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November 24, 2019 Reign of Christ Sunday
Jeremiah 23:1-6, Luke 1:68-79, Psalm 46
Rev. Jen Nagel and Claire Seitzinger, Univ. Luth. Church of Hope
Colossians 1:11-20, Luke 23:33-43
[Ideas from Working Preacher’s Sermon Brainwave for this date, and from my own sermon dated 11-20-16.]

Grace and peace to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Lord. Amen.
These last few weeks there is a line in one of our prayers that has caught my attention.
Maybe you noticed it too.
It’s in the prayer we say together after communion,
after we’ve begged, “your kingdom come,”
after we’ve knelt at the communion rail, saint and sinner—each of us, shoulder to shoulder,
after we’ve tasted the bread, Christ’s body given for you, for me.
After all that, we’ve pray, Thank you “for inviting us here to taste the future…”
Every week, I smile a little at that line, taste the future.
This is the very last Sunday of the church year, New Year’s Eve, if you will.
Advent begins next week.
We call this Reign of Christ Sunday, or Christ the King Sunday.
There’s a beautifully intentional irony, a paradox, here.
It threads through the readings, goodness, it threads through the Bible.
Jeremiah the prophet reminds us of the leaders who scatter and destroy, and then he describes this new
kind of leadership: a leader with wisdom, with justice, a leader with righteousness.
Luke’s gospel begins with young Mary, soon to give birth, singing: My soul magnifies my God,
God who brings down the powerful from their thrones, who lifts up the lowly.
By the end of the gospel, Jesus,
“Jesus the king,” they say mockingly,
hangs on a cross, flanked by criminals, one on his right, the other on his left.
Can you sense the irony in this radical kingship?
This isn’t what people expected for a king; it’s not what they expected from a king.
It was 1925 in Benito Mussolini’s Italy when the Pope instituted the feast of Christ the King.
Remember what was happening in that era?
Between the wars, with fascism growing?
They needed a reminder that their ultimate allegiance was to Christ,
to a spiritual ruler, not to an earthly one.
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We need this reminder—today—just the same. Can I get an Amen?
As Jesus hangs on the cross, the two criminals hang on either side of him.
To the one side, there is the fellow who ridicules him like so many others before: What kind of king are you?
And then there’s the one on the other side: sentenced to the same punishment,
the one who can taste the future.
With hope, with trust, with a long-view, he witnesses to the kingdom that cannot yet be seen, but it’s
coming, oh it’s coming, and this humble criminal, can taste it.
“Remember me,” he says, he begs, “remember me, when you come into your kingdom.”
People of God, Jesus re-defines, re-interprets what is means to be a king, to lead, to reign…
what it means to taste the future.
Of course, there is the future in paradise that Jesus promises this man and us.
There’s also the future, here on earth, for which we pray, your kingdom come,
give us, O God, the vision to see this future and coming kingdom.
It’s a future based in a counter-cultural, powerful way of love:
love that forgives,
love that challenges,
love that is mutual and not-coercive,
love that speaks our truth and acts our beliefs,
love that is diligent,
love that is rooted and center, not bitter and malicious.
Today we begin the first of series of sermons, once every couple of months, dialogue sermons about
vocation.
Dialogue because they are conversational, interview-like.
Vocational because they are about people’s callings, their vocation, what God is doing in you and through
you, and yes, they are often about the long-view, the future we can taste.
I’m grateful that Claire Seitzinger, a new member here at Hope, is willing to team up to launch us.
Would you introduce yourself?
My name is Claire.
From Colorado originally. My parents live in Australia. My brother is a senior in college.
I am a graduate student in chemistry.
I went to Luther College in Iowa.
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What do you do?
I love chemistry.
But while I am a chemist, I also enjoy theology, swing dancing, playing clarinet, meaningful conversations
with as many people as possible.
Polymer physical chemist.
Not making next new polymer, but taking polymers and using materials we know how to make and putting
into situations where we study their behavior.
Why? So relevant to our lives, they are everywhere. Polymers are ubiquitous.
Good things to be done, but didn’t want to be making the brand new thing, so much out there.
Now learning as many techniques as I can to analyze, so can use, ie: plastics and make something else.
A typical day… showing up to lab, checking to make sure everything is safe (lab safety officer).
Working safely. Working smartly. Getting to yell at anyone who is not.
Doing reaction, or analyzing data, or planning for next experiment.
Mentor an undergrad researcher, manage his project and my own.
What do you love about what you do?
I love how it interacts with the world around us.
That’s one of the things that drew me to chemistry, taking chemistry in high school, from then on.
Way to explain the world around me, understood, apply, enjoy.
Experiments are cool. Lighting things on fire.
I love all the people I’ve gotten to meet and interact with.
What do you find tough about what you do?
There are a couple of things…
The first: People have a lack of learning and misconceptions about chemistry and chemicals, all of them
are bad.
When I first introduce myself: I love chemistry. Or I hated in high school.
Or, you must be really smart.
Grad school is tough, stressful, most difficult things I’ve ever done.
Comes with this feeling that you should be focusing on your research 24/7, getting best results, life
dedicated to this project.
For me I need to be doing other things in life, theology discussions, going swing dancing, playing clarinet,
gives me perspective on what I’m doing.
How does your faith influence what you do? (or how you do it)
Coming to MN was definitely a God related thing.
Over span of 2 years, visited 7 graduate schools. Accepted, visits
Nowhere felt right. Then, my last visit was MN.
I showed up, an overwhelming feeling of this is where I was supposed to be.
I said I wasn’t coming back to the Midwest…
I can logic why MN was the right place, but that wasn’t how it happened.
Sometimes it really feels like it doesn’t.
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If I step back, I see chemistry and studying chemistry is a way to explain God’s creation.
This is how it works and this is how we interact with it.
Day to day, doing experiments, I don’t feel like faith involved.
Interact with so many people,
Open, loving mind, also a faith-based act.
We’re called to participate in what God is up to….in God’s future, in God’s reign
How are you part of what God is up to?
Through Grad school I’ve had the opportunity to interact with many people.
Since I took multiple gap years, one of my favorite thing to do is to help disrupt people’s lives.
So prevalent, high school, straight to collect, straight to med school
Programmed, everyone says.
Sort of eliminates God being able to do thing.
TA, chemistry lab, pre med, pre dental, grad.
Have you thought about taking a year and do something different?
I still think pausing and taking a look around to what God can be doing.
God is all around us, out there and willing, there to move your life.
If you are open to the interesting ways God can push you, so many ways and chances God can.
On the other hand, I also have the opportunity as a chemist to confront people who have strong
misconceptions or views about science.

Thank you, Claire, for your willingness to share what God is doing in you and through you
as a polymer chemist and a swing dancer,
as a musician and a theologian and a faithful witness.
You remind me of God’s future being made present right here, right now.
From our own place at the cross, next to Jesus, we are called to bravely, fiercely, tenderly, humbly stand
in the authority of love, Christ’s radical, counter-cultural reign.
May we taste the future, and
may the God of heaven and earth,
Jesus Christ, the God of love,
keep you and hold you,
inspire and encourage you for the days ahead. Amen.
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