anxiety and mental health struggles that are all too real. All this, and someone recently
reflected on their depth of gratitude even in the midst of a crisis, saying, “It’s hard to take it all in and
embrace it all.” Someone else repeated the mantra, “You are enough. I am enough.”
So when plenty of ideas pull at me, when I’d love to fix this broken, banged-up world, I’m choosing
today to do the utterly counter-cultural, and to write about grace. Why? Because sometimes we need to
hear it again: You are enough. I am enough.
Let me back up. It started this morning with rushing too quickly and a big, nearly full tub of
homemade yogurt landing on the kitchen floor. There were the missing socks, hair to do, the extra trips to
the bathroom, the home-packed lunch we hadn’t anticipated. There was the snow and the traffic and more
traffic. Perhaps some of this is sounding familiar, no?
And then I breathed deeply again, and let it happen. When I’m tempted to want to do it all, and on
time. When the needs of this big world are just so much, too much. When our hearts are breaking, again.
Our God meets us, again, “You are my child, my beloved, with you I am well pleased.” “You are
enough.” Really, you are enough. Period. You are enough. No conditions. Start there, at enough. And let
the day unfold before you.
Maybe that’s the hope that God is revealing: a community of faithful ones so committed to being part
of the healing, that we recognize first, You are enough. Oh, that’s hard, for sometimes I’d like some
conditions: “You are enough, if…” But that’s not how it works. You are enough. Period. First, you are
enough. The healing, the hope, the revealing, these will all come, they will, often through us. But they
come best, most honestly, most truly, when they come from our deep and abiding trust in our “enoughness”. So, that’s the promise I need today. And I’m willing to take a chance that you may, too. You are
enough. I am enough. Thanks be to God.
Pastor Jen

Sunday Morning Opener and Closer
Did you know that Ben Hartmann serves on the University Lutheran Church of Hope staff as our Sunday
Morning Opener and Closer? Nearly every Sunday he comes around 7:30 a.m., opens the doors, turns on
the lights, fills up the baptismal font, sets up for Sunday Forum, and sometimes even makes the first pots
of coffee. At the end of the morning, around 12 or 12:30 p.m., he makes sure the building is secure once
again. There is plenty of hospitality in the midst of his work, a share of security, and sometimes some
light clean up. Ben anticipates a move this summer as he continues graduate school. In that spirit we seek
someone else to serve in this role. Ben will be a great trainer for the next person and would also be open
to splitting the position beginning in late spring. This role is paid. If you or someone you know is
interested in learning more, talk with Pastor Jen.
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FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Faith Formation for All Ages

Children’s Ministry

All children from ages 3 through 5th grade are invited to participate in Children’s Faith
Formation on Sunday Mornings. We gather initially for First 15, a time of singing, prayer, and
sometimes yoga, and then gather in classrooms for Bible stories, art, and treats! On February
11th K-5th grade students will gather to learn music and play Orff instruments with Rosalie
Eldevik. If you have any questions, or would like to help with Children’s Faith Formation,
please contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org

Youth Group

The Youth Group meets every Sunday morning at 9:15 in the Youth Room for a time of
games, scripture, and prayer. On the second Sunday of every month we will explore some of
the themes and focus texts of the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering. Hope to see you there!
Questions? Contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org.

High School Lock-In February 24
Pizza. Games. Adventure. You can experience all the above when you join us for the University
Lutheran Church of Hope’s High School Lock-In on February 24. If you are in grades 8-12, you are invited
to spend the night at church for fun and fellowship…and pizza. Invite your friends! There are permission
slips at the welcome center that must be turned in by February 11. Questions? Contact Nick Tangen at
nickt@ulch.org. See you there!

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering
In June, a group of twelve will attend the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX. This is a great
opportunity for high school students to meet other Lutherans from around the country, to explore faith and
community, and to work serving the community.
We need your help to make this trip possible! We need to raise $6,000 by May of 2018 to cover travel,
food, and hotel expenses. You may donate online to the Youth Fund, or write a check with “Youth
Gathering” in the memo line. The group will also be hosting events in the Spring to raise funds and to share
our excitement for this upcoming adventure! Thank you for supporting the youth of this congregation, and
for making this trip happen! Questions? Contact Nick Tangen nickt@ulch.org

Centering Prayer Fridays at 1 p.m.
Centering Prayer is a silent method of prayer that prepares our faculties for the gift of
contemplation. As a surrender method of meditation, Centering Prayer helps us to practice
letting go of our attachment to thoughts, and to narratives that dull our awareness of God’s
presence and activity in our lives. Join us on Fridays at 1p.m. for a short reading and 20 minutes
of holy rest. Questions? Contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org

Camp Amnicon in June
How would you like to explore the Apostle Islands in a voyageur canoe? A group from University
Lutheran Church of Hope will head north for six days beginning June 17 for a week of wilderness fun and
spiritual community. You must be over the age of 14 to attend. If you would like more information about
this trip, please contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org
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Sunday Forums
(9:30-10:20 a.m. in Heritage Hall, below the Sanctuary)
February 4: Budgeting for our Ministry. Ruth Hedman, our congregation’s treasurer, will
present the budget on which we will vote at the February 11 annual meeting of the congregation.
This conversation will be an opportunity to ask questions and hear more about the considerations
that go into our budget. Plan your route to church in advance as this is Super Bowl Sunday!
February 11: Internment of Japanese-American Citizens During WWII
During World War II many Japanese-American people were rounded up and
interned in camps. How do we understand this period in our history and what, if
anything, has really changed? Ben Hartmann, whose grandmother was of Japanese
descent, will present some of his knowledge and thoughts on this timely topic.
February 18 and 25: Living our Racial Justice Statement
At our annual meeting on February 11 we will considere the statement developed by We profess
a team of University Lutheran Church of Hope members around how we commit
that all people
ourselves collectively to racial justice within the congregation and in our larger
communities. Jaddie Edwards, Congregational Organizer for Racial Justice with the are beloved of
God.
Minneapolis Area Synod, will join us for two Sunday mornings to explore our
passions and consider possibilities for putting this statement into action.

Awakening the Sage Within Rescheduled to February
On Saturday February 17 and February 24, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Karen West, Certified Sage-ing
Leader (CSL), and Rev. Brian McCaffrey, CSL intern, will present a program based on the groundbreaking
work of Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, author of From Age-ing to Sageing: A Profound New Vision of
Growing Older. Sage-ing (also known as Spiritual Eldering or Conscious Aging) is a model for engaging the
second half of life more deliberately, more joyfully, and more compassionately. Sage-ing can help us
develop a balanced plan for eldering that is personally fulfilling and also beneficial to others. During this
interactive workshop we will introduce Sage-ing concepts including life review, forgiveness work, and
issues surrounding our mortality; explore feelings about aging and the role of spiritual development in the
capstone chapter of life; and begin development of a personalized plan for our own eldering.
A donation of $10 will help to defray cost of materials. Space is limited; participants are expected to
attend both sessions. Sign up at the welcome center or contact Brian McCaffrey at
brianmccaffr@gmail.com 651-440-9925 or Pastor Barbara Johnson at barbaraj@ulch.org 612-331-5988.

From the Library
One of the treasures of the Hope Church library is a facsimile edition of Martin Luther’s 1534 Bible, a
recent gift from member Lynette Lamb. This edition presents the earliest printing of Luther’s translation of
the complete Bible, Old and New Testaments plus the Apocrypha. Accompanying this 2-volume Bible is a
new (2016) “cultural-historical introduction” by Stephan Füssel, discussing historical, technological,
philological, and theological matters in concise and interesting terms. No sooner had Johannes Gutenberg
invented the printing press ca. 1450, than new versions of the Bible began to appear. There were some 18
German translations before Luther produced his. “The absolute pinnacle is Luther’s extraordinary
translation dating from the early 16th century [1521]. It is still appreciated today for its innovative,
theologically bold and vivid language,” says Füssel. This 1534 Bible boasts 117 beautiful illustrations,
mostly colored woodcuts, which interpret biblical images through a late medieval lens. Special emphasis
is given to Genesis and Revelations. Each illustration is carefully annotated in Füssel’s “handbook”. Short
articles on Luther as reformer and as translator are also helpful.
John Setterlund
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Faith in Community Activities
Mini-Market at University Lutheran Church of Hope
University Lutheran Church of Hope’s Neighborhood & Campus Team has been exploring the possibility
of hosting a mini-market on site, in order to provide fresh, affordable produce to our Dinkytown neighbors.
Dinkytown lacks a true grocery store, and access to fresh food is limited. A mini-market is a farmer’s market
with five or fewer vendors, and is specifically meant to address food insecurity in a community. The
Neighborhood & Campus Team, with the blessing of the Vision & Governance Board, is pushing ahead and
hopes to have a mini-market up and running beginning in the summer of 2018. If you would like more
information, or would like to help make this ministry happen, please contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org
ISAIAH Faith Delegates and Training
Did you participate in one of the ISAIAH house meetings in December? Or, are you interested in putting
forward a Faith Agenda at the caucuses in February? ISAIAH is working to organize 4,000 faith delegates to
caucus, to bring resolutions forward, and to attend the District and State Conventions. This is our chance to
put forward an agenda that we can believe in, and to demand that candidates for Governor and Congress hear
our voices. Please consider becoming a Faith Delegate. If you have never been to a caucus, or if you would
like to hear more about the Faith Agenda that ISAIAH has been crafting in collaboration with communities
of faith, please contact Nick Tangen at nickt@ulch.org.
Racial Justice and Community Engagement Retreat
Are you interested in the work of Racial and Immigration Justice? On March 4 after worship, join us for
a Racial Justice and Community Engagement Retreat to discuss this work and to plan University Lutheran
Church of Hope’s course of action for the next year. We will spend some time grounding our work in our
faith, exploring and applying resources provided by MARCH (Multifaith Anti-Racism Change & Healing),
and visioning for the future. We’ll meet at First Congregational Church UCC at noon, and wrap up the
retreat by 3 p.m. Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to Nick Tangen or Karen Westwood by February 25.

Hope in the World: Racial Justice Mission Statement
At the annual meeting on February 11, the Racial Justice Team will present a proposal to be adopted as
our congregation’s mission statement concerning racial justice. The statement reads as follows:
We profess that all people are beloved of God and are called to be a blessing to one another. We
reject as contrary to God’s will the racism that erodes our shared humanity - including unjust laws,
unfair practices, hostile acts, implicit bias, white supremacy, and fear of people of other ethnicities,
cultures, or religions. We actively seek to stand together with people of all ethnicities, cultures and
religions to promote the joy of fellowship and the dignity of equal opportunity.
Plans are also in place to spend time at the meeting discussing how this mission statement on racial
justice would impact Hope. In what ways does Hope already live into racial justice? What more can and
should we do? We hope you will plan to be part of the conversation.
Bruce Eldevik,
Hope in the World

Hope Book Club
On February 11 at 7 p.m. in the Hope library, the Hope Book Club will discuss The Power
and the Glory, by Graham Greene. The title is an allusion to the doxology recited at the end of
the Lord's Prayer: “For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.”
“The book’s hero is an unnamed priest on the run from Mexican authorities after a state governor has
ordered the military to dismantle all vestiges of the religion.” The Atlantic Monthly.
Contact Sonja Peterson with book suggestions or questions at (612)789-0397 or speterson@dunnwald.com
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Congregational Life
Dates to Keep in Mind:
February 7: Holden Evening Prayer Around the World
February 10: Facilities Work Day
February 11: Annual meeting; Receive capital appeal pledges; Fellowship meal
February 14: Ash Wednesday
February 17-19: Mt. Carmel winter retreat
February 17 & 24: Awakening the Sage Within
February 21 & 28: Midweek Lenten Worship
February 24: High school lock-in
March 7, 14, & 21: Midweek Lenten Worship
March 11-18: Host Families Moving Forward
Life Events at Hope
We’re a community of faith, called to hold one another in prayer. These winter months can be especially
painful and lonely for some. Here are a few of the life events affecting our community. We need your help
to know for what we can pray. Please alert a pastor or contact the church office.
Welcoming children: We pray for those in our congregation who are awaiting children and holding hope
in joyful and painful times.
Deaths: We hold in our prayers in these days all who grieve, especially the family and friends of longtime
Hope member Dick Koernig, who died January 10; Scott Hvizdos and family at the death of Scott's
grandmother Peg Sternburgh; Tim and Muffi Abrahamson and family at the death of Tim’s mother Hirrel;
Donna Neste and family at the death of her brother Tom Pususta; the family of Mike Kneer’s cousin,
Chriss Schwiderski, at Chriss’ recent death; and the family and friends Desean Dagg, who was killed in a
shooting in early January in our neighborhood.
Significant Illness: We pray for all living with illness, recovery, uncertain diagnosis, chemical
dependency and other addictions, and mental health struggles, especially Micah Anderson, Janet
Carpenter, Hannah Kiresuk, George Wagner, Madeline Teske, Alexander Otey-Wold, and Chuck Lewis.
Separation, Divorce, Retirement, Moves, Graduations, and New Beginnings: We hold one another in
prayer. God is with us through it all.
February Fellowship Meal
The Fellowship Meal February 11 coincides with the annual meeting after the 10:30 a.m. service. Please
plan to join us and be nourished for our conversation and life together. Grad and undergrad students are our
guests and eat free. Help with set up and clean-up is always needed.
Annual Meeting on February 11
We will gather for our annual congregational meeting on Sunday February 11 at noon in Fellowship Hall.
Our time begins with a Fellowship Meal. We’ll review the 2017 financials, approve new congregational
leaders, acclaim our Racial Justice Statement, approve a budget for 2018, and give thanks for the ministry
and leadership of so many. This is our chance to be church together, and your participation is essential. Child
care will be available. Annual report packets will be available February 4; on that day Ruth Hedman, our
congregational treasurer, will present the Sunday Forum to talk about finances.
Revealing Hope Capital Appeal
We are in the midst of our Revealing Hope Capital Appeal. Please watch for an early February mailing
that will include more information and a pledge form. In January many received a colorful brochure
detailing plans for the campaign as well as information about giving and a devotional that helps us prepare
our hearts and minds for this new venture. On February 11 at both services we will receive and bless capital
appeal pledges. Thank you in advance for prayerfully and faithfully considering this opportunity to
strengthen our ministry for the years to come.
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Worship and Music at Hope: Lenten Worship and
A Call to Prayer

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 14. This season we will embrace the theme "Mystic
Mercy”. Mysticism traditionally uses contemplation and self-surrender as a passage to communion with
God. Elements of mysticism exist already in our weekly worship around confession, baptism, and the
eucharist. We will go deeper into Christian mysticism, and look to the work of mystics to help us on this
Lenten journey. We will lean into the word mercy as an alternative to “Alleluia” this season. Hope Choir
will sing settings of Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy) in worship. As a community we will dip into
different contemplative practices (Lectio divina, Centering Prayer, labyrinth walking) that involve the
whole self - body, mind, and spirit. We will go on an outing to the Sculpture Garden to embrace art as
mystical reflection. As a visible symbol of mystery and emerging joy, we will plant seeds and grow them
in our sanctuary to be a symbol of embracing mystery in anticipation and joy. Here is our Lenten
schedule: Ash Wednesday (February 14): Worship at Noon and 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Midweek Worship (Feb. 21, 28, Mar. 7, 14, 21): Worship at Noon (lunch
following). Evening worship at 7:00 p.m.
Holy Week is the final week of March. We celebrate the festival of Easter on April 1.
On March 3 and 4, the National Lutheran Choir will present Call to Prayer, an evening of song from
Christian, Jewish, and Islamic sacred prayer traditions. With performances from a variety of guest artists
(the Augsburg Choir, Zafer Tawil, Joshua Fishbein, and Hazzan Joanna Dulkin), this innovative program
opens a door to further explore and experience the music of prayer in three modern religions. The concert
will feature Allahu Echad: God is One, a new commission by Maryland composer Joshua Fishbein.
The concert on Saturday March 3 is at 7:30 p.m. at Hoversten Chapel, Augsburg University. The concert
on Sunday March 4 is at 4 p.m. at Adath Jeshurun Congregation in Minnetonka. For more information
about the National Lutheran Choir and Call to Prayer, and to order tickets, visit NLCA.com The National
Lutheran Choir, under the direction of Dr. David Cherwien, seeks to strengthen, renew and preserve the
heritage of sacred choral music through the highest standards of performance and literature.
Zach Busch, Minister of Worship and Music

Amnicon Calling
What is your child doing this summer?
Of all the wonderful experiences University Lutheran Church of Hope has offered
my two sons, none have been more powerful than the annual summer adventures at
Camp Amnicon. You have all heard the testimonies from the pulpit, as year after year
confirmands speak of Amnicon’s inspiration in their faith statements.
Believe it or not, for many of these children, Amnicon adventures started the summer after 4th grade!
Lukas and Alex started then and kept going, even after high school graduation.
ULCH would like to start a new crew this year! We have a tradition of inviting friends, and teaming up
with youth from fellow churches, so the ideal number of 10 campers is well within our reach.
Though located near Lake Superior’s southern shore in Wisconsin, Camp Amnicon itself does not house
youth for week-long camps. Instead, after a night or two at Amnicon, youth head to watery locations to
begin 3-5 day canoeing adventures—a pleasant trip down the Namekogen, exciting whitewater on the
Brule, or a tour of the Apostle Islands in a voyageur canoe. The first-year trip, called Trailblazers, teaches
children the basics of canoeing and camping through age-appropriate challenges. A liberal Lutheran
tradition features daily conversations on spirituality and Christian thought.
In the upcoming days, we hope to reserve a week at Amnicon that fits the schedules of our Hope
families. A week your child will never forget.
Uli Koester
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President’s Report
At the Vision & Governance meeting on January 9, the board:
• Heard an update from Nick Tangen about the proposed mini-market. He reiterated some of the reasons
behind the market proposal – chiefly that Dinkytown is a neighborhood with few options for getting
good produce. Nick has agreed to serve as market manager for the start-up period. Possible partners
include University Baptist Church and the Marcy-Holmes Neighborhood Association. The cost appears
to be minimal. We’ll start with just two vendors, possibly expanding to five once we’re established. The
board voted to move ahead with the project, which we hope will get started this spring.
• Found out that thanks to realistic budget requests and responsible spending, we came to within a few
thousand dollars of budget in 2017. We would have been dead-on if not for the urgent need to replace
our server. Our proposed budget for 2018 assumes that all staff members receive a 3 percent increase
and that Zach Busch be moved from seven-eighths time to full time. Our treasurer, Ruth Hedman, will
present the budget to the congregation at the annual meeting in February.
• Discussed ways that we might increase the transparency of the board’s activities. We decided that the
president should take on the responsibility of writing a report on the board’s activities for each month’s
Visitor (and in fact, you are reading that report at this very moment).
• Talked about the upcoming capital campaign and the annual meeting on February 11. One highlight of
that meeting will be a discussion of the Racial Justice Mission Statement of the congregation.
• Thanked those about to rotate off the board for their service: John Rydeen (Past President), Leena
Rapacz (Youth and Young Adults), Kirsten Mebust (Education and Faith Formation) and Ruth Hedman
(Treasurer).
Eric Ringham
Congregational President

Holy Land Pilgrimage
In March 2018 a group of 18 pilgrims, many of whom are members of Hope, will visit the lands of
Jordan, Israel, and Palestine (West Bank). Beginning March 13 in Jordan, we will visit the spectacular ruins
of 1st century Petra; later, Mt. Nebo, from where Moses viewed the Promised Land before his death, and
the site where John was baptizing. For six nights we will stay at the Lutheran guesthouse in Beit Jala, a
suburb of Bethlehem.
From there, we will make a day trip to the Sea of Galilee, the area where Jesus did most of his ministry.
Other visits are to Masada, the Dead Sea, and Qumran, where the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in
1947. The place of Jesus’ birth, the nearby shepherds’ field, and King Herod’s grave are planned stops.
Jerusalem is the religious center of activity for Christians as well as Muslims and Jews, and there is
much to see. We will stay in a Catholic guesthouse there for four nights, giving us time at many of the
ancient and modern highlights—the Mount of Olives, the Temple Mount, the Israel Museum, and the
Holocaust Memorial, to mention a few. Day trips to Nazareth, Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast, and
the headquarters of Palestine at Ramallah will introduce us to the various sides of political divisions.
Through all this, we want to meet local people, especially the Christian community, who are less than
5% of the population, and to experience their everyday culture. On March 25, we can join the huge Palm
Sunday procession and, with thousands of pilgrims from around the world, walk, wave our palm branches,
and sing “Hosanna!” The next day we will return to Jordan for our last night, and fly back on Tuesday, in
time for Easter weekend worship at home.
John Setterlund
Tour Host
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Care and Nurture Ministry
Let’s Get Acquainted
Verle Rhoades has a thing about hearts, so February seems a perfect month in which we
get better acquainted with her. You will often see her wearing one of several heart-shaped
pins she has collected over the years. If you’re lucky enough to chat with her, she might
delight you with her very own love story. You may also discover that she is a person who
holds in her heart a deep love for God and her church. She is boldly faithful and reflective
on how God has called her to serve throughout her life
Verle grew up in rural Ramsey County, also known as Lauderdale. Since there were no
churches nearby, her parents joined University Lutheran Church of Hope 90 years ago when
she was seven years old. Verle clearly remembers one day in the 11th grade at Marshall High
School when the home room assignments were switched around. It changed her life
completely, she says, when she was introduced to Chet Rhoades, the boy sitting across the
aisle in her new home room. Verle and Chet were married five years later. Two weeks after
their wedding, Chet was sent to Germany where he served in the Army during WWII as a
lithographer.
Verle graduated from the University of Minnesota with a major in health education and a minor in
biology. While Chet was overseas, she taught in Granite Falls, MN. After being diagnosed with Multiple
Sclerosis, she moved to Rochester, MN for treatments. After the war ended, Verle and Chet adopted their
two children, Penny and Peter. Once the children were older, she returned to teaching part-time. She
taught health science and biology for many years until she was drawn to shift her teaching to Special
Education. She felt an affinity with kids in wheelchairs, and she admired their ability to adapt and thrive
under extremely difficult circumstances.
Verle has served in many leadership roles in the church. She sang in the choir, taught Sunday School,
and served on committees in nearly all of the ministry areas at Hope. Some of her peers remember that in
1966, Verle and other women of the University Lutheran Church of Hope organized an annual rummage
sale at Hope that raised significant funding for ministry for 40 years. She remains grateful today that Rev.
Preus invited her and two others to help start a new Friendly Visitor ministry, recognizing that as a person
gets older it can be a very lonely time in life. Friendly Visitors reach out to older homebound members
and those in residential care facilities.
These days, Verle looks forward to visits and outings with friends and family, including her two
grandsons and one great grandchild. She holds a special place in her heart for those who visit from her
church. When she receives a poinsettia or cookies or a plant at Easter, she is so happy to know that
University Lutheran Church of Hope has dedicated funding and staff to continue the Friendly Visitor
ministry. Verle has high hopes for her beloved University Lutheran Church of Hope. She prays that
somehow, the gospel message of God’s love and grace can continue to reach U of M students and other
young persons, and will continue for many more years to come.
Pastor Barbara Johnson
Ministry of Care and Nurture
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Staff
Pastors:
Rev. Jen Nagel
Rev. Barbara Johnson
Minister of Worship & Music:
Zach Busch
Minister of Faith in Community:
Nicholas Tangen
Business Manager: Gayle Bidne
Custodian:
Geremew Beshah – weekdays
Ben Hartmann – Sunday
opening/closing
Child Care: Julia Gerloff
Working in partnership with
Lutheran Campus Ministry:
Rev. Kate Reuer Welton

Vision & Governance Board

The Visitor

Officers:
President: Eric Ringham
Vice President: John Lauber
Past President: John Rydeen
Treasurer: Ruth Hedman
Ministry Areas:
Worship & Music: Lisa Morse
Youth & Young Adults:
Leena Haugland Rapacz
Education: Kirsten Mebust
Hope in the World: Bruce Eldevik
Relational Ministries: John Beane
Operations:
Ruth Hedman
John Rydeen
Leadership Development
& Communications:
Eric Ringham
John Lauber
Board Secretary: Ann Agrimson

The Visitor is published monthly
by University Lutheran Church of
Hope, 601 13th Ave. SE,
Minneapolis, MN 55414-1437.
Articles for The Visitor may be
submitted via e-mail or directly to
the church office. They must be
signed. Electronic submissions in
either Microsoft® Word or plain text
format are strongly preferred.
Articles may be edited for length.
Contributors are responsible for
clearly identifying any material that
is from published sources and for
obtaining appropriate permission(s)
to republish. Send submissions and
correspondence
to visitor@ulch.org.
Deadline for submitting articles
is the 15th of every month, for the
following month’s issue.
Copies of the current issue of The
Visitor, as well as back issues, are
at www.ulch.org/VisitorArchive.asp
or by contacting the church office.
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