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Clockwise from Top Left: Greetings from Marge Perko; Intern Emily and Evan Peterson offer a 

blessing to Molly during the Blessing of Animals; the ULCHers making music at our final outdoor 

service in mid October; Baptism day for Linnea and Iris Yager and the Sanden and Yager family; 

Juna and Liv cuddle their sweet kittens at the Blessing of Animals; the Hope Diamonds gathered 

in October for fellowship and an opportunity to hone their Orff skills; and Pastor Barbara visits 

Marilyn Asp in Duluth.  

The Visitor 



Carrying Provisions 
This traditional Nigerian textile piece, which we are calling Carrying Provisions, is painted by an unknown artist 
and displayed in Hope’s Fellowship Hall. It was a gift to the University Lutheran Church of Hope community from 
our sister congregation, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Jos, Nigeria—a congregation, like ours, with university 
connections.  

Created with chalky, linear strokes on a 
black canvas cloth, the scene is a visual 
narrative of villagers returning home from 
gathering essentials: sticks for fuel, water, 
fruit, and fish. The group includes two 
mothers with babies bundled on their 
backs, two youth, and a tall, mustached 
elder wearing a tunic and hat. With deft 
efficiency, the members balance heavy 
provisions on their heads while their hands 
carry other supplies. They journey 
together, stepping forward, their eyes 
directed toward the village. This striking 
image can remind us of the collective call 
we share with this intimate group: to carry 
God’s life-sustaining provisions for body, 
mind, and spirit to our neighbors—to care 
for and love one another. 

Since 2010, Hope has been in partnership with St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Jos. Over the years we have enjoyed 
three visits from Pastor Amson Hamman and members of his family who gifted us with this wall hanging. Pastor 

Hamman served St. Peter’s until 2018 and is now director of the Dogon 
Dutse Guest House in Jos, a hospitality ministry under the auspices of the 
Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria. Some may recall seeing Pastor 
Naphtali Randaviba sporadically join us for our worship services on 
Zoom. Pastor Naphtali served at St. Peter's for some years following 
Pastor Hamman. He recently was reassigned to be a mission pastor in a 
5-point rural parish. Our prayer partnership with St. Peter’s and the
ministry of the Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria continues.

Nigeria
Displayed alongside Carrying Provisions, English artist Michael 
Tompsett’s exuberant color celebration, Nigeria, strips away traditional 
concepts of mapmaking. Here, there is no legend or key to reference and 
no scale for measuring distance. We see no political boundaries dividing 
Nigeria’s states and territories, no stars and dots denoting cities and 
villages, no indications of geological features. In the artist’s mapping, the 

only thing to read” is a layered explosion of light-infused color washing 

up against the edges of a gently held outline. Here, Nigeria is a bountiful 
place full of layered dimension and unbridled energy. 

 Muffi Abrahamson, Arts and Environment 
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So, Pastor Jen, how’s the church doing?

So, how’s the church doing? I get a variation of this 
question with surprising regularity. Sometimes it’s with 
concern, often with hope. I’m glad when people ask, for 
if you are mulling these things quietly or waking at night, 
I’d prefer to talk together. Too easily worries spin, or 
curiosities can become a burden. Mid-pandemic 
pastoring, like mid-pandemic church going, is a work in 
progress. Or, as I’ve taken to saying, a Holy Experiment 
(a phrase I picked up from Luther Seminary’s M.DivX 
program).  

I find surprising freedom and joy in understanding this 
time as a sacred experiment: There’s permission to try, 
to succeed, to fail, to adapt. We can hold onto the 
important core-to-our-identity-truths, and worry less 
about what perhaps didn’t matters as much in the first 
place. We can cling to elemental basics like how God’s 

love claims us, making life 
and possibility in the 
places of death and fear. 
We can trust the saints 
who have gone before us 
and those at our sides. We 
can tell the story of our 
heart break and our 
healing and how Jesus is 
walking with us. We can 
witness these stories all 
around. And, we can cry 
out for a new world, 
because the Holy Spirit is 
creating something new 
and beautiful and more just. 

So, how are we doing? We’re doing well. Given the challenges of these days, we’re doing quite well. Let me share: 

• We’re worshipping God. While we worshipped outdoors through mid October, now our services are inside. Many who
aren’t able to come in person are joining by Zoom and YouTube. Thanks to everyone who helps make this happen.

• Our search for a new Minister of Music and Worship was a success and beginning in January we’ll welcome Robert
Ragoonanan. [Insert cheers!] Bobby brings many gifts and great energy. I’m so grateful that Scott Rohr can help us
bridge this waiting time, and that Ben Larson and others add their music. We’re pretty lucky! The search team did a
fantastic job. Thank you!

• Our other new staff have jumped in well and that strengthens our capacity and brings new ideas and opportunities.
It’s fun to have a number of Luther Seminary students in our community. Part of our congregation’s identity and
vocation is as a learning space. Students are both learners and teachers in our midst.

• Our solar project is heating up. This last week of October, a number of massive 40 foot I-beams arrived [insert more
cheers!]. Supply chain issues have presented great challenges, but now work on the canopy in the parking lot can
begin. Many panels are already on our flat roofs, but many more will rest on this large canopy.

• You are generous. Our leaders are faithful and smart. And financially we’re strong. Thank you. On November 14th we’ll
bless our pledges for giving in 2022. The theme Sustaining Hope seems so appropriate these days.

• Our neighborhood and Dinkytown feel alive and active. We’re welcoming neighbors and finding new routines.

• And I’m grateful for the times we can spend together as Christ’s body. On a recent Saturday morning, in a gathering
of new and longer term members, we sat around the firepit in Ann Agrimson and Tim Gustafson’s backyard. Together
we shared our stories and the church’s story. I’m grateful for these times together, but even more, for these stories
that shape and buoy us.

So, how are we doing? This holy experiment continues and I thank God we can journey together! 
 Pastor Jen 
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Request for Trust Grant Proposals 

It is time to start thinking of proposals for the 2022 Hope Trust Board grants. For those interested in 
applying, go to the Hope website for an application form. Applicants can send questions or submit the 
application by email to trustboard@ulch.org. The deadline is January 31, 2022. 

mailto:trustboard@ulch.org


Worship and Music in November 

We are at the very tail end of our church year. We begin our cycle again with the start of Advent on November 28th. On 
January 2nd in worship we’ll welcome our new Minister of Worship and Music, Robert Ragoonanan. Between now and 
then our worship life is full. We give thanks to many leaders stepping in to offer their talents and lead our music. All our 
services will be at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with a Zoom and YouTube option. Here are some of the themes in our 
worship services this November. 

November 7—All Saints Sunday. We will remember the saints who have gone before us naming aloud, tolling the bell, and 
lighting candles for the saints of Hope who have died in the last year ,as well as other saints who are beloved by people in 
our community (you are invited to submit names now). In our tradition, saints are not only those who have died, but also 
all of the living. This is a special time for lifting up the baptized. We look forward to the baptism of Ryan Matthew Sachs 
on All Saints Sunday! The choir will sing.  
November 14—Gratitude and Generosity Sunday. On November 14th we’ll bless pledge cards and intentions for giving for 
the coming year. . 
November 21—Reign of Christ Sunday. This is the final Sunday in the church year and we remember just how radical Jesus’ 
reign and Jesus’ way of leadership is—a sovereign who’s throne is the cross, a ruler who is a humble servant. This festival 
Sunday caps the church year cycle and leads us onward. The choir will sing.  
November 28—Advent 1. This is the first Sunday of Advent and we move toward Christmas, not beginning with the coming 
of Jesus as a baby, but rather the coming of Jesus at the close of time.  

In the next newsletter and the Thursday Epistle, watch for more about our Advent theme, Wednesday Advent evening 
services (7:00 p.m.), Lessons and Carols, and Christmas Eve.  

Welcome Robert Ragoonanan, Our New Minister of Worship & Music!

After review of 
eleven applicants, 
interviews with five 
candidates, two live 
auditions, and careful 
consideration, the 
search committee 
has unanimously 
chosen our next 
Minister of Worship 
and Music, Robert S. 
Ragoonanan. Bobby, 
as he prefers to be called in conversation, has accepted 
this position and will start at Hope on January 1st! 

Robert has a long history of work within the church as a 
music director, pianist, and organist, and is passionate 
about creating the best music possible in order to bring 
spiritual uplift to the congregation. He has a wide 
knowledge of the choral repertory, and a deep passion 
for the Christian faith.   

He is a graduate of Luther College (B.A. in Music) and 
Bowling Green State University (M.M. in Orchestral 
Conducting) and has studied conducting with well-
known instructors such as Dr. Emily Freeman Brown and 

Alexander Polyanichko.  He has studied keyboards with 
Frederick DeHaven, Dr. John F. Strauss, and Dr. Jessica 
Paul. He is a collaborative and solo keyboardist, recently 
performing works such as Vierne's “Organ Symphony No. 
1,” Barber's “3 Songs, Op. 10” and Adler’s “Four Chorale  

Preludes on Old American Hymns.” Recent conducting 
work includes all or parts of Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 
6, Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5, Dvorak’s Symphony No. 
9, Stravinsky's “Petrushka,” and Purcell’s “Rejoice in the 
Lord, Always.” Robert is also a sought-after pianist, 
harpsichordist, and voice coach, collaborating with 
various solo artists and ensembles. 

Thanks to the search committee (Tim Gustafson, Will 
Heller, Bryan Kufus, Judy Ranheim, Becky Halvorson, 
Rebecca Tetlie, and Pastor Jen), Scott Rohr, the choir, the 
ULCHers and the Personnel Committee for all of their 
work to select and hire Robert as our next Minister of 
Worship and Music!  

We look forward to a meet and greet event with some 
special music to get to know Bobby sometime in late 
November or early December. In the meantime, you can 
get to know him through videos he shares at 
robertsragoonanan.com 
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https://www.robertsragoonanan.com/


Sustaining Hope 
 

Psalm 51:12   Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me 
with your bountiful spirit. 
 

The leaves are falling, the days are getting shorter and there is a chill 
in the air. Fall has arrived and with it comes the Annual Campaign, 
where we ask you to prayerfully consider participating in God’s 
ministry by making a financial pledge. The Annual Campaign funds 
the daily operation of the church by paying staff salaries and benefits 
as well as utility bills and other expenses. 
 

Our Theme for this Campaign is “Sustaining Hope.” As reflected on 
the Psalm above, God’s mercy sustains us through baptism and the promise of salvation, as well as the work of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives. As the COVID-19 pandemic rages on, our congregational leaders are at work to sustain 
our church community by adopting various protocols and practices to ensure a safe worship space, available to 
all. 
 

A letter including pledge cards, may have already reached you or will shortly. If you don’t receive one and would 
like to, contact the church office. We ask that you complete the pledge cards or follow instructions for pledging 
electronically by November 14th when the pledges will be blessed during the service. 
 

Thank you for your participation and enabling our theme of “Sustaining Hope” to become a reality. 
 

The Gratitude and Generosity Committee 
 

Neighborhood Changes 
 

As we look around, it is clear to see that 
many physical changes are taking place in 
the neighborhood. It may feel difficult to 
keep up with all of the new projects and in 
what directions things are going. I have 
looked to some resources, such as this 
development tracker to help me 
understand what is happening for 
neighborhood construction. I hope this can 

be a helpful resource to you! If you have 
other resources to share, please send them 
to elisec@ulch.org, and I will work to get 
them out to the larger congregation. 
Elise Carlson (she/her)   
Minister of Community Engagement 
University Lutheran Church of Hope 
Work: 612-331-5988 *811 

 
 

Thanksgiving Meals and Volunteers 
 

We will once again be making Thanksgiving meals 
for those who may be alone or unable to be with 
others due to COVID-19 concerns. If you or someone 
you know from Hope will be alone this Thanksgiving 
and would like to receive a home-cooked meal, 
Becky Halvorson and Dan O’Loughlin from the 
Fellowship Meal Team, will be cooking a 

Thanksgiving dinner to be delivered. We will also be 
looking for volunteers to help make pies and deliver 
meals. Please email halvorson.becky@gmail.com or 
call Becky at 612-382-5740 if you would like to 
receive a meal, bake a pie or help deliver.  We will 
continue to follow COVID-19 protocols.   
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Sunday School and Youth 
 

In October, the children 
in Sunday School were 
eager to learn about the 
teachings of Jesus. We 
had loads of fun at 
Como Park where we 
rode the carousel and 
talked about living in 
joy. 

 

In November, we will be engaging in what it means 
to live in Thanksgiving and Gratitude. One of the 
ways we will be diving into this is making Caregiving 
Bags. We will be doing an Intergenerational Event 
on November 14th after the service. This will be in 
the courtyard. We will be putting together bags to 
give out to our friends all over the Twin Cities and 
beyond. We will be packing: 
 

Small Shampoo and Conditioner * Small Deodorants 
* Tampons and Pads * Lighters * Large or Bigger 
Underwear 
 

We ask you to help us collect these items for this 
event. Please bring any or all of these items to the 

church and we will put them in Morgan’s office. We 
will assemble the bags and then encourage you to 
keep them in your cars or transportation devices to 
hand out to the unsheltered community or to those 
on corners.  

 

After we assemble the bags, we will be having a song 
time with some hot cider and cocoa. Please join us 
as we make bags to give out to people in the winter 
months.  

 

Youth! Keep an eye out for an information session 
on the ELCA Youth Gathering. Please gather all the 
questions about the event and we can discuss what 
to prepare for.  

 

A note for the congregation: We would like to invite 
anyone to join us for the Children’s Ministry Team 
Meeting on November 1st on Zoom at 7:30. Parents, 
grandparents kids, anyone! We will be discussing 
future themes for Sunday School, future family 
activities and other items.  

 

If anyone has any questions, comments, concerns, 
story times, ideas, etc. please contact me at 301-
606-0400 or email me at morgans@ulch.org  

Morgan Strudthoff, Minister of Faith Formation 

 

GIVING THANKS with HOPE DIAMONDS 
  

Hope Diamonds Senior Group meets Wednesday, November 17  1:00pm-
2:30pm.   
All are invited! Enjoy Coffee and a Thanksgiving treat at the gathering. 

RSVP by Friday, November 12th  (office) 612-331-5988 or email 

barbaraj@ulch.org 

Need a ride? or Can you provide a ride? Let us know when you RSVP. 

We continue to wear masks and do our best to stay safely distanced. 

Watch the Thursday Epistle for more information!  
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Film Discussion Sponsored by Racial Justice Team 
 

The Racial Justice Team invites you to a discussion on the Netflix comedy special: John Leguizamo's Latin 
History for Morons | Netflix Official Site. In this one-man Broadway show, John Leguizamo finds humor and 
heartbreak as he traces 3,000 years of Latin History. Please watch the film and then join the discussion, on 
Sunday November 21, at 5:00 p.m. on Zoom. 

mailto:morgans@ulch.org
mailto:barbaraj@ulch.org
https://www.netflix.com/title/80225421
https://www.netflix.com/title/80225421


November Adult Forums 

Our Sundays Forums are off to a great start! This year there are three ways you can participate:  in person, streaming on 
Zoom (find the link on the Sunday morning email), or recorded for later (links will be in the Thursday Epistle). We plan to 
start and end our forums on time (9:30 to 10:15). Whenever possible, please arrive at the beginning of the session.  Our 
presenters will appreciate that. 

Nov. 7th (All Saints):  Stories of Hope - Join us for this popular forum where Hope members share stories of their faith 
journeys. Betty Schreuder and Jim Gamble will be our speakers.

Nov. 14th: Racial Justice:  Where Do We Go From Here? - Come hear about the synod’s Racial Justice Summit and how 
Hope shares in that work.  What progress have we made toward our racial justice goals?  Where do we go next? 

Nov. 21st:  Discipleship in a Democracy - Is the neighbor being served? In 2020, Hope member Stuart Herman led a large 
task force at the request of the ELCA, crafting a “social statement” on the government and civic obligation. Join him to 
discuss how government functions in light of our faith tradition. 

Nov. 28th: No forum  
 The Sunday Forum Team 

2022 Women’s Retreat -  Saturday, January 29, 2022 
In-Person in the Courtyard with Zoom 

Due to the uncertainty of COVID-19, the decision 
has been made to not hold the retreat at 
Dunrovin.   Instead, we have created a dual-aspect 
version! We will gather on Zoom in the morning 
from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., and for those who are 
OK with meeting in person, we will gather at church 
in the courtyard/lounge from 4:00 p.m.– 9:00 p.m. 

We will be making prayer shawls also.  We may 
consider an in-person event in the spring. Stay 
tuned. 

If you have questions, please contact: 
Beáta Rydeen - beatarydeen@comcast.net, or 
Ann Beane - spirit.beane@gmail.com 

Ordination Blessings, Linqing! 

Former Hope Intern Linqing Chu will be ordained into the Ministry of Word and Sacrament on Tuesday, 
November 16th at the care center where she serves as a chaplain. Watch for more details about this ordination 
service. On November 21st, Pastor Linqing is preaching at Hope. This will offer us an opportunity to pray for her 
in this journey and milestone in her calling. Hope has been an important part of Linqing’s training and formation. 
Thank you! 

Bible and Brews 
Exactly what it sounds like…bring your Bible, your favorite brewed beverage, 
and a penchant for laid-back but totally engaging conversations about faith, 
scripture, and current events. We will meet on Monday, November 22nd, 6-8 
p.m. The group will determine if they will meet in person or on Zoom. Stay
tuned to the Thursday Epistle for the plans.
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Join The Hope Book Club 
 

Sunday, November 14th, 7:00 p.m. at Nancy Miller’s home 
 

To discuss: Future Home of the Living God, by Louise Erdrich 
 

“Louise Erdrich paints a startling portrait of a young woman fighting for her life and her unborn 
child against oppressive forces that manifest in the wake of a cataclysmic event in this 
dystopian novel. Twenty-six-year-old Cedar Hawk Songmaker, adopted daughter of a pair of 
Minneapolis liberals, is as disturbed and uncertain as the rest of America around her.”  
www.goodreads.com 
 

Dec. 12: The Cross and the Lynching Tree, by James Cone.  
 

“In James Cone’s latest book The Cross and The Lynching Tree, the revered theologian and social 
critic explores the paradoxical relationship between Jesus’ death on the cross and the atrocious 
history of the lynchings of blacks by Southern whites, starting in the post-bellum South and leading 
up to the first decades of the twentieth century.”  
Benjamin Taylor Journal of Lutheran Ethics 9/1/2012   

  
Please contact Sonja Peterson at 612-242-8711 or speterson@dunnwald.com with book suggestions or if 
you’d like to join us. 
  

Lutheran University Nigeria – Emma Carpenter 
 

The Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria and the Minneapolis Areas Synod, ELCA, are partner synods. We share 
a commitment to “gracious invitation into life-giving, Christian community so that all can live in just and healthy 
neighborhoods.” 

 

Archbishop Musa Filibus and the leadership of the Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria (LCCN) determined there 
is a critical need for a Lutheran university in Nigeria. This university will educate a new generation of leaders 
who are prepared for the complexities of the emerging interfaith society within Africa’s most populous country. 
 

A team from LCCN has already completed several important steps – including acquiring land next to the LCCN 
Hospital, finding university professors and administrators, and submitting academic plans to the Nigeria 
National Universities Commission. The final hurdle is the National Universities Commission requires each 
university to have $500,000 in a reserve bank account before the university can be officially approved. This is 
where we can help!  
 

The 141 congregations of the Minneapolis Area Synod are being asked to consider joining this audacious 
endeavor. We as University Lutheran Church of Hope Vision and Governance Board ask you to join us in raising 
money to make the Lutheran University Nigeria a reality. University Lutheran Church of Hope will match $4,917 
in donations to the Lutheran University Nigeria with the help of the Johnson World Mission Fund. Donations can 
be sent to the church office or placed in the offering plates, please write “LCCN or Lutheran University Nigeria” 
in the memo. 
 

Per Bishop Ann Svennungsen, “there is some good news. The first $100,000 is in, thanks to a gracious 
benefactor. It will take many gifts, large and small, to meet this goal by the end of the year. But we are on the 
way. “ 
 

Please consider contributing and join us soon for a kick-off to the fundraising. 
For more information, please visit:  https://mpls-synod.org/outreach/global/lutheran-university-nigeria/ 

Emma Carpenter 
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Life Events at Hope 
 

We’re a community called to hold one another in prayer in every season—in our deepest need and grief, and in our 
experiences of new life. Here are a few of the life events affecting our community. We need your help to know for what 
we can pray. Please alert a pastor or contact the church office. We include in prayer… 
     Welcoming Children and Baptisms—We pray for those in our congregation who are awaiting children and holding hope 
in joyful and painful times. We also pray for all those coming for baptism. Many of the baptisms this fall have been shifted 
because of illness or potential illness due to COVID exposures. In October, we held the baptism of Dorothea Biesel, and 
Iris and Linnea Yager. On November 7 we plan for the baptism of Ryan Matthew Sachs (Ryan is the child of Madeline and 
Mike Sachs, and his grandparents are Kathy and Bryan Kufus).  
     Marriages—We pray for all those preparing for marriage, and for all relationships of commitment.  
     Deaths—We pray for all who grieve the loss of loved ones, including Amson and Dorothea Hamman at the death of 
their brother-in-law Paul; and Kelly, Randy and Seneca Brooks, and Kerry Pearson and Patrick Colombe at the death of 
Kelly and Kerry’s uncle Mark Pearson.  
     Significant Illness—We pray for those living with illness, cancer, recovery, uncertain diagnosis, hospice, chemical 
dependency and other addictions, and mental health struggles, including Anne Bidne, Marcheta Scribner (in hospice), 
Jerry Hanson, Roger and Nita Anderson, Stewart Herman, Steve Ganzkow-Wold, Steve Schreuder, Miriam Hougen, Janet 
Carpenter, Hannah Kiresuk, and Chuck Lewis.   
     Separation, divorce, retirement, moves, graduations, new beginnings, the COVID pandemic, and the civil rights 
movement of this time. 

 
Note from the President 

 

     I like to read Homer’s Odyssey as a journey of homecoming. After 10 years at war, Odysseus spends 10 years trying to 
get home to his island home of Ithaca. The battle with the cyclops, the dalliance with Circe (who turned his sailors into 
pigs), the singing sirens, all of these are setbacks and challenges, but Odysseus overcomes them and makes it home. 
Scholars call this homeward journey ‘nostos’ (in Greek νοστος). If you think about it, countless stories you know can be 
understood in this same way.  
  
     How about the journey our community of faith has taken through the COVID pandemic? Starting on Sunday, October 
24, we are done with outdoor worship and move to our beautiful sanctuary again on a regular basis. We have lived through 
death, sickness, and months of seclusion. We have started outdoor services only to retreat again to Zoom; we felt safe for 
a time this summer and even took our masks off indoors, and then the Delta variant arrived like a maelstrom in the 
Mediterranean.   
  
     Speaking of coming home--when Molly, Copper, and Maggie do so, they typically have been out in their tractor. As fun 
as that would be, a chicken tractor is not farm machinery, but rather a simple cage on wheels. Our son Lukas built one for 
us last summer. Once the hens are inside, we can roll them to various parts of the lawn and small woods, where they 
delight in new pecking experiences and face down the neighborhood cats and dogs. In the end, they have two reasons for 
wanting to come back to the coop: Either they want to be productive and lay an egg, or they need solid sustenance from 
their grain feeder.  
  
     Does coming back to our sanctuary feel like a homecoming for you? What reasons do you have for coming back? For 
me, it’s pretty much the same as for the chickens—sustenance and productivity. I can add to that comfort, loved ones, 
fun, community. I’m thrilled to be back.  
  
     Let us not forget, however, that when Odysseus arrived back in Ithaca, challenges remained. He had yet to drive his 
wife Penelope’s suiters out of the palace (which he did by disguising himself as a beggar). Likewise, our return to weekly 
services in the sanctuary is not nearly the end of our ‘nostos.’ Our church is not safe for everyone yet. The journey home 
continues. A few of our valiant sailors have died, but you and I are all together still. Odysseus had Athena’s guidance; we 
have that of the Holy Spirit. Wishing safe returns to you all! 

Uli Koester, Congregational President 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 
 

September Financials - General giving totaled $32,220 for the month of September, $5,817 less than the 
budgeted amount. Year-to-date general giving totaled $379,549, $14,196 or approximately 4% more than the 
budgeted amount. In September, rental income totaled $13,472, which includes PEASE Academy rent, parking 
lot income and use of facilities. Income for the month totaled $45,692 contributing to a total year-to-date 
income of $476,439, or approximately 4.3% more than budgeted. 
 

Expenses totaled $55,772 for the month of September. This month we contributed to LCM as part of the Hope 
in the World ministry area. Year-to-date, expenses totaled $433,690, $29,049 under the budgeted amount. We 
had a net operating loss of $10,080 for the month contributing to a net operating income of $42,750 year-to-
date. The Executive Committee alongside the Vision and Governance Board continue to monitor our current 
financial position.  
 

As of September 30th, we have $452K in current assets – primarily composed of our checking and savings 
account. Additionally, we have a remaining mortgage liability of $650K and $138.8K note payable to the Trust 
for the Solar Project. 
 

E-Trade Account - Over the past few months, we have been working to establish an E-Trade account. We are 
now able to receive financial gifts in the form of stocks and mutual funds. If you’d like more information on how 
to give via E-Trade, please reach out to me or Nathan Obrestad (nathano@ulch.org) and we’d be happy to 
provide additional details.  
 

Capital Campaign – Opening Doors - As of September 30th, we have $198K in current assets.  We are in the 
process of funding special projects including virtual worship enhancements – in addition to paying a portion of 
the mortgage. Please reach out to me or Nathan Obrestad (nathano@ulch.org) if you have any questions or 
concerns. Thank you for continuing to support the Capital Campaign. 
  

The Executive Committee alongside the Vision and Governance Board are grateful for all the ways you 
contribute to University Lutheran Church of Hope. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns! 
Thank you!          – Emma Carpenter, Treasurer 
 

November & December Birthdays 
 

We have so many reasons to be thankful this November, and celebrating the birthdays of several of our beloved 
members is a lovely way to express our gratitude. Please consider sending a card, email or text to those on the 
list below, and let them know they are cherished at ULCH. This Birthday list includes those who are 80 years and 
older, in addition to some who may be homebound, residing in assisted living or a care center. You can find their 
contact info in our latest ULCH directory.   
 

November Birthdays 
Nov 16  Ron Sorensen      *     Nov 25  Carmen Macoskey will be 90!     *      Nov 28  Granger Whitney 

December Birthdays 
Dec 1  Shuzo Murakami      *      Dec 7  Jerry Hanson       *      Dec 15  Julie-An Johnson 

Dec 16  Judy Ranheim      *      Dec 17  Jeanette Haltli 
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November 2021 Calendar of Events 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
1:30 PM Sunday Forum 

Team  

2:00 PM Prep for 

November Election 

Tomorrow: Heritage Hall, 

Main entrance, Lounge  

6:30 PM Zoom - 

Personnel Committee  

7:15 PM Zoom - 

Executive Committee  

7:30 PM Children's 

Ministry Team  

2 
VOTE!!!  

6:30 AM Election Day 

Polling Place - 

Heritage,Fellowship,L

ounge,Courtyard  

12:00 PM Staff 

Meeting  

4:30 PM PEASE After 

School Program  

6:30 PM Zoom - 

MHNA Land Use 

Committee  

3 
12:00 PM 

Election 

Equipment being 

picked up  

6:30 PM Budget 

Planning Meeting  

7:00 PM Choir  

4 
11:00 AM Central 

Conference-

Courtyard or 

Fellowship Hall  

4:30 PM PEASE 

After School 

Program  

6:00 PM Parents of 

PEASE  

6:30 PM AA Group  

7:00 PM Men's 

Group in courtyard  

5 
3:00 PM Bread 

Bake prep  

6:00 PM Board 

and Staff 

retreat  

6 
Bread Bake - 

Parking lot  

Gopher 

Football Game  

9:00 AM Board 

and Staff 

retreat  

7 
All Saints Sunday  

9:30 AM Sunday Forum  

9:30 AM Sunday School 

(hybrid) - Patio & Zoom  

10:30 AM All Saints Sunday 

Worship in Sanctuary, w/ 

Zoom/YouTube  

8 
9:00 AM Quilters  

6:00 PM Lutheran 

Campus Ministry  

9 
4:00 PM Staff 

Meeting  

4:30 PM PEASE After 

School Program  

10 
5:30 PM Zoom - 

Compassion Care 

Team  

6:00 PM Zoom - 

Facilities Team  

11 
9:30 AM Dorcas 

Circle - 

Courtyard/Lounge  

4:30 PM PEASE 

After School 

Program  

6:30 PM AA Group  

12 
7:00 PM Crafter 

Group - 

Courtyard/Loun

ge  

13 
2:00 PM Drop 

In Day for 

Unsheltered 

Neighbors at 

UBC  

14 
"Sustaining Hope" Blessing 

of Gratitude and 

Generosity Pledges  

9:30 AM Sunday Forum  

9:30 AM Sunday School 

(hybrid) - Patio & Zoom  

10:30 AM Worship in 

Sanctuary, w/ 

Zoom/YouTube  

11:30 AM Family Event in 

the Courtyard  

7:00 PM Book Club  

15 
*"The Visitor" Articles 

Due  

9:00 AM Quilters  

6:00 PM Lutheran 

Campus Ministry  

16 
12:00 PM Staff 

Meeting  

4:00 PM Sanctuary 

Coalition Meeting  

4:30 PM PEASE After 

School Program  

6:30 PM Vision & 

Governance Board-

Courtyard  

17 
7:00 PM Choir  

18 
4:30 PM PEASE 

After School 

Program  

6:00 PM Zoom - SE 

Como Hope 

Connections Group  

6:30 PM AA Group  

7:00 PM Men's 

Group in courtyard  

19 
5:00 PM PEASE 

Program  

20 

21 
9:30 AM Sunday Forum  

9:30 AM Sunday School 

(hybrid) - Patio & Zoom  

10:30 AM Worship in 

Sanctuary, w/ 

Zoom/YouTube  

5:00 PM Zoom: Movie 

Discussion Group with 

Racial Equity Focus  

22 
9:00 AM Quilters  

6:00 PM Lutheran 

Campus Ministry  

6:00 PM ZOOM-Bible & 

Brews  

23 
4:00 PM Staff 

Meeting  

4:30 PM PEASE After 

School Program  

7:00 PM Zoom - 

Racial Justice Team  

24 25 
Take Out/Delivery 

Thanksgiving Meal  

Thanksgiving 

Holiday - Office 

Closed  

26 27 
Gopher 

Football Game  

10:00 AM 

Oblates group 

- Sanctuary 

and Lounge  

28 
First Sunday of Advent  

9:30 AM Sunday Forum  

9:30 AM Sunday School 

(hybrid) - Patio & Zoom  

10:30 AM Worship in 

Sanctuary, w/ 

Zoom/YouTube  

29 
9:00 AM Quilters  

6:00 PM Lutheran 

Campus Ministry  

30 
12:00 PM Staff 

Meeting  

4:30 PM PEASE After 

School Program  

7:00 PM Racial 

Justice Meeting  

    

 
  

11 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 

Pastors: 
       Rev. Jen Nagel 
 Rev. Barbara Johnson 
Interim Music & Worship Support: 
 Scott Rohr 
Pastoral Intern: 
 Emily Brown 
Minister of Community Engagement: 
 Elise Carlson 
Minister of Faith Formation 
 Morgan Strudthoff  
Church Administrator: 
 Nathan Obrestad 
Financial Administrator: 
 Kari Olson 
Custodians: 
 Geremew Beshah 
Worship Tech Support:  
 Nick Peterson 
Sunday Opener/Closer, Worship Tech: 
 Seth Strudthoff  
Working in partnership with 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 
 Rev. Kate Reuer Welton 

 

President: 
 Uli Koester 
Vice President: 
 Ann Agrimson 
Past President: 
 Tim Abrahamson 
Treasurer: 
 Emma Carpenter  
 
Leadership Development & 
Communications: 
 Uli Koester 
 Ann Agrimson 
Operations: 
 Emma Carpenter 
 Tim Abrahamson 

 

Vision and Governance Board 

Worship & Music:  
 Matt Fry 
Youth & Young Adults:  
 Brady Wilmer 
Education:  
 Shelly Parry 
Hope in the World: 
 Sonja Peterson 
Relational Ministries:  
 Dan Bielenberg 
 
Board Secretary: 
 Bruce Eldevik 

Staff 
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