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What is stewardship?
"Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what
must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the
law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And
he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will
live.” " - Luke 10:25-28
“The importance of [these] qualifiers is to plant the flag of God’s
sovereignty over the whole of one’s life. God’s claim on us reaches to
every area of our experience, to our innermost being (heart); our lives—
what gives us our individual identity (soul);our energy, strength, resolve,
and resources (might); and our understanding and intellectual
capacities (mind). No part of ourselves is to be withheld from God.” Alan Culpepper, New Interpreter's Bible
Stewardship is the way in which we use all of the resources that God has
entrusted to our care to love God and our neighbor.
Stewardship is love in action.
Who is my neighbor?
"Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and
fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went

away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down
that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and
when he saw him, he was moved with pity.
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine
on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn,
and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them
to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I
will repay you whatever more you spend.’" -Luke 10:29-35
Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell
into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him
mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” - Luke 10:36-37
Tyler’s accident
“I tell you this to break your heart,
by which I mean only that it break open and never close again to the
rest of the world.” ~ Lead, Mary Oliver
"[We are invited] to be a community that is also bound together by our
shared need, by an awareness of our common vulnerability, by a sense
that God has worked through so many people to care for us, wants still
to meet our needs through others (and sometimes through those we
would least expect or want to help us), and also invites us to look
around and care for those similarly in need. Might we see ourselves,
that is, as those who, having recognized ourselves as the traveler left
for dead in a ditch by the road, can now arise to reach out to others in
need?" ~ Rev. Dr. David Lose

God of abundance, we know all that we have and all that we are is
yours. We are grateful for the abundance of bread, the privilege of
discipleship, the ocean of love, and the ways that you show us grace
each and every day. Help us as we all that we have in our saddl bags to
love you and our neighbors – proclaiming the good news to a world
hungry and yearning for hope. Amen.

