
 

 

   

  The Visitor 
June 2021 

No. 17-06 

Clockwise from Top Left:  Creating and then planting the new Garden of Eatin’ near the bread oven; 
hiking and fellowshipping at Murphy Hanrehan Park Reserve in early May; and a group photo that 
includes many of the hikers (2 legged and four legged); the Gloria Circle (Jeanne, Donna, Marge, Leona, 
Arloene, and Carmen) gathered together following the funeral service for Donna’s beloved husband, Jack 
Parry—this circle has been existed since the 1950s when it began as a Mothers Circle and they have 
supported one another throughout life’s years; a baptism for Alex and children Bennett and Wesley; and 
(center) the Pentecost service outdoors on May 23.  



 

 

Every Round Goes Higher  
This gorgeous piece, Every Round Goes Higher by Larry Poncho Brown, is displayed in Hope’s main hallway. 
Brown paints a jubilant celebration inspired by the African American spiritual partially based on Jacob’s dream 
of a stairway in the sky connecting heaven and earth: “We are climbing Jacob’s ladder… Every round goes higher, 
higher… Sinner do you love my Jesus... If you love him why not serve him...” 

 

We see an elegant group of Black worshippers singing, dancing, and praising Jesus. In mid-motion extension, 
each member holds their hands open, uplifted toward the heavens envisioned in Jacob’s dream. Their faces are 
pictured in profile with their eyes fixed upward, their heads collectively forming a wide arrow pointing toward 
the sky. Interestingly, we do not see the dancers’ feet, an artistic choice that both roots the figures in the image’s 
framework and magnifies their heavenward focus.  

 

The figures are dressed 
in their Sunday best, 
printed with blooming 
florals, lively pinstripes, 
and variegated hues. 
The activated layers of 
surrounding space echo 
the dancers’ energized 
motion and generate a 
warm, ombre effect. The 
lower ground is 
weighted in earthy reds, 
oranges, and ochers, 
while the rising 
atmosphere lightens to 
pinks and golden 
yellows. The 
combination creates an 
exhilarating explosion of 
color, texture, pattern, 
and rhythm.  

 

Looking closer, we see golden outlines tracing the perimeter of each of the five figures. Take a moment to follow 
this intricate outlining, noticing how the figures overlap and interconnect, almost like a 3D puzzle. At first, this 
seems to be a stylistic choice. But stepping deeper into the idea, we notice that this layered outlining does two 
things—it defines each person as a unique individual while literally drawing them together into a singular, 
cohesive whole.  
 

This weaving together is reinforced in the piece’s title, a call and response line from an African American song-
form that, amid centuries of enslavement, arose as an act of resistance and hope. With this network of golden 
outlines, Brown constructs a profound parallel between the individual and collective African American 
experience, past and present, filled with immeasurable struggle and incredible resilience.  

 

This joyful congregation is bound together in their faith and utterly unfettered in praising and glorifying their 
Savior. As they embody their love for Jesus—the figurative ladder from heaven to earth—we can imagine their 
ascending voices being carried to heaven as every round goes higher, higher.  

Muffi Abrahamson, Arts & Environment 
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A Holy Experiment 
 

“Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your 
Spirit brings truth to the world. Send us this Spirit, 
transform us by your truth, and give us language to 
proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ. Amen”  

        -Prayer of the Day from Pentecost 
 
I’ve been musing over this phrase for the last month or 
so: Holy Experiment. The curious part of me is attracted 
to experimentation. What if we changed this or that 
variable? What happens then? How is the outcome 
affected? What about the process? And then talk of a 
Holy Experiment and there’s a lovely, Spirited, gracious 
freedom in the process of seeking and learning, making 
mistakes and trying again. The new routines and rhythms 
of this strange re-opening season at their best are part of 
a holy experiment. The challenges of finding our way in 
uncharted waters, yes, you guessed it, holy experiment. 
The work of the Holy Spirit, holy experiment, through 
and through. I can get cynical and weary with the best of 
them, but something about this frame work of holy 
experiment is helping me traverse challenging territory 
and extraordinary times. 
 
Holy experiment. I first heard the phrase from the folks 
at Luther Seminary as they described a new program for 
training pastors called MDivX. They write, “This fully 
funded program, known as ‘MDivX,’ is a holy experiment 
to help the church reimagine theological education in a 
time of tremendous change.” In mid-June we’ll welcome 
an MDivX intern named Emily Brown and we’ll join in this 
particular holy experiment. Emily will be with our 
congregation 15-20 hours a week for the next two years. 
From the very first weeks of her seminary learning, 
through the very last, we’ll have the chance to be Emily’s 
learning context. Alongside her classes, she’ll learn with 
us and we’ll learn with her.  
 
Holy Experiments are not new. Just look to the Biblical 
story and the powerful ways God calls, creates, redeems 
and empowers. And, yet, this particular time of racial 
reckoning and re-emerging from the pandemic makes for 
an intensity, an appropriateness, a real-ness in our holy 
experiments. Much is in flux and much is the same.  
 
This summer as we move into a time of hybrid worship, 
we’re experimenting with how we gather for worship. 
We’ll continue Zoom and YouTube options, but for many 
Sundays we’ll also have the option of worshipping 
outdoors on the west parking lot. On some Wednesday 
evenings there is also a smaller in-person Evening 

Vespers service in 
the sanctuary 
(please sign up in 
advance) for 
which we will 
offer Zoom and 
YouTube. Our 
Pentecost service 
outdoors and 
online was the 
first in this season 
of learning. The 
power and grace 
of physically being 
together were 
palpable. It’s all a 
holy experiment, 
and I trust the 
Holy Spirit is at the center. Masks, distance and care are 
taken, and smiles, tears, greetings and prayers abound. 
In that Pentecost service outdoors, we saw the church 
from a new angle, found new ways to make the space 
worshipful and meaningful, and welcomed friends new 
and old. And, God, who relishes a good experiment, 
shows up. 
 
One of you asked recently what support we need as we 
enter his new hybrid time: grace, patience, good humor, 
prayer, and lots of flexible volunteers! We’re learning 
lots about what works and what doesn’t and we so 
appreciate the agility of Hope in this holy experiment.  
 
I know that the messages from the Governor and CDC are 
confusing in this time. While many are fully vaccinated, 
there are still many who aren’t, including our children, 
youth and plenty of adults who for a variety of medical 
reasons can’t get vaccinated. It’s for the good of the 
whole that we’re continuing to use masks and keep 
distance. This is vital for those who don’t have the 
benefit of the vaccinations.  
 
When will we be back in the sanctuary? We’re aiming 
that by fall we will be back in some way. Our sanctuary is 
at a disadvantage with no air handling system like you’d 
find in newer buildings. This long, long wait is so very 
hard, and yet the Spirit is moving, I can feel her moving 
through this community and far beyond. In this season 
I’m giving thanks for holy experiments and praying for 
the courage to join in. May it be so.   

-Pastor Jen 
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Ordained for Word and Service 
  
        On Sunday June 6th, during our 10 a.m. Sunday service (outdoors/Zoom/YouTube), I will be ordained by our 
Bishop as a Minister of Word and Service - a Deacon - in the ELCA.  It’s a big milestone, but honestly my overall 
feeling is humility and gratitude. My call is to work with the Center for Leadership and Neighborhood 
Engagement (www.clne-mn.org), a non-profit founded by Pastor Kelly Chatman and sponsored by the 
Minneapolis Area Synod.  Among all the extraordinary events of 2020, God brought Pastor Kelly and me 
together and we hit it off. He saw a way for my gifts, experience, and education to be of service in the mission 
of CLNE. Our mission is to equip leaders in the church to grow in relationship with their neighborhoods. 
Practically speaking, I get to accompany people through learning experiences and programs that expand our 
view of “neighbor” and reveal God’s reconciling work across boundaries of race, geography, and whatever 
divides us. One powerful example of this work is the Healing Our City Virtual Prayer Tent I’ve been able to help 
lead (www.healingourcity.org). I’m grateful that somehow God is bringing together the threads of my life as a 
trainer, a leader, a musician, a techy, an aging disciple, and weaving me into God’s tapestry here in the church 
and community.  
        I’ll be ordained as a Minister of Word and Service, which is inspired by the story of Stephen in Acts 6-7. 
Stephen was ordained to serve food to the needy and ended up powerfully proclaiming the gospel. Like Stephen, 
I will do what needs to be done, whether it’s teaching or serving tables, convening meetings or hosting zoom 
sessions. Like Stephen, I will proclaim the Word - God’s good news in Christ – wherever the Spirit calls.  
        Calls are always nurtured in community. I want to thank my wife, Kit, for her support in my journey and our 
sons Asa and Jesse for their encouragement. Thanks to my former congregation, Rejoice Lutheran in Geneva 
Illinois, which was fertile ground for me to explore and discern. Finally, thank you to the people of ULCH who 
have given us a place where we feel welcome, loved, and a sense of belonging.   

Dan Bielenberg 
 

Celebrating Birthdays in June & July 
 

A card or a phone call goes a long way to help celebrate the birthdays of these beloved members and friends. 
Our Birthday list covers people who are 80 and older.  It also includes a few others who may be caregivers, or 
homebound, or in assisted living or a care center.  They all appreciate hearing from their faith community 
friends. Check our latest ULCH directory for their addresses and phone numbers.   

 June Birthdays 
June 1  Bernice Davenport  
June 7 Jeanne Berkeland  
June 12 Vadim Hillebrand  

June 15 Mary Sorensen  
June 18  Lyle Lutz  
June 19 Joan Campbell  

June 19 William Cole  
June 22 Allen Erickson  
June 30 Marge Halvorsen  

 July Birthdays 
July 1 Mike Fingerson  July 10 Marilyn Asp    July 30 Garvin Davenport   
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Racial Justice Movie Discussion 
 

The Racism Task Force Movie Discussion Group has decided to take the summer off and start up again 
Sunday, September 19th at 5:00 p.m. to discuss the best anti-racism movie we've individually seen 
this summer.  Everyone is invited to keep their eyes opened for movies worth sharing. 

 

http://www.clne-mn.org/
http://www.healingourcity.org/


 

 

Outdoor Recreation 
Ministry Announcements 

  

Camping and Paddling, June 17-19 
Our outdoor recreation ministry is looking forward 
to camping and paddling June 17-19. Come for a few 
hours or the entire three days. We have secured a 
group campsite at a great location.  
Here are the exciting details:  
*At Wm O’Brien St Park we’ve reserved a group 
campsite for up to 35 people. This park is less than 
an hour from the metro area.  
*It will be on the nights of June 17 and 18...come 
one or both nights. The camping fee is paid for by 
ULCH. Call or text me (Bryan Kufus) 612-685-0402 to 
reserve one of these 35 camping openings.  
*The campsite is on the banks of the St. Croix River.  
*The plan is for two paddling events, the first 
being a standard 2 -3 hour trip from Osceola to Wm 
O’Brien Saturday morning. This is new scenery but 
the same easy degree of difficulty as in the past. 
Boats are available for rental. Instructions for 
renting boats to follow later.  
*There will be an additional longer trip for those 
interested in arriving Thursday night or Friday 
morning. It will either start or end at Wm O’Brien 
State Park. It’s an exciting option.  
*For anyone interested, there’s also great hiking 
and biking options in this park and vicinity.  
*Those interested in RV camping may call the MN 
DNR camping reservation line for other site options.  
*Informal campsite meals Thursday supper through 
Saturday breakfast.  
*Group restaurant meal or picnic at the 
park Saturday afternoon.  
*If you’re interested and have questions, talk to or  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

message Bryan Kufus: 612-685-0402. Whether 
camping or paddling or both, please RSVP.  
 

Bike Ride on Dakota Rail Regional 
Trail, July 17, 10am 
 

The University Lutheran Church of Hope  
Outdoor Recreation team has scheduled a bike ride 
for Saturday, July 17 on the Dakota Rail Regional 
Trail. This paved trail offers a spectacular view of 
Lake Minnetonka and follows the route of the 
former Dakota Rail Corridor through Wayzata, 
Orono, Minnetonka Beach, Spring Park, Mound, 
Minnetrista, and St. Bonifacius for 14.8 miles one 
way. The group will meet in the Wayzata trailhead 
parking lot at 10 a.m. Look for the large trail map 
sign at the west end of the parking lot. (see 
map, https://www.threeriversparks.org/location/d
akota-rail-regional-trail). The nearest address to the 
trailhead is 175 Grove Lane E, Wayzata, MN. Google 
Maps does not show the parking lot very well. The 
group will not go the whole distance, before 
returning to the Wayzata trailhead for lunch. Bring 
food and a chair (I do not believe there are any 
picnic tables). Please call, John Beane, 651.338.4492 
or email pilgrim.beane@gmail.com so we can get an 
accurate headcount (and not leave anyone behind).  
  

Hike at Whitetail Woods Regional 
Park, Aug 22, 12:30pm  
   

The ULCH Outdoor Recreation team has scheduled 
a hike for Sunday, August 22 after church at the 
Whitetail Woods Regional Park. A peaceful and 
scenic valley gives way to a large hilltop picnic area 
that provides sprawling views of the countryside, 
including the 835-acre Vermillion River Wildlife and 
Aquatic Management Area to the south and east 
and Empire Lake to the west (see 
map, https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/parks/parksTr
ails/WhitetailWoods). Meet at the main picnic area 
at 12:30 p.m. We will start with a picnic lunch (bring 
your own). There are picnic tables. After lunch we 
will do a hike around Empire Lake. Please RSVP by 
email, Ann Beane, spirit.beane@gmail.com so we 
can get an accurate headcount and phone 
numbers.   
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Grad Sunday on June 13th 
 
It's that season... On Sunday June 13th during our 
Zoom/YouTube 10a.m. Sunday service we'll 
celebrate 2021 graduates. Are you or someone you 
love graduating this season from high school, 
college, a grad or professional program, or a 
certificate program? Please, let us know soon! We'd 
love to join you in celebrating this milestone,  

 
 
honoring God's gifts, and praying for the next [often 
uncertain] steps in the journey. Contact Pastor Jen 
(jenn@ulch.org) and share things like:  
 

1. Name.  
2. A little about what you are celebrating.   
3. A picture of you, if possible.  
4. Any other reflections looking back or ahead.   

 
Hope Book Club 

 

On June 13th at 6:00 p.m., the Hope Book Club will meet outside in Nancy Miller’s back yard in northeast 
Minneapolis (contact Nancy or Sonja for address) or by Zoom (if bad weather is predicted). The Book Club will 
discuss:  
 

There, There, by Tommy Orange.  
“Tommy Orange's wondrous and shattering novel follows twelve characters from Native communities: all 
traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow, all connected to one another in ways they may not yet realize.”  
-Goodreads.com  
  

July 11: Little Fires Everywhere, by Celeste Ng.   
“Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the nature of art and identity, and the ferocious pull of 
motherhood – and the danger of believing that following the rules can avert disaster.”   
- https://www.celesteng.com/little-fires-everywhere  
 

Please contact Sonja Peterson at  612-242-8711 or speterson@dunnwald.com if you’d like to join us and she 
will send you the Zoom link or address.  And please send Sonja your book suggestions.  
  

        

 
"Soil and Spirit" Day Camp - June 21-25, 2021 

 
 What: Join us for South Minneapolis Day Camp. This year, our theme is "Soil and Spirit." As we sing, pray, 

and listen to stories from Scripture together, our kids will be grounded in the Spirit's work in creation - 
renewing and sustaining life. As we make art and learn about gardening, our kids will get their hands in the 
dirt and learn about soil, seeds, plants and pollinators through a number of activities.  
        When: June 21-25  
        Who: Camp is for children entering kindergarten through high school, with a separate middle and high 
school track and opportunities for high school leadership with the younger kids.  
        How: Due to the unknowns related to the continuing pandemic and vaccine roll-out, we are planning to 
offer camp fully online, with at least one outdoor, in-person evening gathering opportunity for every 
kid/family on specific evenings. Our online camp will include live Zoom gatherings from 9-10 a.m. M-F, which 
will involve songs, ASL learning, prayer time, and learning about our theme. We will have further content on 
our website with daily art, storytelling, and gardening videos. Registration is open and more information on 
the website: https://sites.google.com/view/southminneapolisdaycamp2021/home Contact Pastor Jen to learn 
more or if you have questions (jenn@ulch.org)  
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STROKELAND, A MEMOIR: My Husband’s Midlife Brainstorm and Its 
Ambivalent Aftermath, by Lynette Lamb.    
          
        In July 2006, Lynette’s husband Robert Gerloff suffered a severe stroke at age 45.  The future looked bleak 
for both of them and for their grade school-age daughters Julia and Grace.  In her book, Lynette shares the 
unvarnished truth about how they lived through a devastating medical event and learned to live with a life-
changing disability.   
        Copies of this newly published book by ULCH member Lynette Lamb are available now at the church office 
at $15 each.  Stop by the church during office hours, M-F 9 a.m.-2 p.m., or email barbaraj@ulch.org to reserve 
your copy and bring payment (cash or checks to Lynette). Electronic payments can be made via her 
website www.lynettelamb.com  
        ULCH members and friends are invited to join a Zoom event on Wednesday, June 9, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Our 
Compassion Care Ministry invited Lynette Lamb to share her story with our church community, so we can listen 
and learn about supporting and caring for families in distress.   
        Watch the Thursday Epistle for the Zoom link for this event on June 9th.   

 
 

Sunday Forums Will Continue in September 
 

        Thank you to everyone who faithfully supported our 
Sunday Forums during these Zoom months.  It has been 
amazing to see so many faces and we are grateful 
for all those who were willing to be our presenters using 
this format, a format that can feel awkward at times.  I 
particularly want to thank the racial justice team for their 
monthly presentations calling us to learn and reflect on 
matters of race.   
        We are waiting to see how we might be able to have 
forums again in person this fall and whether there could 
be a way to continue to record them for others to watch 
at their convenience.  Stay tuned for more details. 

Remember, you can go back and watch past forums by 
checking with Nathan in the church office.  He is able to 
send you the links.   
        Thanks to the committee who has been involved 
over the past year:  Diane Greve, Karen Jorstad, Linda 
Herman, Nan Knutsen, Brian McCaffrey, and John 
Setterlund.  John and Linda have needed to leave the 
committee during the year and Alden Tetlie has agreed 
to rejoin again.   We welcome additional committee 
members and ideas for future forums.  Enjoy the 
summer.  

Diane Greve, Sunday Forum Team  
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Youth Group and Camp Amnicon 
 
        Youth Group meets in June on Sundays June 6 and June 20, after our outdoor services from around 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the courtyard. Please bring a lunch.  This offers a time for those 6th grade and up to connect with one 
another and their faith. We share lunch, conversations, and hangout together.   

 The week of June 20th we’ll have two groups at Camp Amnicon on the south shore of Lake Superior. Both 
groups will include youth from University Lutheran Church of Hope and from First Congregational. A group of middle 
schoolers will paddle the Flambeau River in northwest Wisconsin. Thanks to Paul Odenbach for chaperoning that 
group! A group of elementary aged students and some parents will be part of a camp week called Wilderness 
Discovery. This is an in base program that utilizes platform tents near the big lake and has time for canoeing and 
camping skills, games, bible study, worship, and lots of fun group time. Melissa Odenbach is taking the lead with 
this group. Big thanks to the Odenbachs for their commitment of leadership and time. We may have one or two 
open spots as the group make-up shifts. If your child is interested in participating, contact Pastor Jen 
(jenn@ulch.org). Hope members, donations are appreciated to offset the cost of camp for these families. Please 
note in the memo: “Camp Amnicon.” Thank you!                   Pastor Jen 
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Life Events at Hope  
 

We’re a community called to hold one another in prayer in every season—in our deepest need and grief, and in our 
experiences of new life. Here are a few of the life events affecting our community. We need your help to know for what 
we can pray. Please alert a pastor or contact the church office. We include in prayer: 

Welcoming children and baptism—We pray for those in our congregation who are awaiting children and holding hope 
in joyful and painful times. We give thanks for the birth of Ryan Matthew, child of Maddie and Mike Sachs, and grandchild 
of Bryan and Kathy Kufus. On May 9, we celebrated three baptisms: a dad, Alex Lewison, was baptized alongside children 
Bennett and Wesley (see the picture on the front page). 

 Marriages—We pray for all those preparing for marriage, and for all relationships of commitment, including in early 
April the marriage of Linnea Pignatello and Cesar Becerra!  

 Deaths—We pray for all who grieve the loss of loved ones, including Winnie Nyhus, Mark, Susan, Linda, and Philip 
and families at Edward Nyhus’ death; Donna Parry, Jackie and Gary, Shelly Parry and Paul Demeules, and families at Jack 
Parry’s death; Ruth and Mike Fingerson at the death of Mike's brother Conrad; Pauline and Dick Hendrickson at the death 
of Pauline's sister Dorothy; Mary Ann Teske and family at the death of Mary Ann’s mother Mary Lou Teske; Jack Dant, 
Esther Dant and family at the death of Jack’s dad and Esther’s former husband Roland Dant; the family and friends of 
David Docter (former choir director at Hope); and the family and friends of Jim Klobuchar (former Hope 
member). Also, many in our congregation are living with deep grief from recent losses and also losses some months and 
years back. In June a number of families will hold memorial services (in varied formats and locations) to mark the deaths 
of loved ones. Please hold these families in prayer: Ken and Alpha Lundquist, remembering Ken’s mother Ruth Lundquist; 
Mark Berge, remembering his brother Peter Berge; and Lindsay and James Schlemmer, remembering baby Oliver. 

  Significant Illness—We pray for those living with illness, cancer, recovery, uncertain diagnosis, hospice, chemical 
dependency and other addictions, and mental health struggles, including  Jerry Hanson, Roger and Nita Anderson, Stewart 
Herman, Oswald “Mutty” Doure and infant granddaughter Danai, Steve Ganzkow-Wold, Steve Schreuder, Miriam Hougen, 
Janet Carpenter, Hannah Kiresuk, and Chuck Lewis.    

Separation, divorce, retirement, moves, graduations, new beginnings, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the civil rights 
movement of this time.  

      
 

Gratitude for our Benevolences 
 

Earlier this year we sent out six benevolences of $3,124 each as we wrapped up our Revealing Hope Capital 
Campaign. As you may remember, individuals nominated and congregational members voted for these 
organizations. Here are excerpts from the responses we received.  
       
         “Thanks to you, more people …. will have a stable home as our collaborative of congregations creates additional 
family housing in the Twin Cities west metro and advances nearly 300 new affordable homes.”  

-Deb Rodgers, Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative  
  
        “Thank you for the generous support and partnership! Your gifts make it possible to ship vital medical supplies 
and equipment, offer timely grants, and educate leaders to help the hands that heal in 13 under-resourced countries.”  

-Doug Cox, Global Health Ministries  
  
        “Thank you so much for this deeply generous gift to Shobi’s Table! I am deeply moved…With seeds like this, we 
are able to grow and follow the Holy Spirit—walking alongside our neighbor.”  

-Kari Olsen, Shobi’s Table  
  
         “Thank you so much for your very generous donation to our program! We really appreciate the support from 
you and your congregation.”  

-Abbie, First Nations Kitchen  
 

Uli Koester, Congregational President 
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Note from the President 
 

        Martina was dead. The day before, she had been the agile, confident and bold leader of the flock. Now her body lay 
in the coop under the roost, apparently felled by a heart attack or other illness while sleeping. Molly, her close companion, 
sat in the nesting box by her and mourned. We could hardly coax Molly away, and it would be several days before she 
resumed somewhat normal activities.  
        A matter-of-fact voice on a website opined, “If you have livestock, you are going to have deadstock.” But Beth and I 
miss Martina dearly, and the other three chickens are at a loss with their friend and pecking order chief gone.  
       In this past month at University Lutheran Church of Hope, two role-model saints have passed, Ed Nyhus and Jack 
Parry. What sadness when we gather again in person, and I can’t check in and greet Jack, or hear a story about Indonesia 
from Ed. There are others, too, who have died since we last worshipped together in the sanctuary.   
        I wonder what else we will find that is gone, lost, or disappeared at ULCH as we emerge from the pandemic. Will 
everyone return? Will some programs be hard to restart? Do we want to engage in the same ways we did before?   
        Nevertheless, we will move forward bravely. Thank you to all who attended the Special Meeting of the Congregation 
on May 2 to listen and discern. With the new solar proposal passed by congregational vote, we are ready to make our first 
major payment to Sundial Solar, with work to start in June. Meanwhile, the systems for beaming out our live services will 
continue, while ULCH’s Covid-19 guidelines are allowing more in-person gatherings at church.  
        The Vision & Governance Board, for its part, this month passed updated Vision Goals for our church. These will guide 
us in considering staffing needs and preparing for summer hiring.                            
        Alongside the losses that surround us as we come together again physically, there will be new opportunities, fresh 
faces, and rays of the sun captured by photovoltaics.   
        Finally, please do reach out to me with concerns, ideas, or any other matters. However, if you use the phone number 
listed in the new printed directory, you will reach my lovely son Alex in Poughkeepsie, NY. In Peace, 

 Uli Koester, Congregational President  
bethuli@iphouse.com -(651) 330-4791  

 

Treasurer’s Report - April Financials 
 

General giving totaled $41,872 for the month of April, $165 less than budgeted. Year-to-date general giving totaled $152,745, 
$12,913 or approximately 8% under the budgeted amount. In April, rental income totaled $11,268 which includes PEASE Academy 
rent, parking lot income and use of facilities. Income for the month totaled $53,140 contributing to a total year-to-date income of 
$193,810, $12,512 or 6% under budget. 

Expenses totaled $45,881 for the month of April. During the month, expenses were underbudget as the April 2nd payroll was 
expensed in March contributing to the variance in salaries & benefits. Year-to-date, expenses total $207,001, $11,148 underbudget. 
We had a net operating income of $7,259 for the month contributing to a net operating loss of $13,191 year-to-date. The Executive 
Committee alongside the Vision and Governance Board continue to monitor our current financial position.  

As of April 30th, we have $393K in current assets – primarily composed of our checking and savings account (including a small 
portion of Solar Project funds and other dedicated funds). During the month, we expensed a large portion of the Solar Project funds 
to move forward with the construction of the array.  

Capital Campaign – Opening Doors - In April we received $8,622 in contributions for the Opening Doors Capital Campaign. Over 
the next few months, the campaign will begin to fund special projects including virtual worship enhancements – in addition to paying 
a portion of the mortgage. Please reach out to me or Nathan Obrestad (nathano@ulch.org) if you have any questions. Thank you for 
continuing to support the Capital Campaign.  

The Executive Committee alongside the Vision and Governance Board are grateful for all the ways you contribute to University 
Lutheran Church of Hope. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns! Thank you 

            Emma Carpenter, Treasurer 
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June 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
12:00 PM Zoom - 

Staff Meeting  

3:00 PM Gratitude 

and Generosity 

Team  

6:30 PM Zoom - 

MHNA Land Use 

Committee  

7:15 PM Executive 

Committee in the 

Courtyard  

2 
7:00 PM Evening 

Vespers in the 

Sanctuary (with 

Zoom/YouTube)-

please sign up  

3 
11:00 AM Zoom - 

Centering Prayer  

6:30 PM AA Group 

Patio  

7:00 PM Courtyard - 

Men's Group  

4 5 
10:00 AM Wear 

Orange Day T-

Shirt Distribution  

1:00 PM Memorial 

Service for Ruth 

Lundquist offsite  

6 
10:00 AM Outdoor 

Worship, with 

Zoom/YouTube  

12:00 PM Youth Group 

in the Courtyard  

7 
9:00 AM TENTATIVE-

MAS 1st Call 

Theological Education 

Retreat  

9:00 AM Zoom - 

Quilters  

8 
11:00 AM Zoom - 

Staff Meeting  

1:30 PM Zoom: 

Sunday Forum Team  

6:30 PM Zoom - 

Personnel 

Committee  

9 
6:00 PM Zoom - 

Facilities Team  

6:00 PM Zoom - 

Lynette Lamb at 

Compassion Care  

6:30 PM PEASE 

Academy 

Graduation  

7:00 PM Vespers 

Choir Rehearsal - 

In Person  

10 
9:30 AM Zoom - 

Dorcas Circle  

11:00 AM Zoom - 

Centering Prayer  

6:30 PM AA Group 

Courtyard and Lounge  

11 
7:00 PM 

ZOOM-

Crafters' 

Group  

12  

13 
10:00 AM Worship on 

Zoom/YouTube  

3:00 PM Zoom Peter 

Berge Memorial Service  

7:00 PM Zoom - Book 

Club  

14 
9:00 AM Zoom - 

Quilters  

5:30 PM Zoom - PEASE 

Community 

Foundation  

7:30 PM Zoom: 

Worship Planning 

Team  

15 
*"The Visitor" 

Articles Due  

11:00 AM Zoom - 

Staff Meeting  

4:00 PM Zoom: 

Sanctuary Coalition 

Meeting  

6:30 PM Vision & 

Governance Board in 

the Courtyard (Zoom 

if rain)  

16 
7:00 PM Evening 

Vespers in the 

Sanctuary (with 

Zoom/YouTube)-

please sign up  

8:30 PM 

Children's Ministry 

Team Meeting  

17 
ULCH Rec Ministry - 

Camp and Paddle at 

William O'Brian State 

Park  

11:00 AM Zoom - 

Centering Prayer  

6:00 PM Zoom - SE 

Como Hope 

Connections Group  

6:30 PM AA Group 

Courtyard and Lounge  

7:00 PM Zoom - Men's 

Group  

18 
ULCH Rec 

Ministry - 

Camp and 

Paddle at 

William 

O'Brian State 

Park  

19 
ULCH Rec Ministry 

- Camp and 

Paddle at William 

O'Brian State Park  

20 
Youth leave for Camp 

Amnicon after church  

10:00 AM Outdoor 

Worship, with 

Zoom/YouTube  

12:00 PM Youth Group 

in the Courtyard  

21 
Shared Day Camp  

Youth at Camp 

Amnicon  

9:00 AM Zoom - 

Quilters  

6:00 PM Riverside 

Innovation Hub Team 

Meeting  

22 
Shared Day Camp  

Youth at Camp 

Amnicon  

11:00 AM Zoom - 

Staff Meeting  

7:00 PM Zoom - 

Racial Justice Team  

23 
Shared Day Camp  

Youth at Camp 

Amnicon  

7:00 PM Prayer 

Around the Cross 

(Zoom/YouTube)  

24 
Shared Day Camp  

Youth at Camp 

Amnicon  

11:00 AM Zoom - 

Centering Prayer  

6:30 PM AA Group 

Courtyard and Lounge  

25 
Shared Day 

Camp  

Youth at Camp 

Amnicon  

7:00 PM 

ZOOM-

Crafters' 

Group  

26 

27 
10:00 AM Worship on 

Zoom/YouTube  

28 
9:00 AM Zoom - 

Quilters  

6:00 PM ZOOM-Bible 

& Brews  

29 
11:00 AM Zoom - 

Staff Meeting  

30 
7:00 PM Zoom - 

Sanctuary & 

Immigration Team 

Meeting  
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Worship and Music 

        
This summer we embark into hybrid mode for 
worship! In last month's newsletter, I explained in 
depth what our summer schedule will look like and 
what our worship offerings will be. Peek back at that 
article for a more thorough explanation. Below is a 
schedule to cut out and put somewhere for easy 

access throughout the summer, and a checklist of 
what to bring and do for each type of service. This is 
the season of the Spirit, shaking things up! Grateful 
for this community of faith. 

 Zach Busch, Minister of Worship and Music

 

 
I'm attending Outdoor worship...  
1. Chairs (extras provided)   
2. Masks  
3. Communion elements (extras provided)  
4. Coffee, water, and snacks for my 
household (if desired) for safe fellowship 
after the service  
5. Check the website or e-mail the 
morning of! In case of rain, the location is 
Zoom  
  
I'm attending Evening Prayer...  
1. Masks  
2. Did I sign up? See Thursday Epistle for  
sign up info or call Nathan in the office.  
  

I'm attending on Zoom or YouTube for 
either Sunday or Wednesday service...  
1. Check e-mail for a Zoom link, or the 
ULCH website for a link to YouTube  
2. Bring my "grace face," as there may be 
significant technical snafus the first few 
weeks as we move into hybrid. 
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Pastors: 
       Rev. Jen Nagel 
 Rev. Barbara Johnson 
Minister of Worship & 
Music: 
 Zach Busch 
Church Administrator: 
 Nathan Obrestad 
Financial Administrator: 
 Kari Olson 
Custodians: 
 Geremew Beshah 
Childcare:  
 Gus Gustafson 
Working in partnership with 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 
 Rev. Kate Reuer Welton 

 

President: 
 Uli Koester 
Vice President: 
 Ann Agrimson 
Past President: 
 Tim Abrahamson 
Treasurer: 
 Emma Carpenter  
 
Leadership Development & 
Communications: 
 Uli Koester 
 Ann Agrimson 
Operations: 
 Emma Carpenter 
 Tim Abrahamson 

 

Vision and Governance Board 
Worship & Music:  
 Matt Fry 
Youth & Young Adults:  
 Brady Wilmer 
Education:  
 Shelly Parry 
Hope in the World: 
 Sonja Peterson 
Relational Ministries:  
 Dan Bielenberg 
 
Board Secretary: 
 Bruce Eldevik 
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