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Clockwise from top left:  Lots of practicing for a new crop of acolytes; fun times at the pumpkin patch for 
an October family event; the Hartmanns with their beloved Fauci at the Blessing of Animals; bread bakers 
taking care as they shape loaves—there was extra incentive knowing they were baking for the folks at LSS’s 
Portland House and others in the community; the first day for two acolytes; enjoying a fall day after the 
Blessing of Animals on the patio; conversations over coffee with dear friends and Minister of Music Robert 
Ragoonanan at the October Hope Diamonds gathering in the lounge; and (center) a blessed cat and a 
blessed child 

 
 

The Visitor 



Learning and Unlearning 
 

On a recent gorgeous, golden, warm, late October day, I drove from my parent’s home 
near Mankato, back to my home in Minneapolis. The fall sky was as stunning blue. The 
fields spread before me. Highway 169 follows the Minnesota River valley through rich 
land and it’s a lovely drive.  
 

Growing up not far from Mankato, in New Ulm, there was a lot I didn’t learn well, a lot 
we rarely talked about. I didn’t grow up knowing the history of the U.S. Dakota War in 
1862. I didn’t hear the stories of communities that traversed the river valley for 
centuries before that, following the wild game, keeping the seeds, honoring the land 
and water and Creator. I didn’t internalize the experience of starvation facing the 
Dakota people, or the rising tensions or desperation or anger or fear or grief or trauma. 
What I learned was through the experience of the settlers. I imagine it was a 
complicated and fraught lesson for our teachers.  
 

All these years later, for me, there’s a lot to learn and there’s a lot to unlearn.  
 

With the leadership of our Racial Justice Team and the encouragement of our Vision and Governance Board, 
our congregation has joined a program of the Minnesota Council of Churches called the ACTION Project. ACTION 
stands for A Commitment to Inclusion in our Neighborhoods. This fall 26 (yes 26!) of us from University Lutheran 
Church of Hope have embarked on a process that includes teaching sessions, experiences, exploration of the 
systems and structures of oppression, and cohort work (read Elise’s article on page 6 for more). This isn’t the 
only space where I’m learning and unlearning, but this year, for me, it’s a primary one. I’m grateful to do this 
faithful learning alongside many of you.  
 

On November 6 we will celebrate All Saints Sunday. In a much loved worship service, we’ll name aloud those 
saints who have found their rest over the last year, lighting candles. We’ll toll the bell. And then we’ll light still 
more candles, whisper more names, hold close so many others who have gone before us, shaped us, and 
inspired us. A spouse who died decades back and is missed daily. A parent or child or sibling or relative. A friend 
or colleague. Leaders. Change makers. Humble servants. Ordinary beloved ones.  
 

Simultaneously saints and sinners, all of us. This truth is so core to our tradition and faith. It means that these 
saints we love and name aren’t perfect people, but rather human in their joy and in their failing, faithful in their 
trust and in their doubt. Loved and forgiven by our Savior as much as you, as much as me. There’s freedom in 
this truth.  
 

This All Saints, I invite you into learning and unlearning. Hearing the stories. Engaging the pain. Confessing and 
repairing the systems, for we are saints and sinners and there is much to learn and much to unlearn. It’s not 
quick and clean - it’ll probably take a lifetime. This ministry, we pray, can begin to turn the tide of centuries of 
harm, and it may well be one of the most important ministries of the church in this generation. With gratitude 
for you and this calling we share, and for the grace that claims us in life, in death, in life beyond death. 

Pastor Jen Nagel, Lead Pastor 
 

University Lutheran Church of Hope Saints since last All Saints Day 
+ Nita Anderson + 
+ Mike Fingerson + 

+ Stephen Ganzkow-Wold + 
+ Geraldine Hanson + 

+ Phil Thompson + 
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Heavenly Host 
Kerri Blackman’s vibrant original painting, Heavenly Host, hangs above Hope’s east narthex stairs that descend to the 
welcome center. In Blackman’s artistic process, rather than starting with a plan, she creates for herself a deep listening 
space that allows her intuitive promptings to lead as she begins applying colors and marks to the canvas. As this organic 
process unfolds, an image begins to emerge. A great mystery is that, no matter how it’s created, art can stir in us new 
ways of seeing our relationships with our Maker, creation and each other. Our curious hearts and minds are invited to see 
through and beyond our personal experiences to form meaningful connections and deeper awareness.  
 

In Heavenly Host, a formation of luminous spirit figures span an otherworldly space, united in a warm blue hue (blue being 
an ancient Christian symbol for the healing power and presence of God, the Holy Spirit, the living waters of baptism, the 

heavens, and truth). A red line (red signifying Christ’s blood and atonement) gently crowns the tops of the figures, 

connecting them to each other and to the iridescent reds, pinks and oranges radiating behind and among them. Above 
this assembly shimmers an ethereal atmosphere of creamy pastels, while the figures float above a buoyant field of dappled 
opalescence. The whole expanse is overlaid with radiant rings of dazzling light.  

This heavenly congregation may remind us of our faith ancestors spoken of in Hebrews 12:1-2a, a passage calling us to be 
inspired by the steadfast faith of the ancient believers: Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked 
out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.     
 

One faithful soul gathered in the great cloud of witnesses is Johanna Olson Larson, my Swedish grandmother who died 
long before I could meet her. Life on the farm raising 15 children in the early 1900s was hard in so many ways and full of 
uncertainty, but Johanna took sustenance from the gospel and lived in the promises of God. Of all the memorable stories, 
this image has stuck closest: Every morning Johanna stood in the threshold of the farmhouse doorway, praying for each 
of her children as they stepped into their day and whatever hindrances and entanglements it may hold. 
 

Amidst the layered and sometimes overwhelming obstacles, uncertainties and dangers of today, inspiring faith stories and 
glorious images like Heavenly Host remind us that we are sojourners in the enduring, expanding, persevering line of 
believers stretching across time and place. Our Creator has gifted us a continuous transference of witness, from ancient 
Biblical faith ancestors to those beloved who once lived among us and to those walking with us now. As we navigate the 
challenges in our daily lives, may we be lifted by the blessings of this great cloud of witnesses. As Johanna concluded in 
letters to her adult children, “May God bless and lead you and protect you from all harm for Jesus’ sake.”  

    Muffi Abrahamson, for Arts and Environment 
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Worship and Music 
      

     Choir Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. (7:30 p.m. during Advent).  
Come and join the choir! We sing a wide variety of music from around the world and 
across the centuries, and rehearse in a way that allows everyone to feel comfortable 
and ready to sing on choir Sundays. Come as you are! Can't come every week? No 
problem, come rehearse with us when you can! Bring a friend! Remaining highlights 
for the fall semester include works by Johann Gottfried Walther, Elaine Hagenberg, 
Camille Saint-Saëns, Herbert Howells, and André J. Thomas. 
 

     Drop-in Choir Fall Dates: Want to sing with a choir, but don't have time for a 
weekly evening commitment? Please join us for drop-in choir, where we will rehearse 
1 or more straightforward pieces at 9:30 on a Sunday morning, directly before the 
service. Drop-in choir dates for November are: Nov. 13 and Nov. 27. 
 

     Wednesday Evening Worship is being held once a month this fall. Join us on Nov. 2 at 6:30 p.m. for a short, 
contemplative service. 
 

     Advent Evening Services will be held each Wednesday of the Advent season, beginning on Nov. 30 from 7-
7:30 p.m. Each service will be a moving evening of music, word, and reflection. Please join us! 
 

     Music Series Event Dec. 2, 2022, 7:30 p.m. (DATE CHANGE from previous announcements): Join baritone 
Mark Billy and pianist Robert Ragoonanan for a moving evening of Music for Voice and Piano, featuring works 
by Gustav Mahler, Moses Hogan, Florence Price, Henri Duparc, and more. 
 

     Soloists and ensembles for worship are welcome! If you play an instrument or sing and would like to offer a 
piece of music in worship, please let me know! Our congregation has many musicians of all ages, and all are 
welcome to share their gifts. 
 

     Save the date for Night Songs! Night Songs will be held on Feb. 10 at 7:30 p.m. in the ULCH sanctuary.  
 

Robert S. Ragoonanan, Minister of Worship and Music 
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Christian-Muslim Relations Bible Study 
 

The Christian-Muslim relations Bible study continues, meeting on November 6th and November 13th. We will 
meet Sundays after the service at 12:00 p.m. in the library. All are welcome. We will look into the Islamic faith, 
some fun Bible stories, and our own interfaith relationships. I look forward to discussion, questions, and 
learning together with you.  

-Pastoral Intern Emily 

 

The Hope Book Club – Sunday November 13, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Nov. 13, 7:00 p.m.: An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the U.S. for Young People, Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz 
“Today in the United States, there are more than five hundred federally recognized Indigenous nations 
comprising nearly three million people, descendants of the fifteen million Native people who once inhabited 
this land. The centuries-long genocidal program of the US settler-colonial regimen has largely been omitted 
from history. Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz offers a history of the United States told from the perspective of Indigenous 
peoples and reveals how Native Americans, for centuries, actively resisted expansion of the  US empire.” 

-www.goodreads.com. 
 
Dec. 11: A Way Out of No Way: A Memoir of Truth, Transformation, and the New American Story, by 
(hopefully still) U.S. Senator Ralph G. Warnock. 
 
Winter meetings of The Hope Book Club will be via Zoom or Teams Meetings. Please contact Sonja Peterson 
at speterson@dunnwald.com or 612-242-8711 with book suggestions or for a link to the meeting. 

 
 “The only thing you absolutely have to know, is the location of the library.” -Albert Einstein 

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry and Youth Group 
 

Faith Formation - For the month of November, we are continuing our series of 

Jesus is... In the month of November we will be looking into Jesus is...Teacher. We 
will go through this by looking to stories, singing, doing art and service as a 
community together.  
 

Youth - We will be making a meal for Portland house on October 30th after church. 

Bring your speakers for a dance party as we cook. It will be from 12 to 1:30 p.m.. 
There will be snacks and good times! Look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Families - We would love for you to join us on November 13th at 12 p.m.to prepare a meal for Portland House! 

We will prepare a meal while talking about the importance of food insecurity work. Please let Morgan know if 
you are able to join us by emailing her at morgans@ulch.org or text/call at 301.606.0400 
 

Lessons and Carols is coming up!  Contact Morgan for more information! 
 

Morgan  Strudthoff, Minister of Faith Formation 
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ACTION Project, October 2022: A Reflection from Elise Carlson 
 

26 people from University Lutheran Church of Hope gathered via Zoom this month for the first plenary session 
of the ACTION Project. The session was led by Reverend Jim Bear Jacobs; he told the history of the Mohicans. 
Time and time again, the Mohicans were forced to move out of the land that they were told could be theirs. The 
Mohicans now reside in Wisconsin, thanks to the generosity of a neighboring tribe, the Menominee people. As 
I listened to Reverend Jim Bear, I was struck by what he referred to as the ‘audacity of whiteness.’ I find it so 
easy and natural to think that my way of living is the norm, to think that my actions made with good intent only 
have good consequences. Where do I find space to think of how I am impacting others? I am glad for the 
accountability within our congregation. Inside and outside of the ACTION Project, we are learning how to 
navigate cultural differences. As we look towards the holiday of Thanksgiving, I invite you to join me in reflecting 
upon how culture affects your view of historic and present moments.  

 
Elise Carlson (she/her), Minister of Community Engagement 

 
 

Racial Justice Movie Night 
 

Join the Racial Justice Team for another night of movie discussions! We will meet on Sunday November 20 at 7 
p.m. via Zoom to discuss Gather, available on Netflix. The film follows Native Americans as they reclaim 
traditional foodways. If you have any questions about how or where to watch, contact elisec@ulch.org, and 
watch the Thursday Epistle for a zoom link. 

Elise Carlson (she/her), Minister of Community Engagement 
 

 

Gather – Worship, Dinner 
 

November 13, 2022 | 5:30 p.m. worship, 6:30 p.m. dinner 
University Lutheran Church of Hope  

 
We'll gather for a contemplative, candle-lit Prayer Around the Cross 
service at 5:30 p.m., with music led by Andy and Pastor Elise Pokel. 
 
After worship, we'll enjoy a meal prepared by Shobi's Table. The meal 
will be simple and abundant. Multiple dietary accommodations are 
considered when selecting the menu, but please email 
gathertwincities@gmail.com with a specific food allergy or request. 
Masks recommended. 
 

Come for a deep breath. 
Come for community. 

Come as you are. 
 

Gather is an ELCA ministry for younger Adult in the Twin Cities. It is funded by a grant from Minneapolis Area 
Synod with the shared leadership of University Lutheran Church of Hope, Grace University Lutheran Church, 
St. Anthony Park Lutheran Church, and Lutheran Campus Ministry.  
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November Sunday Forums 
 

Join us in Heritage Hall on Sunday mornings from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. for a time of learning and growing together. 
Forums can also be viewed live on Zoom. Look for the link in the Sunday morning e-mail. You can also catch up 
on missed opportunities via links in the Thursday Epistle. There are many ways to participate. Please join us! 
 

The following are the forums for this month: 
 

November 6th:  Stories of Hope - We'll hear about the faith and life journeys of our two Sabbatical Pastors:  Tom 
Carlson and Erik Strand. These forums are a great way to get to know more about people in our community. 
 

November 13th:  Doesn’t Every Kid Deserve a Good Night’s Sleep? - My Very Own Bed is a small nonprofit with 
a highly targeted mission: to provide recently homeless, newly housed kids with their own beds, pillow, linens, 
and more. Hear its story from founder and executive director Michael J. Allen. (Note: Hope’s Trust Board 
provided My Very Own Bed with a $1,000 grant this year.) 
 

November 20th: Braver Angels - Learning to Communicate Across Our Differences - Braver Angels 
ambassadors Barbara Thomas and Rick Hotchner will discuss the polarization we're experiencing in this country, 
and even in our own families, as well as what we might do about it. We’ll look at how we can bridge partisan 
divides by practicing curiosity and trying to understand others’ viewpoints, even as we disagree.   
 

November 27th: No Forum 
 

Reproductive Rights 
 

At the October meeting, the Vision and Governance Board began discerning a process for University Lutheran 
Church of Hope to have lawn signs saying People of Faith for Reproductive Rights. A message such as this can 
make a great deal of difference in the church's neighborhood and our own community.  
 
The Board invites the Hope community to learn more, be in prayer and conversation, and offer feedback through 
November 15. We invite your participation and care in this important conversation. Here are opportunities.  
 
Learn More:  

• Read the message from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton from spring of 2022 https://elca.org/News-and-
Events/8141;  

• Consider the witness of other congregations in this Star Tribune article https://www.startribune.com/some-
twin-cities-faith-communities-are-becoming-more-vocal-in-supporting-abortion-rights/600209917/. 

• Dig into the 1991 ELCA Social Statement on Abortion 
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/AbortionSS.pdf?_ga=2.87260888.1739364333.166
5010648-
2097533918.1658945707&_gac=1.46142165.1663867488.Cj0KCQjwj7CZBhDHARIsAPPWv3fAz030Y4Xe-
mb2_hJd61iazm7xc9Lx5WYxk1-GcvUQBj4kMpWm9NcaAsbGEALw_wcB; and 

• Hear this Memorial passed at the August 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly PDF SUMMARY OF ACTIONS OF THE 
2022 …. 

Be in Prayer and Conversation:  
• Join a listening session at church on Sunday, November 13 after worship; hear one another's experiences and 

share your questions, thoughts and feelings. 

Offer Feedback:  
• Send comments to Pastor Jen (jenn@ulch.org) or Pastor Maria (mariaa@ulch.org) who will gather the feedback.  

• Talk with any of the members of the Vision and Governance Board (Ann Agrimson, Paul Odenbach, Uli Koester, 
Betty Schroeder, Sonja Peterson, Matt Fry, Dan Bielenberg, Shelly Parry, and Jacob Lanthier, or Pastoral Intern 
Emily Brown). 
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Hope Diamonds - Gratitude 
 

Hope Diamonds Senior Ministry will gather on Tuesday, November 15th 
from 1 to 2:30 p.m. around a theme of Thanksgiving.  We’ll spend our 
time together in scripture study, practices of gratitude, and connecting 
with each other.  Let Pr. Maria know if you’re planning to attend so we 
can arrange rides! (picture: listening to a private organ concert at the 
October Hope Diamonds event) 

 

Rev. Maria Anderson-Lippert, Pastor for Care and Nurture 
 

 
Hope Birthdays 

 

This birthday list of Hope’s members and friends includes those who are 80 years and older, in addition to 
some who may be home-bound, residing in assisted living, or a care center. You can find their contact info in 
the ULCH directory. Cards, notes and phone calls are always appreciated! 
 

       November Birthdays                                                                        December Birthdays 
        

November 16 – Ron Sorensen 
November 23 – Carol Winther – 80! 
November 25 – Carmen Macoskey 
November 26 – William Knoll – 80! 
November 27 -  Jan Hrncir – 80! 
November 28 – Granger Whitney  

December 01 – Shuzo Murakami - 80! 
December 15 – Julie Johnson 
December 16 – Judith Ranheim 
 
 
 

Rev. Maria Anderson-Lippert, Pastor for Care and Nurture 

 
Life Events at Hope 

 

     We’re a community called to hold one another in prayer in every season—in our deepest need and grief, and 
in our experiences of new life. Here are a few of the life events affecting our community. We need your help to 
know for what we can pray. Please alert a pastor or contact the church office. We include in prayer… 
 

     Welcoming children and Baptisms - We pray for all who await and welcome children through joyful and 
challenging times.   
 

     Marriages - We pray for all those preparing for marriage, and for all relationships of commitment, including 
Jacob Lanthier and Kenzie Krause who were married on October 22.  
 

     Deaths - We pray for God’s strong embrace for all who grieve recent losses and losses long ago, for memories 
and stories.  
 

     Significant Illness - We pray for those living with illness, cancer, recovery, uncertain diagnosis, hospice, 
chemical dependency and other addictions, and mental health struggles, including Naomi Rice (in hospice care), 
Marcheta Scribner (in comfort care), Anne Bidne (in hospice care), Marge Perko, Lyle Lutz, Jose Luis, Donna 
Parry, Patrick Colombe, Mario, Ken Lundquist, Steve Schreuder, Betty Quie, Brian McCaffrey, Miriam Hougen, 
Janet Carpenter, and Chuck Lewis. We also pray for caregivers. 
 

     Separation, divorce, retirement, moves, graduations, new beginnings, the COVID pandemic, and the civil 
rights movement of this time. 
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Leadership Development/Nominations Committee 
 

The Leadership Development / Nominations committee has begun working to identify Hope members 
interested and willing to take on leadership roles in the congregation for 2023. If you are interested in serving 
in leadership or want to nominate someone who you think would do a good job, please reach out to one of the 
committee members--Esther Dant, Doug Hartmann, or Paige Whitney. They can also answer questions about 
the responsibilities associated with various positions and/or facilitate connections with members who have 
served in those roles in the past.  

The Leadership Development Team 

 
 
Message from the President - Sloppy Joes, Rummage Sale & Community 
 

     Every fall when it starts getting cool, I pull out my sweaters and I get a craving for Sloppy Joes. Not just any 
sloppy joe, but the Sloppy Joe recipe that the women of Hope used to make at the annual Church Rummage 
Sale. Every time I taste it, I am back in the Lower Fellowship Hall, surrounded by the people of Hope in the 
midst of conversation, laughter and friendship. 
 

     Some of you may not remember that we used to have a HUGE rummage sale every year over MEA weekend. 
We would start out the week with people hauling in all their unwanted items. By Wednesday, there would be a 
mound of bags in the Lower Fellowship Hall, bigger than a large igloo, and the Sunday school rooms filled with 
all sorts of items. We sold everything including furniture, books, toys, household items, linens, bikes, and garden 
supplies. 
 

     Back in the 1960’s when the church wanted to buy a new organ, Bertha Hanson and Verle Rhoades thought 
of having a rummage sale to raise money. I believe it took a couple of years, but we soon had our organ. The 
sale went on to sponsor many groups at church, including funding youth conventions or hiking trips for the Hope 
Youth Group.  
 

     When the Rummage Sale started, I wonder if the organizers realized what a service this would turn out to be. 
Not only did it raise money, but it brought people of all ages together. As a kid, I would often get sent to the 
room with the toys to sort them and put them in age -appropriate categories. As a young mom, I helped sort 
and fold the clothing for babies and kids. And when I needed a break, I would walk down the hall to help in 
another room, such as linens or books. The conversations that were sparked with people I hadn’t really talked 
to before created friendships across various ages and backgrounds.  
 

     Another byproduct was the service it provided to the community. College students who had just moved into 
their apartments were looking for all sorts of things to make a home away from home. For a couple of years we 
had a group of low-income, soon-to-be mothers come in before the sale and pick out what they needed from 
the baby/toddler section, all for free. And to get a great deal, many people would wait until Saturday to buy 
things when they could pay $1.00 for everything they could fit in a bag. 
 

     From such a simple idea grew so much community! Even though the Rummage Sale no longer takes place, I 
see ideas creating community in so many areas at Hope: From the Facilities team in their concern for the earth 
and connecting with PEASE Academy’s science class to the bread oven group providing not only bread and pizza, 
but hospitality and friendship to all who pass by. I hope that the Spirit continues to move us from ideas to 
community. 

Ann Agrimson, Congregational President 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Monthly Financials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General giving totaled $39,353.44 for the month of September which is 101% of our budget. Because of the 
strong giving, YTD is at 96.9% of budgeted revenue. Rental income for September is down with an amount of 
$12,123.73 giving us a total income of $46,543.26. Our total revenue is still strong at 98.9% of anticipated 
income.  
 

Salary and Benefits were higher than normal because of having 3 payrolls in September. The total for September 
was $46,543.26. The total expenses for September were $66,859.63. Our two main expenses outside of the 
salaries area were operations with parking lot patching and repairs to carpeting in the PEASE classrooms. As of 
September 30th, we have $762,000 in current assets – primarily composed of our checking and savings account 
of which $485,500 is in the dedicated accounts. This leaves the church with $276,500 available as reserves. 
 

Capital Campaign – Opening Doors - The Opening Doors Capital campaign giving was down this month with a 
total of $6,702. We were just short of covering the monthly mortgage payment by just $216 but with a 
building fund balance at $217,000 it was easy to cover the shortage. Please reach out to Nathan Obrestad 
(nathano@ulch.org) or me if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you for continuing to support the 
Capital Campaign. 
 

Annual Ministry Pledges - As you prayerfully consider your pledge for 2023 please remember that we depend 
on you for the majority of our income. Your pledges help us to better plan for the new year, so please get 
those pledges in by Sunday, November 13.  

 

Thank You - The Executive Committee alongside the Vision and Governance Board are grateful for all the ways 
you contribute to University Lutheran Church of Hope. We know financial contributions are just one way to 
contribute. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns!  

 

Thank you!  Betty Schreuder, Treasurer 
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Save The Date - 2023 Women’s Retreat 
 

To take place January 27-29, 2023, in person at Dunrovin Retreat Center located near Marine-
on-St. Croix, north of Stillwater. More information to follow. 
Beáta Rydeen - beatarydeen@comcast.net     Ann Beane - spirit.beane@gmail.com 
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November 2022 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
3:00pm - 6:00pm 

Portland House Meal 

Prep  

4:30pm - 8:30pm PEASE 

After School Program  

7:00pm Action Project 

Cohort Meeting – 

Hybrid/Heritage Hall 

2 
9:00am - 10:00am 

Easter Visitor Meeting  

6:30pm - 7:00pm 

Evening Prayer Service  

7:00pm - 8:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal  

3 
3:00pm - 6:00pm Portland 

House Meal Prep  

4:30pm - 8:30pm PEASE After 

School Program  

4:30pm - 5:30pm Staff 

Meeting - In person  

6:00pm - 9:30pm Amnicon 

Community Campfire  

6:00pm - 8:00pm Parents of 

PEASE  

6:30pm - 7:30pm AA Group  

7:00pm - 8:00pm Men's Group  

4 5 
Altar Guild Set Up-

time TBD  

Duramax Parking lot 

Repair  

6 
9:30am - 12:00pm Choir (9:30 call) All 

Saints - O Love  

9:30am - 10:15am Sunday Forum  

9:30am - 10:15am Sunday School  

10:30am - 11:30am Worship in 

Sanctuary, w/ Zoom/YouTube  

11:45am - 12:45pm Acolyte Training  

12:00pm - 1:00pm Christian Muslim 

Relations Bible Study  

12:00pm - 2:00pm Confirmation Mini 

Retreat  

7 
Election set up  

9:00am - 1:00pm 

Quilters  

12:00pm - 1:00pm Staff 

Meeting on Zoom  

6:00pm - 8:00pm 

Parents of PEASE 

support group  

6:30pm - 7:15pm 

Personnel Committee 

7:15pm - 8:30pm 

Executive Committee  

7:30pm - 9:00pm 

Children's Ministry 

Team Meeting  

8 
General Election  

VOTE!!!! 

4:30pm - 8:30pm PEASE 

After School Program  

7:30pm - 8:30pm 

Worship Planning Team  

9 
12:00pm - 12:25pm 

Visit Facilities by rental 

group  

3:00pm - 6:00pm 

Portland House Meal 

Prep  

5:30pm - 7:00pm Zoom 

- Compassion Care 

Team  

6:00pm - 8:00pm 

Facilities Team  

7:00pm - 8:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal  

10 
9:30am - 11:30am Dorcas 

Circle - Courtyard/Lounge  

4:00pm - 9:00pm PEASE 

Harvest Festival  

4:30pm - 8:30pm PEASE After 

School Program  

6:30pm - 7:30pm AA Group  

11 
2:00pm - 9:30pm 

Bread Bake Prep  

7:00pm - 10:00pm 

Craft Group  

12 
Gopher Football 

Game  

5:00am - 3:00pm 

Bread Bake  

13 
9:30am - 10:00am Drop-In Choir  

9:30am - 10:15am Sunday Forum  

9:30am - 10:15am Sunday School  

10:30am - 11:30am Worship in 

Sanctuary, w/ Zoom/YouTube  

11:45am - 12:45pm Reproductive Rights 

Listening Session  

12:00pm - 1:30pm Children and Families 

Prepare Portland House Meal  

12:00pm - 1:00pm Christian Muslim 

Relations Bible Study  

3:00pm - 5:00pm Schlemmer Studio 

Rehearsal and Recital  

5:30pm - 7:30pm GATHER Worship and 

Meal  

7:00pm - 8:00pm Book Club  

14 
9:00am - 1:00pm 

Quilters  

12:00pm - 1:00pm Staff 

Meeting on Zoom  

5:30pm - 7:00pm PEASE 

Community Foundation 

Board Meeting  

7:00pm - 8:00pm FCC 

and Exec  

15 
*"The Visitor" Articles 

Due  

1:00pm - 2:30pm Hope 

Diamonds  

3:00pm - 6:00pm 

Portland House Meal 

Prep  

4:00pm - 5:30pm 

Sanctuary Coalition 

Meeting  

4:30pm - 8:30pm PEASE 

After School Program  

6:30pm - 8:00pm Vision 

& Governance Board-

Zoom  

16 
7:00pm - 8:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal TBD  

17 
3:00pm - 6:00pm Portland 

House Meal Prep  

4:30pm - 8:30pm PEASE After 

School Program  

6:00pm - 8:00pm Zoom - SE 

Como Hope Connections 

Group  

6:30pm - 7:30pm AA Group  

7:00pm - 8:00pm Men's Group  

18 19 
Gopher Football 

Game  

20 
9:30am - 10:15am Faith Formation  

9:30am - 10:15am Sunday Forum  

10:30am - 11:30am Worship in 

Sanctuary w/ Zoom/YouTube  

12:00pm - 2:00pm Confirmation Mini 

Retreat  

1:30pm - 2:30pm Confirmation Info 

Session about Guatemala  

7:00pm - 9:00pm Zoom: Movie 

Discussion Group with Racial Equity 

Focus  

21 
9:00am - 1:00pm 

Quilters  

12:00pm - 1:00pm Staff 

Meeting on Zoom  

6:00pm - 8:00pm 

Internship Committee  

22 
1:00pm - 3:30pm 

Recovery Revival  

4:30pm - 8:30pm PEASE 

After School Program  

7:00pm - 8:30pm Zoom 

- Racial Justice Team  

23 
No Choir Rehearsal  

24 
Thanksgiving Holiday - Office 

Closed  

25 26 
10:00am - 12:00pm 

Oblates group - 

Sanctuary and 

Lounge  

27 
9:30am - 10:00am Drop-In Choir  

9:30am - 10:15am Sunday School  

10:30am - 11:30am Worship in 

Sanctuary, w/ Zoom/YouTube  

12:00pm - 1:00pm Gospel Overtures: 

Advent Bible Study  

28 
9:00am - 1:00pm 

Quilters  

12:00pm - 1:00pm Staff 

Meeting on Zoom  

6:30pm - 8:00pm Bible 

& Brews (location TBD)  

29 
4:30pm - 8:30pm PEASE 

After School Program  

30 
7:00pm - 7:30pm 

Advent Evening Service 

(Sanctuary/YouTube)  

7:30pm - 8:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal  
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Pastors: 
       Rev. Jen Nagel,  
       Rev. Maria Anderson-Lippert 
Minister of Worship and Music: 
 Robert Ragoonanan 
Pastoral Intern: 
 Emily Brown 
Minister of Community Engagement: 
 Elise Carlson 
Minister of Faith Formation 
 Morgan Strudthoff  
Church Administrator: 
 Nathan Obrestad 
Financial Administrator: 
 Kari Olson 
Custodian: 
 Geremew Beshah  
Sunday Opener/Closer, Worship Tech: 
 Seth Strudthoff  
Working in partnership with 
Lutheran Campus Ministry: 
 Rev. Kate Reuer Welton 

 

President: 
 Ann Agrimson 
Vice President: 
 Paul Odenbach 
Past President: 
 Uli Koester 
Treasurer: 
 Betty Schreuder  
 
Leadership Development & 
Communications: 
 Ann Agrimson 
 Paul Odenbach 
Operations: 
 Betty Schreuder 
 Uli Koester 
 

Vision and Governance 

Board 
Worship & Music:  
 Matt Fry 
Youth & Young Adults:  
 Jacob Lanthier 
Education:  
 Shelly Parry 
Hope in the World: 
 Sonja Peterson 
Relational Ministries:  
 Dan Bielenberg 
 
Board Secretary: 
 Bruce Eldevik 

Staff 
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