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Clockwise from Top Left:   The parking lot solar canopy is complete and all the panels (on the rooftops and 
canopy) began generating electricity on February 21, 2022 (yes!!); Stewart Herman and Tim Abrahamson 
(a.k.a. “The Solar Brothers”) are grinning under their masks after the final Xcel approvals of the system - 
thank you, Solar Brothers; Nancy Miller, and Rosalie and Bruce Eldevik collating a recent The Visitor 
newsletter; Pastoral Intern Emily Brown, Jeanne Berkeland, Carmen Macoskey, and Arloene Stevens 
together at Hope Diamonds Senior Group; the sanctuary; offering counters Carol Clifford and Ann Rolle 
working hard; and our custodian Geremew Beshah has worked at Hope for 8 years, first via a custodial 
contract and now (beginning February 1) as part of the University Lutheran Church of Hope staff! 

The Visitor 



Crucifix 
This hauntingly beautiful piece, Crucifix, currently displayed above Hope’s lounge fireplace, was painted in 1961 by late 
artist and beloved ULCH member, Phil Thompson (1933-2021). As we carefully consider Phil’s inspired image, we are 
drawn deeply into the transformative mystery of God’s ultimate sacrifice for our redeeming.   
 

At first look, it’s hard to miss the overall chessboard-like grid filled with symbolic quatrefoils and diagonally crossed forms. 
The four-leaf clover shape is an emblem traditionally representing the four gospels and good fortune. The diagonal cross 
represents Christ, as “X” is the first letter in the Greek word for Christ: “Χριστός.” This shape also signifies a junction or a 
“crossing over” to another dimension. As complex as this patterned field is, we notice its color palette is restricted to 
gradations of grey (from nearly white to nearly black), warm pink, and golden ochre, with shimmering gold leaf (hammered 
sheets of gold). 

We see contrasts everywhere. The clover shapes are filled with smokey 
variations of charcoal, while most of the winged crosses are simply 
outlined. The warm shiny brightness of the metallic gold is juxtaposed to 
the cool flat dullness of the foggy neutrals. Normally, lighter colors 
reflect light and come forward, while darker colors absorb light and 
retreat; but here, buoyant light and dark shapes advance and recede in 
unexpected ways. Together these visual elements create a pattern of 
shifting depth and movement that is both disquieting and harmonious, 
somber and luminous. 
 

Amidst this jumble of motion, Jesus Christ’s crucified body hangs lifeless 

on an implied cross. His earthly corpse is drawn as if with watery ash: 
smudged, faint, partially transparent—almost transforming from flesh 
into spirit before our eyes. Looking carefully, we realize that Jesus, both 
human and divine, is floating in a liminal space, suspended between the 
grounded grid and its spiritual signs.  
 

More perceivable in the actual painting, we can identify the shadowy 
crown of thorns, which leads us to notice the radiant halo hovering 
above Jesus’ head. Tiny drops of crimson bleed from the cutting crown 
and from the wounds where his hands and feet are pierced. Watery pink 
spills from his speared side.  
 

Nearly hidden throughout, we find faces of people, both living and dead. 
Some are in anguish, some are in shock, some are praying, some are 
looking away, some are skeletal, one wears a lopsided crown. They are a 
sampling of what Phil would call “the population“—all of us—the souls 
Christ died to save.  

 

And what about Phil’s choice to set Christ’s crucifixion in the context of a metaphorical chessboard? 
The objective of chess is to thwart the opponent’s king by trapping him in an inescapable position; 
and the game is won using strategy, aided by the chance of your opponent’s error. I wonder if Phil, 
always the astute observer of the dynamics of society, was thinking of the jealous chief priests, 
strategizing to get rid of Jesus and snuff out his growing following by propagating an incriminating 
lie (that Jesus committed blasphemy by professing to be “King of the Jews”), and of the Roman 
governor, Pontius Pilate, who finds Jesus to be innocent but allows chance (the will of a riled up 
crowd) to condemn Christ to a torturous death—a perceived “win” in the minds of the chief priests. 
 

Yet, in a wholly unforeseeable act of incomprehensible love, God completely turns the table. Jesus 
Christ, the Anointed One, dies on the cross and rises again on the third day, finally vanquishing the power of sin and death. 
The battle for our redeeming is won. The ultimate “checkmate” is delivered. No move, “…neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39 

Muffi Abrahamson, Arts and Environment 
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   Faithfully Attending to the Details 
 

Dear ones, at our Annual Meeting and in these winter weeks, a number of good 
questions and curiosities have been voiced. In this March edition of The Visitor, I 
will touch on some of the details of our congregational life. Please don’t hesitate 
to reach out to me, other congregational leaders, or our staff to talk further.  

 
 

Annual Meeting. At the February 13 Annual Congregational Meeting (great 
attendance on Zoom, thank you!) we looked back to the ministry of 2021 and 
forward into 2022. Hope’s congregational lay leaders are a dedicated, wise, and 
faithful bunch. Please review the full listing of leaders in the annual report. Tim 
Abrahamson (Past President), Emma Carpenter (Treasurer), and Brady Wilmer 
(Executive Committee and Youth and Young Adult Liaison on the Vision and 
Governance Board) all concluded terms. Each in their own way, using their own gifts, these leaders have given 
countless hours and tremendous care and leadership. Well done, and thank you! With the meeting, Uli Koester 
concluded a year as President and passed the gavel to Ann Agrimson who now serves as President. Thank you, 
Uli and Ann! Betty Schreuder stepped into the Treasurer role; Paul Odenbach is our Vice President; and Jacob 
Lanthier became the Youth and Young Adult Liaison on the Board. Thank you! 
 

Pastor Barbara’s Retirement. Pastor Barbara’s final Sunday as our Pastor for Care and Nurture will be April 3, 
2022. On March 20th she will preach. On April 1st at 7pm on Zoom we’ll have a retirement program. Barbara has 
served in four congregations and been part of many others, scattered around the country. This program on 
Zoom offers an opportunity for congregants, colleagues, and friends and family to share some stories and 
celebrate her ministry. I hope you’ll join us on Zoom! On April 3rd we’ll pray Godspeed and offer thanks during 
worship and we’ll have a reception outdoors in the courtyard and patio following the service.  
 

Call Committee. The Call Committee for a new Pastor for Care and Nurture is working hard. The Minneapolis 
Area Synod provided us with the names of five candidates and the Call Committee has gone through two rounds 
of interviews seeking the best fit for our congregation and this call. We anticipate that in early March the Call 
Committee will bring to the Vision and Governance Board and the congregation a candidate for Pastor for Care 
and Nurture. More will be shared about the candidate at that time and a special congregational meeting will be 
held for the congregation to vote on the candidate. It is possible that a new Pastor for Care and Nurture could 
begin in early April. Please pray for this process, our congregation, the potential candidates, Pastor Barbara, and 
the Call Committee (Tim Abrahamson-chair, Alpha Lundquist, Becky Halvorson, Jacob Lanthier, Karen Jorstad, 
Tom VanHeuvelen, Uli Koester, and Pastor Jen). 
  

Sabbatical. I’m looking forward to a sabbatical April 26-July 24, 2022. During that period I’ll be taking some 
needed time to rest and renew, and focus on my family—reading, travel, exercise, prayer, a little more space to 
breathe deeply after intense years. Two retired pastors who are both members of our congregation have agreed 
to team up and offer pastoral coverage during this three month period: Pastor Erik Strand and Pastor Tom 
Carlson. I’m grateful for their capable leadership that will include things like worship leadership and preaching, 
pastoral care, administration, and supervision of staff and our Intern Emily. The Executive Committee is working 
closely with me to arrange for coverage during this time of renewal. I’ll share more as we get closer.  
 
 

Plenty of details, but I wanted you to have a sense of these coming weeks and months. God is surely active in 
all of it! Our Lenten theme is Sighs Too Deep for Words. As we journey to the cross, I add my sighs of gratitude 
for the Spirit’s leading and God’s abiding presence. As we sing many Sundays: “Grace upon grace, mercy upon 
mercy, peace upon peace, given for you.” May it be so.  

 -Pastor Jen Nagel, Lead Pastor 
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With Sighs Too Deep for Words 
 

Romans 8:26-28 (The Message)  Paul writes: 
 

The moment we get tired in the waiting, God’s Spirit is right alongside helping us 
along. If we don’t know how or what to pray, it doesn’t matter. The Spirit does our 
praying in us and for us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our aching groans. 
The Spirit knows us far better than we know ourselves…and keeps us present before 
God.    

 

Have you ever caught your breath in awe, at the vision of a palette full of color in the sunset?  Or have you been 
silenced, wordless, at the death of someone you loved?    

 

Most of us have experienced moments, or events, that have rendered us speechless. Whether thrilling and 
wonderful, or stunning and horrifying, I consider those to be “holy ground” moments. You may remember how 
God’s voice came from a burning bush and instructed Moses to remove his sandals because he was standing on 
holy ground, in the presence of God (Ex. 3). To take off one's shoes was a sign of reverence, humility, and respect. 

 

While I’ve never heard a voice come out of a burning bush, I am grateful for these “holy ground” moments when 
there were no words to capture the depth of what I felt in the center of my body and soul, and yet, the Spirit 
provided prayers I couldn’t have prayed aloud: 

 

• A black starry night sky, crisp and sparkling with untold numbers of stars and planets and comets. 

• The stark silence as I stood before a tall pile of old worn children’s shoes in an Israeli holocaust museum. 

• My ordination service, feeling the weight of so many hands on my head and shoulders. 

• Mid-March 2020 when the world shut down and the city was silent, like never in my lifetime. 

• June 2020, the city was awake again. Days after George Floyd’s murder, I walked up Chicago avenue, reading dozens 
of names chalked into the asphalt, names of human beings who died unjustly, too young.  

• Every baptism, every confirmation, every time I’ve prayed with my hand making the sign of the cross.  

• Standing before a couple, so in love, they could not speak, but only gaze through tears at each other.  

• Hospice rooms gone silent after a family has spoken their sweet, loving last words to a beloved one.  

• At a graveside after the “Amen”, when we were held by the sound of leaves fluttering in the breeze. 
 

My first memory of understanding something about God’s silent presence in my own life, was as a teenager, 
after I had lied to my parents about what time I came home from a date one Saturday night. I prayed fervently, 
anxious to not get caught. My parents never found out. But the sermon that following Sunday morning was 
about the uselessness of bargaining with God. It was a message of grace and forgiveness. I felt like I’d been 
caught red handed, guilty. But I learned a major faith-lesson that day. I experience first-hand, being known by a 
God whose Spirit had always been holding onto me and keeping me present before God.   

 

Now, as I approach retirement, capping over 30 years since I started seminary, I 
am feeling a bit at loose ends. But a prevailing sense of gratitude keeps me 
grounded. I am truly grateful for the privilege of serving God and God’s people 
here at University Lutheran Church of Hope these past 5 years. As a congregation, 
you are imaginative, courageous, creative, pragmatic and loving. And you are 
gracious beyond words. I thank you.  

 

As a pastor, I have often been asked how to pray. The longer I’ve been at this, it 
seems, the less I know. But I do know that prayer has never been about the 
efficacy of MY words. It’s about breathing deeply and letting the Spirit move 
unfettered, as she dances in and around and through me and any person or 

situation I might be praying for. I will continue to pray for you dear people of Hope, with love, blessings and 
peace.                                                                                                             

-Pastor Barbara Johnson, Care and Nurture 
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Worship and Music 

 

Thank you to everyone who has extended a warm welcome to me these past few 
weeks! I’m glad to be serving as your Minister of Worship and Music. 
 

Choir is up and running, rehearsing Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30 p.m., singing a 
wide variety of music from the Renaissance to the 21st century from around the 
world. All are welcome, please join us if you are able and are comfortable doing so! 
If you would like to be included on the choir email list, please contact me at 
robertr@ulch.org.  
 

Drop-in Choir is back!  Want to come and hang out with the choir on a Sunday 
morning, sing something easy, and enjoy a choral experience without the 
commitment of Wednesday evening rehearsals? Or are you thinking about singing in the choir, but want to see 
what it's like without having to commit? Then drop-in choir is for you! Please join us on the following Sundays 
at 9:30 a.m. for a rehearsal: Feb. 27, March 13, and April 10. 
 

Lenten Theme and Evening Worship: We will hold Wednesday evening services at 7 p.m. throughout the season 
of Lent, beginning with the Ash Wednesday service on March 2. Come and take a break from the hectic 
workweek, the crazy news, and any other stressors in life, and take time to reflect, contemplate, and experience 
beautiful worship and music. This year our Lenten theme is Sighs Too Deep for Words, because don't we all feel 
that way right now? Think about images, experiences, music, art, that produce a deep sigh from you - good or 
bad. Why is that? What can be expressed in a sigh that transcends language?     
 

Thank you to Lou Ann and Larrie Reece for the generous donation of a beautiful harpsichord. Lou Ann is a 
retired professional harpsichordist and decided to donate her harpsichord to us. At the time of this writing, the 
instrument is in need of a little work, but look forward to hearing this wonderful instrument in worship during 
Lent...or maybe sooner! 
 

Soloists and ensembles for worship are welcome! If you play an instrument or sing and would like to offer a 
piece of music in worship, please let me know! Our congregation has many musicians, and all are welcome to 
share their gifts. 

Robert S. Ragoonanan, Minister of Worship and Music  
 

 
 

Love to Get to Know You 
 

I have been so greatly enjoying my time at Hope and all of the wonderful people I have met so far. I look forward 
to getting to know you all better and seeing more of your faces at Hope. Please reach out if you would like to 
meet. Especially on the Wednesdays of Lent, I will be at church all day. ebrown001@luthersem.edu  Blessings! 

                             Pastoral Intern Emily Brown 
 

Lenten Bible Study-The Passions of Christ 
 

“The Passions of Christ,” a Bible study for the six Sundays in Lent, will begin on March 6. We will meet in the 
library after the worship services, at 11:45 a.m. (if a larger space is needed, we will shift locations to allow for 
greater distancing). We will look closely at the story of Jesus’ last days, as written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. Planned two years ago, this study was delayed by COVID. So now, join us for the discussion!                

 
Rev. John Setterlund, Hope Member 
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“Sighs Too Deep” Photo Project 
 

‘Our Lenten theme this year will be “Sighs too Deep for Words”.  This phrase comes 
from Romans 8:26-27, expressing that we do not know how to express all that we 

need in words or prayer, but the Spirit intercedes for us. 
 

As we explore this theme, and the new expansive language liturgy 
of the same name that we are piloting, we’re asking for your 
help. Each week we’d like to share photos of our moments that 
produce “Sighs too Deep for Words”; the moments that we need the Spirit to intercede for 
us; the burdens and concerns weighing us down; the joys and reliefs we celebrate. We’ll 
share these images as a part of our Sunday worship throughout the season. 
 

Please share photos to mediaulch@gmail.com, the more variety of expressions the better this works! 
 
 
 

Community Engagement 
 

The Marcy-Holmes Neighborhood Association allows for a variety of ways to get 
involved. Upcoming meetings include: 
 

• March 1:  Land Use & Development 

• March 7:  Infrastructure 

• April 26:  General Membership Meeting 
 

These committees help shape and advocate for a better neighborhood for all of us. If 
you can’t make it to a meeting, check out https://www.marcy-holmes.org. 
Email elisec@ulch.org with questions or comments about the neighborhood that you 
would like to learn more about. 
 

Join the Racial Justice Team March 20 at 5 p.m. for a Movie Discussion! We will be 
discussing Call Her Ganda. This film tells the story of three women who work to create an uprising after Jennifer 
Laude, a Filipina transwoman, is brutally murdered by a U.S. Marine. Learn more about the movie 
at https://www.callherganda.com. The film is available on Kanopy. All you need is a library card to be able to 
watch through this service. Watch the Thursday Epistle for a zoom link in the weeks before. Contact 
elisec@ulch.org. with any questions. 
 

ULCH is on social media! If you are interested in having a post go up, fill out this form. The people in our 
community are doing many things, and we want to be able to celebrate them with the larger community. Posts 
can be about people or events you want to uplift, readings, nature, social justice, and so much more. Please 
submit entries at least 3 days before post deadline. Contact Elise at elisec@ulch.org with any questions. 
 

In collaboration with Accompanying Food Insecure Neighbors in Greater Dinkytown, ULCH is making a 
commitment to consistently fill its Little Free Library with food and supplies for neighbors in need. You are 
invited to bring donations for this project that will ultimately take many of us to complete! Thank you to those 
who have already made donations.  They are greatly appreciated. 

Donations appropriate for this currently include: 
Instant coffee * tea packets * Trail mix * Nut butter crackers 

Fruit cups * Instant Soups *  Ramen Cups * Small Cereals 
Monetary donations are also welcome, and will be used to buy appropriate supplies. As needs shift and our 
supplies shift at Hope, we will change what donations may be requested. Any donations can be brought to Elise’s 
office. Email elisec@ulch.org with any questions.  

Elise Carlson (she/her), Minister of Community Engagement 
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News for Children, Youth and Families! 
 

Hello All! I do bring sad news. If you have not heard already, the ELCA Youth Gathering 
has been cancelled. It has brought on a lot of grief that we are still bearing as youth 
directors all across the country are wondering what the next most faithful step is for 
their youth. We are navigating what that will look like.  
     
Summer Plans! We are heading to the beauty that is AMNICON! We are working out 
dates with our partners at First Congregational but we are hoping to go either in July or 
September! Once those dates become available, they will be blasted everywhere!! I 
understand everyone is making their summer plans so we want to get everyone involved 
as much as possible. Also, make sure you take a look at the recreation page on our 
website (http://www.ulch.org/recreation) for the camping trip from June 16-18. That is 
going to be an amazing time to engage with the congregation as a family! I look forward to seeing what this summer has 
in store for us. (Just in: Camp Amnicon for ALL ages August 26-28, details to come) 

 

South Minneapolis Day Camp - Save the Dates! June 27-30 
 

South Minneapolis Day Camp will be back in person this 
summer! We are so excited to welcome children and 
youth back to Bethel. We will share more information on 
how to register and announce our summer theme in 
another month or so. We will have COVID safety 
protocols in place throughout camp, and we will share 
more about those protocols  

 
at a later time. For now, please save the dates. We look 
forward to joining together with our ecumenical group of 
partner churches for a fun and engaging experience of 
faith formation that will include art, music, play, service, 
learning, biblical storytelling, worship, and more!   

 

When:  June 27 - 30, Monday - Thursday, from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., plus an evening family celebration on June 30 
Who:  For entering kindergarteners through middle school youth. And, we invite high school youth to serve as leaders 
during the week (we do offer a stipend!)  
Where:  Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church - 4120 17th Ave S, Minneapolis 

Peace!   Morgan Strudthoff, Minister of Faith Formation 
 

March and April Birthdays  
  

This Birthday list of Hope’s members and friends includes those who are 80 years and older, in addition to some 
who may be homebound, residing in assisted living or a care center. You can find their contact info the ULCH 
directory. Cards, notes and phone calls are always appreciated!  
-Pastor Barbara, Care and Nurture 

March Birthdays 

        March 1st  – Leona Reyelts will be 90!           March 27th – Janice Hallett 
 

April Birthdays 
         April   7th – Leanard Hrncir   
        April   8th – James Solem    
        April 16th – Sally French will be 90! 
        April 19th – Marge Perko       

 April 24th  – Dick Luedtke will be 80!   
 April 29th – Jean Albrecht 
 April 29th – Janette Munson 

 

Bible and Brews 
 

Exactly what it sounds like… bring your Bible, your favorite brewed beverage, and a penchant for laid-back but 
totally engaging conversations about faith, scripture, and current events. We will meet on Monday, March 28, 
6-8 p.m. The group will determine if they will meet in person or on Zoom. Watch for information in the Thursday 
Epistle and save the date.  
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Sunday Forums – Breakfast with a Side of Hope 
 

Due to continuing tech issues and not yet being able 
to provide a quality hybrid model for our Sunday 
morning forums, it has been decided to remain with 
the online only option for the remainder of this 
program year. We will continue to present 
from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m., which will allow enough 
time if you want to head over to church for in-
person worship. Or, you can just use the same link 
to connect with online worship at 10:30. We hope 
that we will eventually have better sound and audio 
options, but for now, this is where we are at.   

The good news?  Think of forum time as “Breakfast 
with Hope”! Relax with your morning meal and 
coffee (something we could never do in person) and 
take in these informative presentations on a wide 
variety of topics without having to rush in to church. 
If scheduling was ever your issue for not attending 
forums, this is an excellent opportunity to give it a 
try! It’s a great way to start your Sunday morning. 
We will also continue to record forums 
when possible and provide links to them in the 
Thursday Epistle. 

Here is our line-up for March: 
March 6 - Expanding our Language of Worship  University Lutheran Church of Hope is part of a small team of 
local congregations creating a new expansive language for Lutheran liturgy. With the help of poets, pastors, 
musicians and our diverse experiences of the Biblical stories and God, the images and language in this new 
liturgy are rich! It's time to test-run the liturgy in Sunday worship. This forum with Pastor Jen will offer a chance 
to learn more about the creation process and to check out the liturgy in more detail.  
March 13 - From Purim to Mardi Gras: Queen Esther Lives on in Popular Culture  The Jewish holiday of Purim 
celebrates the story recounted in the Book of Esther. Klezmer musician and historian Gitl Eisner traces the ways 
this ancient story echoes and can be heard today on Broadway, in standup comedy, and in Mardi Gras 
celebrations that precede the austerity of Lent.  
March 20 - Meet Bobby Ragoonanan  Come learn more about Hope’s new Minister of Worship and Music. 
Bobby will be sharing more about his background, life experiences, and vision for his work with us. Got a 
question for Bobby? Here’s your chance to have it answered!  
March 27- Talking About Race  The Racial Justice group will present excerpts from a recorded discussion 
between Rev. Babette Chatman (Augsburg University) and Rev. Dr. Robin Bell (Bethel College and University of 
Northwestern) speaking at the Community Leadership and Neighborhood Engagement Program, Coming 
Together. After listening to their honest and challenging discussion, there will be an opportunity to share 
reactions and questions with one another through breakout group conversations. 

 
 

Enjoy Good Books and Discussion with the Hope Book Club via Zoom, 
Sunday March 13th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The Night Watchman, by Louise Erdrich  - 2021 Pulitzer Prize winner for fiction 
“Based on an extraordinary life of … Erdrich’s grandfather who worked as a night watchman and carried the 
fight against Native dispossession from rural North Dakota all the way to Washington, D.C.”  

         -www.harpercollins.com 

April 10: The Overstory, Richard Powers. 2019 Pulitzer Prize winner  
“The Overstory…is as close as it gets to a founding text for Powers’ environmentalism. The novel follows nine 
characters…whose close relationships with trees, lasting sometimes for generations, lead them to a deep 
appreciation of the world’s threatened forests.”   

                     -www.theatlantic.com 
The Book Club will continue to hold its meetings via Zoom until at least the spring of 2022. Contact Sonja 
Peterson at speterson@dunnwald.com or 612-242-8711 for a link to the meeting. Please also contact Sonja with 
book suggestions.
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Join the Holden Village Team! 
 

Located near Chelan, WA in the remote wilderness of the beautiful Cascade Mountains, Holden Village is a 
former copper mining town that has been transformed into a vibrant place of year-round education, 
programming, and worship. Growing from the love of Christ, Holden Village is a courageous community that 
welcomes all people into the wilderness to form and renew their relationships with God, the earth, and each 
other.  

 

Serving as part of the Holden Village team provides a chance to live and work in an intentional, intergenerational 
community. If you have a few weeks, months, or years in which you are looking to experience something new, 
Holden might be the perfect place for you. 

 

Holden Village offers short term, long term, employee, contractor positions, and opportunities for families to 
be part of the community. Positions range from Facilities Management to Head Cooks; Housekeeping to 
Carpentry; Heavy Machinery Operators to Medics; Communications and HR/Staffing to Lawns & Gardens; Youth 
Programming to Trails Crew!  

 

Find application information and full descriptions of all openings at:  
www.holdenvillage.org/volunteer/holden-job-board/   

 
Should you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Chris Hughes, Holden Village Board member and Twin 
Cities local.  His phone number is 651.635.0647 and his email address is cthchahch@comcast.net   

 
 

Hope Diamonds Seniors and Friends  
 

Lent Worship Service   Wed., March 16,  1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
In this season of Lent, we invite Hope Diamonds and friends to a Lenten   worship service with 
Holy Communion, followed by fellowship time. 
 
We will wear masks and honor safe distancing.  Please RSVP - Call ULCH 612-331-5988 Nathan 
or email Pastor Barbara barbaraj@ulch.org   If you need a ride or can offer a ride, let us know. 

 

The Sun is On ! 

Monday, February 21 was a historic day for our 
congregation in its witness for a sustainable 
future!   The solar system was approved by Xcel and 
then was 'turned on', to generate electricity.   Now, 
a major winter storm has hit which may keep us 
from generating for a while.  Still, the system will 
generate power immediately once the snow is 
blows off or melts off.  That is the great thing about 
solar--all you have to do is....nothing.  It just works. 
Not surprisingly, there is still some work to do.  We 
want to witness to the impact of solar energy as a 

means to cope with climate change.   A video 
monitor will be mounted at the north entrance.  It 
will display how much electricity we are generating 
and how much carbon pollution we have 
"offset".  But the best witness might  be the  lights 
overhead.  When you see a church light on during a 
sunny day, you can be sure it is being powered 
directly by the sun.  Thanks be to God who has given 
us this opportunity to  help sustain creation. 

Stewart Herman and Tim Abrahamson 
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Friendly Visitor Remembrance Easter Flower Project 
       

     We are optimistic that we will be celebrating 
Easter in the sanctuary again! So as in the past, the 
Friendly Visitor Easter Flower Project invites you to 
remember or honor loved ones, by submitting their 
names for the Easter Bulletin, and donating funds 
for a plant to adorn the sanctuary. After the 10:30 
a.m. service, the plants will be delivered to all 
homebound members and those families who have 
been on the prayer list this past year. We also 
encourage volunteers and families, who can help 
deliver the plants, to join us by emailing me, below. 
     You can submit the names of those you want to 
honor or remember in two ways. You can do it 
electronically by going to the Easter Remembrance 
link here  https://forms.gle/hwc47BUAfZrC9KUF6 
and fill in the information to be listed in the bulletin, 
or send the information to ULCH, 601 6th Ave. SE, 
Mpls. MN  55414, to the attention of Rosalie Eldevik. 
Be sure to include: your name, who you want to 
remember or honor, and a phone number or email 
address in case I need to contact you.   

      Gifts to the Friendly Visitor Ministry can be 
submitted electronically via the link included on the 
form, or sent with a check made out to ULCH, with 
“Easter Remembrance” written on the memo line. 
Questions? Contact Rosalie Eldevik, 651-295- 8789 
or raldevik@gmail.com 
     Curious about the Friendly Visitors Ministry? 
Friendly Visitors is a vital ministry to our extended 
congregation who seldom make it to church 
because of health conditions, or mobility and 
transportation challenges. These members are still 
very much a part of our congregation and special to 
our church family. The Pastor for Care and Nurture 
and many volunteers reach out to them with phone 
calls, visits and supply service recordings, devotion 
booklets, cards, flowers, and other church 
information throughout the year. The Easter Flower 
Project raises money to support the ministry of 
Friendly Visitors and other special projects for the 
congregation.  

 
        Rosalie Eldevik, Friendly Visitors

              

Life Events at Hope 
 

     We’re a community called to hold one another in prayer in every season—in our deepest need and grief, and 
in our experiences of new life. Here are a few of the life events affecting our community. We need your help to 
know for what we can pray. Please alert a pastor or contact the church office. We include in prayer… 
     Welcoming children and Baptisms—We pray for those in our congregation who are awaiting children and 
holding hope in joyful and painful times.  
     Marriages—We pray for all those preparing for marriage, and for all relationships of commitment.  
     Deaths—We pray for all who grieve the losses of loved ones, those who have died recently, and those who 
died in past years and who are still tenderly missed. We include: the Fingersons (Ruth, Mark, Karin, and Laura) 
at long time Hope member Mike Fingerson’s death on February 10, 2022; the Andersons (Roger, David, Peter, 
and Laura) at Hope member Nita Anderson’s death on February 9, 2022; the Kautz Koester family (Beth, Uli, 
Lukas and Alex) at the death of Beth’s mom Darlene Kautz in early February; the Morse family (Merrill and Lisa) 
at the death of Merrill’s brother Martin Morse in South Dakota; and Jose Sanchez Campos at the death of his 
father Ruben Sanchez Gutierrez. 
     Significant Illness—We pray for those living with illness, cancer, recovery, uncertain diagnosis, hospice, 
chemical dependency and other addictions, and mental health struggles, including Marcheta Scribner (in 
hospice), Anne Bidne (in hospice), Roger Anderson, Jason Lukis, Stewart Herman, Steve Ganzkow-Wold, Steve 
Schreuder, Brian McCaffrey, Miriam Hougen, Janet Carpenter, Hannah Kiresuk, and Chuck Lewis.   
     Separation, divorce, retirement, moves, graduations, new beginnings, the COVID pandemic, and the civil 
rights movement of this time. 
 

A Memorial Service for Nita Anderson will be held on Saturday, March 19 at 2 p.m. at Hope.  
Visitation begins at 1 p.m. Come and celebrate the life and faith of beloved Nita.
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University Lutheran Church of Hope’s Leadership to Take the 
Intercultural Development Inventory (IDI) 

 
 

Thanks to all our great new staff and new Vision and Governance (“V&G”) Board members, University Lutheran 
Church of Hope will have a lot of capable new captains at the helm in 2022. It will be inspiring to see the change 
and development brought by all our new leaders this year.  
      
A goal of the Hope in the World ministry is to make our community of faith a place where addressing race, 
power, privilege, and equity is regularly a part of our discussions, our decisions, and our actions. Having 
committed leadership, from the top down, is key to creating such a Beloved Community.  
 
To help meet this goal, the Racial Equity Team has been working with ULCH’s leadership, i.e., its V&G Board and 
staff, to build our cultural competence and our cultural humility.1 We want ULCH and its leaders to grow in their 
ability to adjust to diverse communities and to be able to shift and adapt to cultural differences and 
commonalities.  
      
Over the last decade, the Minneapolis Area Synod began working with other congregations in cultural 
competence and humility with a tool called the Intercultural Development Inventory (“IDI”). The IDI was 
developed by a professor from the U of M in the 1990’s. It has been used extensively since then, translated into 
many different languages, used in 30 countries around the world, and by corporate, non-profit, government, 
educational, and faith-based communities, including Target Corp, YMCA, Wilder Foundation, Hennepin County 
Judges, United Methodist Church, Minneapolis Area Synod, and many schools and universities. It is well tested, 
well respected, and shown to not be culturally biased. 
      
The IDI assesses peoples’ intercultural humility/competence with a 50-item questionnaire available online that 
can be completed in 15–20 minutes. It then provides individual and group reports with plans to help develop 
their cultural humility/competence. The IDI also provides participants with training and one-on-one coaching 
with certified IDI trainers.  
      
In early 2021, the ULCH V&G Board and staff took the IDI and received their reports, and training and one-on-
one coaching by certified IDI trainers. Throughout 2021, the Board, staff and Racial Justice Team used their 
individual and group IDI reports to help enhance their individual and group intercultural humility/competency.  
      
Since ULCH has a number of new staff members and new V&G members this year, the Racial Justice team 
decided to include funding for IDI participation by the new leadership in its 2022 budget. With the approval of 
the 2022 budget at our Feb. 13, 2022 Annual Meeting, ULCH’s new leadership will be able to join the current 
leaders in developing our intercultural competence and humility.  
      
By using the IDI, ULCH’s leadership will be able to continue to build our Beloved Community. It will help us bridge 
cultural differences so our cross-cultural relationships will be strengthened and advanced. 

 

Sonja Peterson, Hope in the World Liaison 

 

1 Cultural Competence is the ability to interact effectively with people of different culture, or more of a 
learned/taught condition. While Cultural Humility is the ability to maintain an interpersonal stance that is 
other-oriented (or open to others). It isn’t really an EITHER/OR as to Cultural Humility and Cultural 
Competence. It is a BOTH/AND.                                                                                                                                     11 



 

 

President’s Notes – Leadership at Hope 
 

     The new year for our church has begun with the Annual meeting February 13th and with it comes a shift in 
leadership.  As I start my year as president of the congregation, I remember back to October of 2020 when I was 
asked to be vice president.   
     I had thought about the current leadership of Hope Church, but also of the leadership I’ve experienced in the 
past at Hope, starting with my mom, Joy Agrimson. She started attending Hope in the 1950’s and continued 
even when she moved out of the neighborhood. Her leadership started when she brought me to church every 
Sunday, even when my dad was working.    
     Other leaders I’ve had are former Sunday school teachers, except for me, my Sunday school was on Saturday. 
Back in the late 60’s and early 70’s, there were so many kids in Sunday school that they offered classes on 
Saturdays and Sundays to create more manageable class sizes. I appreciated those teachers who gave up their 
Saturday mornings to teach and spend time with us.   
     As I grew older, I got to know them in other ways. Some became quilters with my mom, some were parents 
of friends, and some became co-workers at the annual rummage sale. I loved that those relationships grew and 
changed. But one thing that never changed was their influence on me. And when they asked of me a favor, it 
was very difficult to say no. So, when asked to step into the role of vice president, and eventually president, I 
saw not only people in the current congregation but also my past Sunday school teachers asking me to step up. 
How could I say no? Thank you to all teachers we have at Hope; those who teach our children and those who 
teach the ‘kids’ of every age. Your influence is broader than you realize.   
     As I step into the role of president, I am encouraged because Hope is a congregation where the members 
step forward and help wherever they can. There is leadership from so many directions, creating a community 
of faith. Look at the recent leadership projects that have developed just during the pandemic, including the 
Men’s Group, the Bereavement Ministry and the Solar Array.     
     And so, a big thank you to my past Hope teachers: Mead & June Cavert, Evie Dale, Pastor Lowell Erdahl, 
Marilyn Gisselquist, Cheryl Grove, Julie Johnson, Pastor Dick Jorgensen, Ila Mae Langguth, Rita and Stan Ragnes, 
Leona Reyelts, Anna Westwood, and any others I may have left out. Most of all, thank you mom for bringing me 
to Hope.   

Ann Agrimson, Congregational President 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
January Financials 

General giving totaled $40,573 for the month of January. Parking lot income totaled $1,032. In February, we will 
receive January and February PEASE Academy rent. Income for the month totaled $41,605. Expenses totaled 
$50,264 for the month of January. This amount included several large expenses including an increased natural 
gas expense, full-year worker’s compensation insurance and several small repairs. In January, we had net 
operating loss of $8,659. As of January 31st, we have $363K in current assets – primarily composed of our 
checking and savings account of which $92K is dedicated accounts.  

Capital Campaign – Revealing Hope 
In January 2022, we received $10,275 in contributions to the capital campaign. In February 2021, we successfully 
kicked off Opening Doors, a 3-year Capital Campaign aimed at dedicating funds to pay the life of the mortgage 
(expires in 2027) and fund special projects around the church. We look forward to distributing the first round of 
benevolences to several organizations in early 2022. . Please reach out to Nathan Obrestad (nathano@ulch.org) 
or one of us if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you for continuing to support the Capital Campaign. 

2021 Year-End 
For additional information on 2021 year-end results, please refer to the 2021 Annual Report at ulch.org.  
The Executive Committee alongside the Vision and Governance Board are grateful for all the ways you 
contribute to University Lutheran Church of Hope. Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns!  
             Thank you!   Emma Carpenter, Past Treasurer, and Betty Schreuder, Treasurer 
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March 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
4:30 PM PEASE 

After School 

Program  

2 
12:00 PM Ash 

Wednesday Worship  

7:00 PM Ash 

Wednesday Worship 

(with Zoom/YouTube)  

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  

3 
1:30 PM Sunday 

Forum Team-Zoom  

4:30 PM PEASE After 

School Program  

6:00 PM Parents of 

PEASE  

6:30 PM AA Group  

4 5 
9:00 AM Chapel Reserved  

6 
9:00 AM Sunday Forum on Zoom  

9:30 AM Sunday School - Zoom  

10:30 AM Worship in Sanctuary, 

w/ Zoom/YouTube  

11:30 AM Bible Study: Passions of 

Christ  

7 
9:00 AM Quilters  

12:00 PM Staff 

Meeting on Zoom  

6:30 PM Zoom - 

Personnel 

Committee  

7:15 PM Zoom - 

Executive 

Committee  

8 
8:00 AM PEASE ACT 

Testing  

4:30 PM PEASE 

After School 

Program  

9 
12:00 PM Sanctuary 

Open for Holy 

Communion, Prayer  

6:00 PM Zoom - 

Facilities Team  

7:00 PM Lenten Service 

(Sanctuary/YouTube)  

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  

10 
9:30 AM Dorcas 

Circle - Lounge  

4:30 PM PEASE After 

School Program  

5:30 PM Zoom - 

Compassion Care 

Team  

6:30 PM AA Group  

7:30 PM Worship 

Planning Team  

11 
2:00 PM 

Bread Oven 

Bake 

Preparation  

7:00 PM 

Craft Group  

12 
5:00 AM Bread Oven Bake 

Day  

9:00 AM Chapel Reserved  

13 
9:00 AM Sunday Forum on Zoom  

9:30 AM Sunday School - Zoom  

10:30 AM Worship in Sanctuary, 

w/ Zoom/YouTube  

11:30 AM Bible Study: Passions of 

Christ  

7:00 PM Book Club  

14 
9:00 AM Quilters  

12:00 PM Staff 

Meeting on Zoom  

15 
*"The Visitor" 

Articles Due  

4:00 PM Sanctuary 

Coalition Meeting  

4:30 PM PEASE 

After School 

Program  

6:30 PM Vision & 

Governance Board-

Zoom  

16 
12:00 PM Sanctuary 

Open for Holy 

Communion, Prayer  

1:00 PM Hope 

Diamonds Senior Group 

Lenten Worship  

7:00 PM Lenten Service 

(Sanctuary/YouTube)  

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  

17 
4:30 PM PEASE After 

School Program  

6:00 PM Zoom - SE 

Como Hope 

Connections Group  

6:30 PM AA Group  

18 19 
9:00 AM Chapel Reserved  

10:00 AM ULCHers 

Rehearsal  

1:00 PM Visitation-Nita 

Anderson  

2:00 PM Memorial Service-

Nita Anderson  

20 
9:00 AM Sunday Forum on Zoom  

9:30 AM Sunday School - Zoom  

10:30 AM Worship in Sanctuary, 

w/ Zoom/YouTube  

11:30 AM Bible Study: Passions of 

Christ  

5:00 PM Zoom: Movie Discussion 

Group with Racial Equity Focus  

21 
9:00 AM Quilters  

12:00 PM Staff 

Meeting on Zoom  

22 
4:30 PM PEASE 

After School 

Program  

7:00 PM Zoom - 

Racial Justice Team  

23 
12:00 PM Sanctuary 

Open for Holy 

Communion, Prayer  

7:00 PM Lenten Service 

(Sanctuary/YouTube)  

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  

24 
4:30 PM PEASE After 

School Program  

6:30 PM AA Group  

7:00 PM Sanctuary 

and Immigration 

Team on Zoom  

25 26 
9:00 AM Chapel Reserved  

27 
9:00 AM Sunday Forum on Zoom  

9:30 AM Sunday School - Zoom  

10:30 AM Worship in Sanctuary, 

w/ Zoom/YouTube  

11:30 AM Bible Study: Passions of 

Christ  

28 
9:00 AM Quilters  

12:00 PM Staff 

Meeting on Zoom  

4:00 PM Gratitude 

and Generosity 

Team-Zoom  

6:00 PM ZOOM-

Bible & Brews  

29 
4:30 PM PEASE 

After School 

Program  

30 
12:00 PM Sanctuary 

Open for Holy 

Communion, Prayer  

7:00 PM Lenten Service 

(Sanctuary/YouTube)  

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  

31 
4:30 PM PEASE After 

School Program  

6:30 PM AA Group  
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Ash Wednesday - March 2 
Noon (sanctuary) and 7 p.m. (sanctuary/Zoom/YouTube) services on Ash Wednesday, March 2. Imposition 
of ashes, confession and forgiveness, Holy Communion.  
 

Wednesdays in Lent - March 9, 16, 23, 30, April 6 – Two Options 
• Noon-1 p.m. The sanctuary will be open to stop by for prayer and Holy Communion. The pastors will 

be available though this is not a worship service.  

• 7 p.m. Lenten Service (sanctuary/YouTube) as we sing and pray together, venturing to the cross.   
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